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metz;  Secretary,  William  F.  Johnson;  Treasurer,  Edward  G.  Perry. 
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Sherman  Potter,  Laurance  B.  Martine,  Frederick  J,  Bleiler,  George  W , 
Wright. 

Music.     Frank  E.  Smith,  Mrs.  A,  Z.  Conrad,  Dr.  Richard  S.  True. 

Public  Press.     Frederic  A.  Allen,  George  W.  Macwha. 

"Welcome  Committee.  Dr.  Alfred  W.  Rogers,  Edwin  E.  Smallman, 
Miss  Laura  E.  Bennett,  Miss  Margaret  J.  Robertson,  George  C.  Tupper, 
Miss  Silence  A.  Hill,  Mrs.  J.  Gould  Higgins,  Miss  Florence  0.  Beam, 
Edward  A.  Trowbridge,  Miss  Sylvia  S.  H.  Smith,  Miss  Mary  Anderson, 
Miss  Ella  E.  Bickford. 

Fellowship  and  Affiliations.  D.  Chauncey  Brewer,  Rev.  C,  L.  D. 
Younkin,  Rev,  George  F.  Stanton. 

Former  Members.  John  E.  Parker,  Franklin  I.  Jordan,  Miss  Maria 
B.  Lyman. 

Centennial  Banquet.  William  H.  Bain,  Willis  M.  Boutwell,  Mrs.  A, 
Z.  Conrad,  Mrs.  Frank  W.  Wyman. 

Missionary  Societies.  Miss  Isabella  B,  Pratt,  Mrs.  Frederic  A.  Al- 
len, Mrs,  C,  L,  D.  Younkin, 

Park  Street  Clubs.  Hugh  D,  McLellan,  George  F.  F,  Roberts,  Mrs. 
Charles  F.  Clark, 

General  Decorations.     George  F,  F,  Roberts,  Alfred  H.  Colby. 

Church  Floral  Decorations.  Mrs,  Laura  B,  Martine,  Mrs,  Abbie 
Fales  Briggs,  Miss  P.  Fanny  Goodrich. 


GENERAL  PROGRAM  PARK  STREET  CHURCH 

Friday  Evening,  February  26 
to  March  3,  1909 


^tihuy^  lEhfttUtg — Subject:  "The  Relation  of  the  Prayer 
Meeting  to  Religious  Progress  for  the  Past  Hundred 
Years." 

^aturbag  lEhpning— Joint  Meeting  of  the  Park  Street  Clubs. 

Subject:     "The  Value  of  Church  Clubs  in  the  Develop- 
ment of  the  Individual 

Address  by  Rev.  George  L,  Cady,  D.D, 

^Ultliag  Mnrntng — Centennial  Services  with  Sermon  by 
Rev.  A.  Z,  Conrad,  D.D.,  followed  by  Sacrament  of 
the  Lord's  Supper. 

#uniau  Noon — "The  Sunday  School  an  Aid  in  Spiritual 
Awakening  and  Education, 

Address  by  Rev.  F.  N.  Peloubet,  D.D. 

^ttttbag  Siiftttng.  fi:nn  tn  r:lTn— "What  the  Christian  En- 
deavor Movement  Has  Contributed  to  the  Progress 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ." 

Address  by  the  Rev,  Francis  E.  Clark,  D.D. 

^UttJjag  lEhfmng,  r:30— Address  by  President  William  D. 
Mackenzie,  D.D.,  of  the  Hartford  Theological  Semi- 
nary. 


linnJiag  ilnrtttng,  10:30— Meeting  of  the  Evangelical  Al- 
liance. 

Subject:     "The  Principles  and  Policy  Underlying  Ef- 
fective Evangelism," 

Address  by  the  President,  Rev.  Charles  Moss,  of  Mai- 
den- 
Address  by  the  Rev.  J.  Wilbur  Chapman,  D.D, 

ilflnbau  lEhmn^,  r:45— Historical  Address  by  D.  Chauncey 
Brewer,  Esq.  "Park  Street  Church's  Century  of 
Service." 

Address  by  Rev.  Charles  H,  Parkhurst,  D.D.,  New  York, 
Subject:       "Permanently    Commanding    Principles    of 

Christianity." 
The  Boston  Congregational  Club  invited  to  attend  in  a  body. 

(EtttBhuVi  Aft^rnnnn,  3:00— Meeting  of  Park   Street  Mis- 
sionary Societies.     Miss  Isabella  B.  Pratt  presiding. 
Subject:     "Women  in  the  Extension  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God," 

Historical  Sketch,  Miss  Isabella  B,  Pratt. 
Address,  Mrs,  Charles  H,  Daniels, 
Address,  Mrs,  Cornelius  H .  Patton, 
Prayer,  Mrs.  Sarah  D.  Capron, 

(Emshu^  lEhFmnjg.  r:45— Addresses  by  Representatives  of 
the  American  Board;  the  Congregational  Education 
Society;  the  American  Missionary  Association;  Tem- 
perance Societies. 

Special  Address   by  Rev.   Dr.  I.  J.  Lansing,  former  Pas- 
tor of  the  Church. 

WthnBBhu}i  a^mttg.  fi:30— Centennial  Banquet  at  Ford 
Hall. 

Interdenominational  Greetings,    D.    Chauncey    Brewer, 
Esq.,  Presiding. 


Rev.  Arcturus  Z.  Coxrad,  Ph.D.,  D.D. 
Pastor 


PARK  STREET  CHURCH 
CENTENNIAL 


By  Rev.  A.  Z.  Conrad,  Ph.  D.,  D.  D. 

^jtttERE  TIIME  duration  does  not  determine  the 
2JV\  importance  of  organizations  and  institutions. 
It  is  rather  a  question  of  contribution  to  the  advanc- 
ing Kingdom.  The  mere  fact  that  an  organization 
has  continued  for  one  hundred  years  in  active  service 
may  or  may  not  be  worthy  of  particular  recognition. 

The  Centennial  of  Park  Street  Church  has  a  signifi- 
cance to  the  Congregational  Denomination  and  to 
Christianity  in  the  United  States  out  of  all  propor- 
tion to  the  mere  period  of  time.  The  circumstances 
of  its  origin  give  particular  value  to  the  early  years 
of  its  development. 

The  definite  and  peculiar  relation  of  Park  Street 
Church  to  social,  civic,  ethical  and  spiritual  progress 
for  a  hundred  years,  all  combine  to  increase  the  sig- 
nificance of  this  anniversary  occasion. 

The  edifice  itself,  continuing  in  the  very  heart  of 
the  city,  through  all  the  changes  of  population,  and 
the  entire  abandonment  of  that  section  of  the  city 
where  the  church  stands  as  a  residence  section,  to- 
gether with  the  somewhat  heated  controversies  which 
have  occurred  regarding  the  wisdom  or  unwisdom  of 
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relocating  in  a  distinctly  residential  section  of  the 
city,  all  these  things  add  to  the  interest  of  the  public 
in  the  Centennial  Celebration. 

The  close  of  the  Eighteenth  and  the  beginning  of 
the  Nineteenth  Century  were  marked  by  extraordi- 
nary avowals  of  unbelief.  Infidelity  was  bold,  auda- 
cious and  destructive.  It  was  the  boast  of  Voltaire 
that  Christianity  had  been  practically  obliterated 
from  St.  Petersburg  to  Cadiz.  The  infidel  writings 
of  that  thoroughly  atheistic  coterie,  of  which  Voltaire 
was  chief,  were  widely  disseminated  and  wrought  in- 
calculable harm,  not  alone  from  a  spiritual  stand- 
point, but  from  a  social  and  ethical  point  of  view. 

In  the  wake  of  the  French  Revolution  atheism,  with 
its  social  poison,  everywhere  breathing  its  fetid 
breath,  polluting  and  befouling,  invariably  produced 
either  wanton  wickedness  or  entire  indifference  to 
religious  things.  The  Reign  of  Terror  in  France  was 
destructive  of  everything  religious.  In  England 
there  was  widespread  antagonism  to  the  Church  and 
outspoken  opposition  to  everything  in  the  nature  of 
moral  restraint.  And,  worst  of  all,  within  the 
Church  itself  religion  and  ethics  seemed  largely  to  be 
divorced,  and,  instead  of  true  worship,  a  formalistic 
ceremonialism  seemed  to  be  in  complete  control.  Of 
course,  there  were  striking  exceptions,  and  the  altar 
fires  were  kept  burning  in  many  churches,  and  there 
were  not  wanting  those  whose  zeal  in  the  spiritual 
welfare  of  people  and  in  the  progress  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Christ  paved  and  prepared  the  way  for  the  great 
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revivals  which  were,  under  the  Providence  of  God,  to 
follow. 

The  elaborate  and  refined  sensualities  of  Versailles 
and  Fontainbleau  had  their  counterpart  in  the  gross- 
er, yet  not  less  unholy,  practices  at  St.  James'  Court. 
The  sympathy  of  France  with  America  in  her  strug- 
gle for  independence  greatly  emphasized  French 
influence  in  the  American  Colonies.  Uncompromising 
and  unconcealed  infidelity  expressed  itself  with  vigor 
and  rancor  in  the  leading  institutions  of  learning, 
while  Sabbath  desecration  and  outrageous  profanity 
shocked  the  sensibilities  of  all  spiritually-minded 
people.  In  New  England  there  were  the  subtle  soph- 
istries which  entered  the  church  and  led  multitudes 
of  people  away  from  the  great  fundamental  truths 
relative  to  the  person  and  work  of  Jesus  Christ.  It 
was  a  time  when  convictions  were  costly,  but  it  was 
also  a  time  when  great  movements  were  having  their 
birth.  Keligious  and  social  reforms,  principles  and 
policies  were  either  restated  or  inaugurated  anew.  A 
new  impulse  in  world-wide  evangelism  possessed  the 
churches  at  the  beginning  of  the  Nineteenth  century. 
There  was  a  striking  reaction  from  the  expressed 
contempt  for  the  Bible  and  an  unprecedented  call  for 
copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  resulting  in  the  organ- 
ization of  Bible  societies,  which  through  the  years 
have  been  the  great  distributers  of  the  Inspired  Word. 

It  became  supremely  important  that  a  faithful,  un- 
equivocal proclamation  of  loyalty  to  the  Bible  as  a 
Divine  Revelation  and  to  Jesus  Christ  as  ' '  God  mani- 
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fest  in  the  flesh"  should  have  definite  and  distinct 
pronouncement.  Park  Street  Church  found  its  spe- 
cial reason  for  organization  in  this  urgent  call  for  a 
clearly  defined,  uncompromising  affirmation  of  the 
deity  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  atonement,  regeneration  by 
faith,  the  trustworthiness  of  the  Word  of  God,  the  im- 
portance of  public  confession  and  the  efficacy  of  testi- 
mony and  prayer. 

The  significant  events  of  the  noteworthy  history  of 
Park  Street  Church  are  set  forth  in  a  full  historic 
survey  by  Mr.  Brewer  in  this  volume.  The  preserva- 
tion and  perpetuation  in  their  full  integrity  of  the 
great  ideals  and  noble  principles  of  the  founders  of 
the  Church  through  all  these  years  have  been  clearly 
Providential.  Protection  and  guidance  have  been 
vouchsafed  through  successive  pastorates. 

The  Church  had  practically  no  childhood.  Immedi- 
ately it  took  a  prominent  place  as  a  leader  of  the  so- 
cial, civic  and  spiritual  movements  which  have  for 
almost  the  entire  century  so  largely  absorbed  the 
thought  and  energies  of  the  church.  The  Church  at 
once  became  an  important  factor  in  the  religious 
thought  and  the  ecclesiastical  policy  of  the  period. 
Its  ardent  advocacy  of  missions  and  of  all  reforms 
looking  to  the  alleviation  of  suffering  and  the  devel- 
opment of  individual  and  collective  life,  gave  the 
Church  immediately  a  commanding  place  among  the 
sisterhood  of  churches. 

We  arrive  at  the  conclusion  of  our  hundred  years 
of   history    imder    circumstances   peculiarly    blessed. 
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Just  now,  as  we  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Church,  a  new  emphasis  is  being 
placed  upon  those  very  doctrines,  policies  and  princi- 
ples which  actuated  the  founders  of  the  Church  in  its 
organization.  Our  whole  city  has  just  been  and  is 
being  refreshed  with  the  baptism  of  the  Divine  Spirit. 
The  entire  evangelical  church  of  Greater  Boston  is 
filled  with  evangelistic  fervor.  We  have  witnessed 
the  successful  consummation  of  the  desire  of  the  leaxi- 
ers  in  religious  life  and  thought  in  Boston  in  the  suc- 
cessful conduct  of  a  great  simultaneous  evangelistic 
campaign.  Twenty-five  distinct  revivals  under  the 
name  of  a  ''Simultaneous  Campaign"  have  been  con- 
temporaneously in  progress.  Many  thousands  have 
recorded  their  desire  either  for  a  new^  or  renewed  life 
in  Christ.  All  this  has  proclaimed  anew  that  the 
unchanging  call  of  humanity  is  for  Jesus  Christ  as 
Savior  and  Lord.  The  same  simple,  yet  profound, 
truths  of  Scripture,  which  inspired  and  empowered 
the  founders  of  this  Church  a  hundred  years  ago  have 
constituted  the  substance  of  the  soul-stirring  and  soul- 
saving  message  throughout  the  great  religious  revival 
which  Boston  has  just  witnessed  under  the  leadership 
of  Dr.  Chapman  and  Mr,  Alexander. 

This  revival  has  been  a  signal  demonstration  of  the 
power  of  the  Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God.  It  has  set 
anew  the  seal  of  Divine  sanction  upon  the  evangelistic 
method.  It  has  most  emphatically  rebuked  unbelief 
in  the  efficacy  of  personal  appeal,  and  has  enjoined 
individual  commitment  to  God.    It  has  declared  once 
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more  the  reality  of  individual  regeneration.  It  has 
pronounced  afresh  the  important  truth  that  there  is 
no  social  salvation  apart  from  the  salvation  of  the 
individual,  and  that  there  is  true  social  salvation 
through  personal  regeneration. 

In  this  great  revival  we  find  an  exhortation  to  the 
disciple  of  Christ  to  bear  witness  unto  the  world  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  its  Savior  and  Deliverer.  So  con- 
fidently, so  assertively,  had  men,  professing  to  stand 
in  the  forefront  among  religious  leaders  in  Boston, 
declared  that  the  evangelistic  mode  in  religious  activ- 
ities had  become  obsolete  and  the  authority  of  the 
Revealed  Word  no  longer  recognized,  that  in  Boston, 
especially,  it  would  be  impossible  to  secure  a  general 
public  response  to  a  proclamation  of  sin  and  salva- 
tion along  the  lines  which  used  to  be  effective;  that 
many  thoroughly  faitliful  pastors  and  teachers  had 
themselves  come  to  feel  great  hesitancy  in  undertak- 
ing a  general  re\dval  movement.  No  criticism,  no  un- 
belief, no  sophistries  can  stand  for  a  moment  in  the 
face  of  the  tremendous  sweep  of  spiritual  power  which 
has  moved  over  our  city.  And,  not  in  Boston  alone, 
but  reaching  from  to^vn  to  town,  from  city  to  city,  the 
spiritual  awakening  now  comprehends  all  of  New 
England,  and,  indeed,  the  Boston  Revival  has  had  a 
telling  influence  in  determining  method  and  tendency 
throughout  the  United  States. 

As  an  individual  Church,  we  reach  the  centennial 
period  under  circumstances  of  the  most  blessed,  in- 
spiring, hope-giving  nature.    Unity  of  purpose  char- 
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acterizes  this  distinct  family  of  God.  We  are  enjoy- 
ing a  harmony  of  action,  which  is  a  guarantee  of 
progress,  with  a  mutual  sympathy  in  our  ideas  of 
worship  and  service.  We  assemble  from  week  to  week 
to  learn  God's  will.  "Our  faith,  our  hope,  our  aims, 
are  one." 

Furthermore,  ours  is  not  merely  a  nominal  assent 
to  the  fundamental  truths  of  Christianity,  but  a  deep, 
persuasive,  controlling,  commanding  conviction  re- 
garding the  supreme  truths  of  revelation.  We  are 
under  the  spell  of  a  single  governing  impulse.  All 
this  is  the  more  gratifying  because  of  the  somewhat 
discouraging  circumstances  of  recent  years. 

It  was  perfectly  natural,  in  view  of  the  steady, 
striking  changes  which  have  occurred  by  steady 
process  during  the  last  half  century  and  which  re- 
sulted in  leaving  Park  Street  Church  without  any 
possible  local  constituency,  that  thoughtful,  prayer- 
ful, earnest  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  wis- 
dom of  a  change  of  location.  To  those  assuming  the 
responsibility  of  the  control  and  use  of  property 
valued  at  more  than  one  million  dollars,  the  ques- 
tion of  location  must  necessarily  be  one  for  profound 
thought,  and  the  answer  must  be  dictated  not  by  any 
mere  sentiment,  but  by  profound  convictions  of  duty. 

It  was  by  no  means  unnatural  that,  in  view  of  a 
depleted  membership,  a  meager  church  attendance,  a 
growing  financial  deficit,  an  edifice  sadly  in  need  of 
repair  and  refurnishing,  the  conclusion  should  have 
been  reached  that  a  larger  service  could  be  rendered 
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by  relocating,  and  then  appropriating  $30,000  a  year 
to  the  extension  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ.  Earnest 
and  spiritually-minded  men  have  no  right  to  do 
other  than  to  take  broad  views  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ  and  to  set  aside,  when  circumstances  command 
it,  personal  preference  and  even  deep  sentiment,  if  it 
shall  be  clear  to  them  that  the  largest  results  for  the 
cause  of  Christ  shall  accrue  through  changes  difficult 
to  make,  yet  commanded  by  conditions. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  equally  natural  that 
many  members  of  the  Church  should  entertain  with 
consternation  the  thought  of  the  demolition  of  an  edi- 
fice inseparably  associated  with  an  organization 
through  a  hundred  years  of  Christian  service.  Espe- 
cially an  edifice  whose  graceful  spire  has,  during  all 
these  years,  pointed  the  passing  multitudes  to  the 
light  of  life.  It  was  a  perfectly  legitimate  and  nat- 
ural conclusion  on  the  part  of  many,  that,  as  a  con- 
tinuous testimony  to  the  supremacy  of  the  spiritual 
over  the  material  and  as  a  declaration  that  commer- 
cialism can  not  control  in  the  face  of  the  higher  ideals 
of  Christian  worship  and  service,  the  permanent  re- 
tention of  the  edifice  in  which  Park  Street  Church  has 
woi*shiped  for  three  generations  is  more  valuable 
than  would  be  the  money  realized  from  its  sale  and 
annually  distributed  in  the  maintenance  of  Christian 
work  elsewhere. 

It  was  perfectly  consistent  with  Christian  sincerity 
that  differences  of  opinion  should  obtain,  nor  is  there 
any  living  individual  who  has  a  right  to  question 
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either  the  spiritual  intent,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
wisdom  of  judgment  of  the  advocates  of  either  policy. 

It  was  under  circumstances  induced  by  the  sin- 
cere, devout  consideration  of  duty  and  the  somewhat 
heated  controversy  regarding  the  policy  to  be  fol- 
lowed, that  the  present  pastorate  began.  Three  years 
have  passed.  Morning  congregations  have  more  than 
doubled.  Evening  audiences  have  quadrupled.  The 
tide  has  turned.  A  hundred  encouraging  features  at- 
tend our  work.  We  are  content  to  prosecute  the  work 
given  us  to  do  for  the  present,  confidently  leaving 
the  future  with  God.  The  growth  has  been  steady, 
substantial  and  of  a  nature  which  is  assuring  and 
gratifying  as  to  its  permanency.  An  abiding  hope 
and  an  abounding  enthusiasm  are  manifest  in  all  de- 
partments of  our  religious  activity.  The  progress 
and  success  of  Park  Street  Church  will  be  commen- 
surate with  the  faith  and  zeal  of  its  membership. 

Standing  on  the  threshold  of  the  second  century, 
with  a  hundred  years  of  testimony  as  to  the  imfailing 
goodness  of  God,  and  the  certainty  that  divine  wis- 
dom will  be  vouchsafed  as  required,  he  is  neither 
audacious  nor  presumptuous  who  predicts  a  larger 
and  greater  contribution  from  Park  Street  Church  in 
the  interests  of  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ  through 
the  coming  century  than  has  been  witnessed  in  the 
past  hundred  years. 


ADEQUATE  ENDOWMENT 

THE  ONLY    POSSIBLE    ASSURANCE    OF   A  CONTINU- 
ANCE OF  PARK  STREET  MEETING  HOUSE 


^f  HERE  is  a  mortgage  indebtedness  on  Park  Street 
\!/  property  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  To  offset 
that  there  is  approximately  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
invested  funds.  The  actual  indebtedness  is  thirty-five 
thousand  dollars.  The  expense  of  maintaining  the 
Church  ministrations  is  large.  The  congregation 
and  the  membership  is  very  largely  suburban. 
There  is  no  local  constituency.  There  can  not  possi- 
bly be  the  same  cohesiveness  that  obtains  in  a  "com- 
munity church."  Through  changes  that  are  likely 
to  occur  disaffections  are  possible.  Congregations 
representing  remote  sections  easily  disintegrate.  It 
is  extremely  important  that  the  indebtedness  be  paid 
and  an  endowment  of  not  less  than  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  secure  the  permanency  of  the  work 
at  the  present  location.  Such  an  endo"\;^Tiient  might 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Church  as  trustee  on 
the  condition  of  the  continuance  of  worship  at  the 
present  location. 

Legacies  ought  long  ago  to  have  been  received  for 
this  purpose.  It  is  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  whole 
Congregational  Denomination  and  ought  to  receive 
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substantial  demonstration  of  such  interest.  Are  there 
not  present  members  of  the  church  who  will  feel  it  a 
privilege  to  make  mention  of  the  Church  in  their 
will?  Are  there  not,  in  various  parts  of  America, 
those  who  could  thus  make  secure  and  permanent  the 
present  edifice  ?  It  is  easy  to  cherish  a  sentiment  that 
costs  nothing.  It  is  very  easy  for  people  to  say  Park 
Street  Church  should  be  maintained  where  it  is,  but 
who  give  not  one  dollar  to  substantiate  their  claim  of 
deep  interest.  The  only  persons  whose  voices  can 
have  one  particle  of  weight  are  those  who  co-operate 
in  a  substantial  way  to  realize  their  hopes  and  desires. 
We  sincerely  believe,  if  Christian  people  so  will  it, 
a  service  of  extraordinary  value  to  the  cause  of  Christ 
may  be  rendered  for  generations  to  come  by  Park 
Street  Church  in  its  present  location.  But  what  if 
they  do  not? 


Deacons 


THE  PRAYER  MEETING  AND 
PROGRESS 


/||\X  FRIDAY  evening,  February  26,  a  large  audi- 
\fj/  ence  assembled  for  the  opening  Centennial  ex- 
ercises. The  theme  of  the  evening  was :  ' '  The  Relation 
of  the  Prayer  Meeting  to  Religious  Progress  During 
the  Past  Hundred  Years."  The  pastor  and  the 
pastor  emeritus  occupied  seats  on  the  platform  and, 
after  the  opening  devotions.  Dr.  Conrad  presented 
the  Centennial  foreword,  substantially  as  follows: 

' '  One  hundred  years  have  passed  since  the  consum- 
mation of  a  cherished  purpose  was  realized  by  a  com- 
pany of  devout  followers  in  Jesus,  in  the  organization 
of  the  Park  Street  Church.  We  are  met  here  tonight 
to  inaugurate  a  series  of  commemorative  services, 
which  shall  fittingly  celebrate  one  hundred  years  of 
history.  Among  the  manifold  features  of  our  Cen- 
tennial Jubilee  will  be  one  of  memorial  recognition 
of  the  devout,  consecrated,  courageous  founders  of 
Park  Street  Church?  Calling  to  mind  the  circum- 
stances attending  their  effort,  we  will  duly  recognize 
the  nobility  and  consecration  of  their  lives  to  the 
highest  and  holiest  of  causes. 

''2.  These  services  will  call  to  appreciative  remem- 
brance   the    faithfulness,    the    effectiveness   and   the 
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beauty  of  character  of  th.e  leaders  and  teachers  who, 
as  ministers  and  pastors,  or  as  officers  of  the  church, 
have  been  associated  with  it  since  its  foundation. 

"3.  Devout  thanksgiving  to  Ahnighty  God  will  be 
our  continuous  attitude  and  experience  during  our 
entire  Centennial  Jubilee. 

''4.  An  unremitting  adoration  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Savior,  who  Himself  has  been  the  source  of 
all  wisdom  and  inspiration,  will,  we  trust,  be  manifest 
in  every  act  of  this  entire  celebration. 

''5.  We  Avill  undertake  to  review  in  some  detail  the 
manifold  and  gracious  activities  of  this  Church,  which 
have  received  divine  sanction,  and  which  today  live  in 
institutions,  organizations  and  individuals  throughout 
the  land. 

* '  6.  We  mil  engage  in  a  mutual  felicitation  in  view 
of  past  blessings,  present  good  and  future  prospects. 

"7.  A  reunion  of  former  members  with  those  who 
today  are  in  active  membership  with  the  Church  will 
not  be  the  least  of  the  privileges  and  advantages  of 
this  occasion. 

•'8.  We  will  endeavor  to  bring  to  bear  upon  every 
heart,  with  proper  emphasis,  a  sense  of  individual  re- 
sponsibility and  collective  obligation,  that  our  future 
undertakings  may  be  the  more  devout  and  intense. 

"9.  We  will  seek  to  lift  the  horoscope  to  our  eyes 
and  behold  the  things  God  has  yet  in  store  for  us. 
We  will  anticipate  further  progress  in  Kingdom- 
building. 

''A   fitting   attitude    of   mind   and   heart   at   this 
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hour  is  gratitude  to  God  for,  as  we  contemplate  the 
achievements  of  past  years,  we  may  properly  repeat 
the  old-time  exclamation:  'Behold  what  hath  God 
wrought  ? ' 

''We  need  offer  no  apology  for  a  holy  enthusiasm, 
which  will  not  permit  itself  to  be  suppressed.  There 
is  a  spiritual  exuberance  which  makes  for  righteous- 
ness and  we  will  indulge  ourselves  in  it  without  apol- 
ogy. These  shall  be  days  of  soulful  rejoicing.  From 
God  has  come  the  wisdom  and  the  power  and  to  Him 
shall  be  the  glory,  but  we  will  not  forget  the  human 
pillars  that  have  stood  under  the  great  causes  which 
have  successively  presented  themselves  in  this  Church, 
and  we  will  remember  that  while  we  give  God  the 
glory,  it  is  not  the  divine  intent  or  will  that  we  should 
forget  the  human  instrumentalities  through  which  He 
has  wrought  His  great  work." 

After  the  singing  of  a  hymn  the  pastor  introduced 
the  Kev.  Dr.  J.  L.  Withrow,  pastor  emeritus,  as  fol- 
lows: 

' '  It  adds  greatly  to  the  pleasure  and  satisfaction  of 
all  the  members  of  Park  Street  Church  that  one,  who 
in  the  very  prime  of  his  manhood,  was  the  pastor  and 
teacher  in  Park  Street  Church  through  a  series  of 
wonderfully  successful  years,  and  who,  after  an  inter- 
val of  ministry  elsewhere,  returned  again  in  the  same 
capacity,  is  with  us  tonight. 

"The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Lindsay  Withrow  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  receiving  at  the  hands  of  two  great  denom- 
inations the  most  signal  honors  they  had  the  power 
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to  bestow.  The  National  Council  of  Congregational 
Churches  and  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  have  both  conferred  on  Dr.  Withrow 
the  very  highest  honors  they  could  give.  A  man  of 
stalwart,  uncompromising  convictions,  abiding  faith 
in  the  great  verities  of  religion,  a  champion  of 
righteous  causes,  a  loyal  witness  to  the  saving  power 
of  Jesus  Christ,  the  divineness  of  the  church,  the  in- 
spiration of  the  Bible,  a  fearless  advocate  of  right- 
eousness in  all  its  forms  while  in  full  powder  of  his 
consecrated  manhood,  Dr.  Withrow  is  with  us  tonight 
at  the  eventide  of  life,  venerable  and  beloved.  It  is 
one  of  the  highest  privileges  of  life  to  enjoy  a  tran- 
quil, peaceful  eventide  among  trustworthy,  affection- 
ate friends. 

"Dr.  Withrow  has  a  few  words  for  us,  and  I  trust 
it  will  not  be  too  greatly  taxing  his  energies  for  him 
to  give  them,  upon  the  subject,  'An  Appreciation  of 
the  Prayer  Meeting. '  ' '  Dr.  Withrow  then  spoke  sub- 
stantially as  follows : 

''Beloved  Friends:  I  rejoice  in  this  privilege 
granted  me  on  this  tremendously  important  occasion. 
The  importance  of  the  Park  Street  Centennial  can 
hardly  be  overstated,  and  I  am  sure  for  me  its  enjoy- 
ment can  not  be  overestimated.  We  can  do  some- 
thing in  these  Centennial  observances  for  this  beloved 
old  Church. 

"The  people  who  built  Park  Street  Church  did  it 
in  sacrifice.  It  was  no  ordinary  work.  It  was  costly, 
not  only  in  money,  but  in  personal  sacrifice,  and  in 
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everything  connected  with  its  progress.  They  had  a 
foundation  on  which  to  build  from  the  very  first.  For 
a  hundred  years  the  Church  has  been  climbing  up- 
ward. 

''Let  us  go  back  a  hundred  years  and  we  find  our- 
selves on  the  top  of  Beacon  Hill.  We  hear  voices  of 
debate  and  even  of  dispute.  Yet  the  dispute  is  not  an 
unkindly  one.  ]\Ien  and  women  are  earnestly  talking 
as  to  how  they  shall  go  on  in  Christian  service.  They 
have  met  in  a  little  house  on  the  hill  where  they  have 
been  holding  meetings,  and  they  have  just  raised  the 
question  whether  they  can  raise  37  cents  to  maintain 
the  meetings.  One  thing  they  were  determined — not 
to  go  in  debt.  That  was  an  admirable  idea  at  the 
very  beginning.  But  how  small  things  must  have  ap- 
peared. It  was  a  day  of  small  things.  Nevertheless, 
a  mighty  power  was  shown  in  all  their  planning  and 
doing.  The  beginning  was  made  through  the  power 
of  God  coming  into  their  hearts.  They  felt  that  God 
was  near.  They  had  no  bad  feeling  toward  one  an- 
other or  toward  any  one  else.  Of  course,  there  were 
some  who  did  have  rather  unpleasant  feelings  toward 
the  Park  Street  Church.  I  know  of  one  man  who 
said  he  never  crossed  the  threshold  of  Park  Street 
Church  because  of  an  unkind  feeling  at  the  beginning. 
But  this  applied  to  only  a  few  individuals.  No,  there 
was  too  much  self-sacrifice  and  too  much  suffering  for 
them  to  cherish  bad  feelings. 

''One  time,  after  I  became  pastor  of  the  Church,  I 
was  called  to  the  bedside  of  a  sick  young  man.     I 
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asked  him  if  he  had  ever  attended  Park  Street 
Church.  'No;  not  much/  he  said,  'and  I  never 
shall.'  He  said  he  always  went  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  street.  I  talked  with  him  and  said :  '  My  dear 
fellow,  there  is  nothing  which  ought  to  make  you  feel 
in  this  way,  for  Park  Street  Church  only  holds  up  to 
all  who  need  Him  a  Savior.'  Three  days  after  he 
was  rejoicing  in  the  Christ  as  his  Savior. 

"Now  about  prayer.  It  must  have  been  fifty  years 
ago  that  the  Fulton  Street  prayer  meeting  was  organ- 
ized. The.  spirit  of  God  was  just  as  much  present  as 
in  Bible  times.  God  was  in  that  great  prayer  meeting. 
Surely  that  was  a  prayer  meeting.  Now  Park  Street 
Church  had  the  same  spirit  that  was  in  the  Fulton 
Street  prayer  meeting.  There  were  many  godly  peo- 
ple who  at  the  beginning  prayed  earnestly  and  con- 
tinually. They  Avere  the  ones  who  were  instrumental 
in  starting  the  Church  and  that  same  kind  of  people 
built  it  up.  Those  who  came  from  the  Old  South 
Church  were  mostly  women.  There  were  some  men. 
But  it  was  especially  two  plain  women,  but  women 
whose  souls  were  great,  that  did  the  most  at  the  begin- 
ning. These  two  great  souls  moved  to  the  building  of 
this  Church.  I  wonder  what  they  tliink  tonight  as 
they  see  the  change  that  has  come  to  this  first  Church. 
We  are  just  beginning  to  take  a  little  notice  of  the 
great  things  that  have  been  done.  Changes  come,  but 
God's  presence  controls  and  makes  these  changes  re- 
sult well.  We  see  our  weakness  in  what  has  not  been 
done.    We  find  our  joy  in  what  has  been  done.     The 


PARK  STREET  CHURCH  CENTENNIAL  35 

Fulton  Street  prayer  meeting  people  did  their  work 
well,  but  not  a  bit  better  than  members  of  Park  Street 
Church. 

"I  look  back  to  my  membership  in  this  Church — I 
think  it  began  about  thirty-two  years  ago — and  my 
heart  has  been  with  it  ever  since,  and  always  will  be 
through  all  eternity.  I  love  to  enjoy  these  good  peo- 
ple who  carry  this  Church  on.  We  can  not  overesti- 
mate the  good  which  has  been  accomplished  by  Park 
Street  Church.  They  have  been  misunderstood  often- 
times and  oftentimes  thought  hard  in  their  theology, 
but  it  is  not  so.  The  people  have  been  a  kindly,  lov- 
ing people.  I  think  it  was  soon  after  I  became  pas- 
tor of  the  Church  the  first  time,  when  there  was  snow 
and  sleet  and  it  was  slippery  on  the  walk,  a  man 
passed  me  at  the  Church  door  and  said:  'Do  you 
know  anything  about  this  Church?  Do  you  see  there 
is  no  ice  or  snow  here?'  'Why,  yes;  I  see  that.' 
'You  know  why,  don't  you?  It  is  Brimstone  corner, 
and  if  you  go  down  eighteen  inches  you  will  meet  fire. 
It  is  a  bad  place  below.'  Isn't  it  strange  that  there 
are  people  who  are  silly  enough  to  take  such  a  view 
of  truth  as  that.  But  thoughtful  men  and  women 
think  kindly  of  the  great  good  tidings  to  this  world. 
How  many  organizations  have  been  formed  here? 
What  is  now  the  Watch  and  Ward  Society  was  one  of 
the  last  societies  organized  here,  and  it  has  been  doing 
a  great  deal  of  good.  Well,  I  am  so  happy  to  be  with 
you,  and  the  brightest  recollections  of  my  life  are 
associated  with  Park  Street  Church.    !May  it  long  con- 
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tinue  to  carry  out  the  idea  of  its  founders.  May  it 
long  send  out  the  light  and  the  truth  which  light  the 
way  of  men  and  women  to  eternal  life. ' ' 


Prudextiax  Committee 
The  above  and  Messrs.  Parker,  Wyman,  and  Younkin 


THE  VALUE  OF  THE  CHURCH  CLUB  IN  THE 
DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  INDIVIDUAL 


/j|\N  SATURDAY  evening,  February  27,  the  Wo- 
vl/  man's  Club  of  Park  Street  Church  and  the 
men's  organization  known  as  "Park  Street  Club" 
met  in  joint  session  with  friends  and  invited  guests 
in  the  parlors  and  chapel  of  Park  Street  Church.  A 
general  reception  and  social  occupied  the  first  hour. 

The  President  of  the  Men's  Club,  Mr.  Hugh  D. 
McLellan,  and  the  President  of  the  Woman's  Club, 
Mrs.  Charles  F.  Clark,  divided  the  honors  of  presid- 
ing, and  at  their  mutual  request  the  pastor  intro- 
duced the  speaker  of  the  evening,  the  Rev.  Dr.  George 
L.  Cady  of  the  Pilgrun  Congregational  Church  of 
Dorchester. 

The  subject  of  Dr.  Cady's  address  was  ''The  Value 
of  the  Church  Club  in  the  Development  of  the  Indi- 
vidual." The  following  abstract  of  the  address  pre- 
sents its  salient  points: 

"No  better  definition  of  genius  has  ever  been 
formed  than  that  by  Carlyle,  who  said,  'Genius  is  co- 
operation with  the  real  tendency  of  the  world.'  The 
insight  to  see  the  real  tendency  of  the  times,  whither 
the  times  are  moving,  what  forces  are  wrapped  up  in 
them  for  tomorrow,  and  then  to  have  the  courage  to 
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champion  that  tomorrow — this  is  genius.  What  is 
the  tendency  of  the  time?  What  are  men  striving 
for?  What  is  this  age  in  travail  to  bring  forth  1 
These  are  the  questions  which  confront  us  and  chal- 
lenge our  attention. 

' '  I  am  not  one  given  to  over-criticism  of  the  church, 
but  it  will  be  no  rash  statement,  nor  one  likely  to  be 
controverted,  when  I  say  that  what  the  church  needs 
more  today  than  anything  is  this  insight  of  genius. 
Too  often  she  has  tagged  on  behind  the  onward  march 
of  events  mourning  her  inability  to  catch  up.  But 
just  now  the  church  is  taking  an  inventory  of  her 
forces,  and  her  latent  power  in  the  laity  is  being  made 
manifest  as  never  before.  This  laity  is  now  forming 
itself  into  clubs  and  consecrating  and  concentrating 
that  wealth  and  intelligence  which  has  too  often  been 
forgotten  by  the  church  in  its  effort  to  accomplish  its 
task.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  no  achievement 
impossible,  no  evil  too  large  or  arrogant,  no  battle  too 
hard  for  such  a  power.  With  such  a  genius  and  with 
such  a  force  the  Cross  might  soon  be  planted  over 
every  rampart  of  evil,  over  every  civic  abuse ! 

''The  opportunity  and  call  to  the  church  club  of 
today  is  a  paradoxical  one,  but  to  keep  our  equili- 
brium between  the  eternal  paradoxes  of  life  is  life — 
to  not  do  it  is  death.  This  twofold  business  of  the 
church  is  to  socialize  the  individual  and  to  individual- 
ize society.  Social  salvation  lies  in  both :  to  stop  hold- 
ing before  men  either  social  or  individual  responsi- 
bility, for  emphasis  on  one  or  the  other  is  to  plunge 
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into  chaos  no  less  than  as  though  the  world  should 
lean  an  atom's  weight  more  to  centrifugal  than  to 
centripetal  gravity. 

WE   MUST   SOCIALIZE   THE   INDIVIDUAL. 

"We  have  heard  lately  a  great  deal  about  social 
dangers.  Now  we  are  told  it  is  graft,  now  corruption, 
now  charters,  now  greed,  now  immigration,  now  the 
race  question,  but  when  all  these  have  been  reduced  to 
a  common  denominator  we  find  that  the  real  cause  is 
just  one — that  the  individual  here  and  there  is  un- 
socialized;  that  he  is  seeking  his  own  advancement  at 
the  social  expense ;  that  he  is  taking  advantage  of  the 
social  aggregate  that  he  may  build  up  the  individual 
unit,  and  that  his  creed  has  been  reduced  to  these 
terms : 

"It  is  blessed  to  die  for  one's  country. 

"  It  is  more  blessed  to  live  for  one 's  country. 

"It  is  most  blessed  to  live  on  one's  country. 

"There  is  only  one  thing  that  makes  Platts  and 
Quays  and  Clarks  for  our  senates;  Tweeds  and  Tam- 
manys  for  our  cities;  McCalls  and  Hydes  for  our  in- 
surance companies;  thugs  and  saloonkeepers  for  our 
city  councils;  Pittsburgh  millionaires  for  our  social 
shame,  with  Thaws  and  Nesbits  for  their  fruitage — 
only  one  thing — and  that  is  the  unreconstructed  indi- 
vidual, the  unregenerate  egoist,  the  unsocialized 
animal. 

"Jesus  came  in  to  usher  a  new  kingdom  here  on 
earth  as  well  as  in  Heaven.    Whatever  discussion  there 
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may  be  about  His  words,  there  can  be  no  discussion 
about  His  life,  and  life  is  greater  than  words,  and 
His  life  remains  the  most  beautiful  still  in  history, 
because  it  was  the  most  socialized.  The  utmost  meas- 
ure of  a  truly  socialized  individual  is  to  be  able  to 
write  over  him,  'He  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto 
but  to  minister.'  Just  as  men  approach  that,  they 
are  socialized  because  Christized.  The  moment  one 
tries  to  put  that  sentence  over  many  of  our  public 
men,  one  realizes  how  little  separates  us  from  the  pa- 
ganism of  Nero. 

"But  one  is  immediately  met  by  the  declaration, 
even  by  Christian  business  men,  that  the  Golden  Kule 
of  Jesus  is  a  dream,  and  that  to  follow  it  in  our  mod- 
ern commercial  life  spells  suicide.  Christian  business 
men !  I  would  not  dare  to  say  that  if  I  were  you,  for, 
if  it  be  true,  there  is  left  only  one  thing  for  me  to  do, 
if  I  am  to  be  intellectually  and  morally  honest,  and 
that  is  to  become  a  Socialist.  If  the  law  of  Jesus 
cannot  be  followed  and  the  law  of  love  be  lived  out  in 
our  modern  commercial  system,  then  the  present  sys- 
tem must  go,  for  He  must  reign!  So  profoundly  do 
I  believe  in  Jesus  as  leader  and  King  that  I  must 
make  it  my  business  to  do  away  with  any  system  an- 
tagonistic to  Him,  and  the  kingdom  which  can  not 
stand  the  test  of  His  law  had  better  put  on  its  hat  to 
go  and  'stand  not  on  the  order  of  its  going.'  But 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  two  are  irreconcilables.  I 
do  not  believe  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  live  the  life  of 
Christ  in  our  modern  world.    It  has  never  been  tried, 
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aud  what  has  not  been  tried  no  one  has  a  right  to  say 
is  impossible.  The  imperative  duty  of  every  man  who 
has  named  the  name  of  Jesus,  who  is  connected  with 
that  large  and  growing  body  of  men  in  our  church 
clubs,  is  to  make  the  next  hundred  years  resplendent 
with  a  serious  and  what  I  believe  will  prove  to  be  a 
victorious  attempt  to  practice  the  ethics  of  Jesus  in 
our  present  age  and  with  them  socialize  the  individual 
for  a  new  age. 

WE    MUST    INDIVIDUALIZE    SOCIETY. 

''Paradoxical  as  it  may  seem,  I  make  bold  to  re- 
verse that  former  proposition  into  this :  We  must  indi- 
vidualize society.  However  old  or  trite  it  may  seem, 
we  must  again  and  again,  with  monotonous  repetition, 
impress  upon  men  the  fact  that  as  the  cause  of  social 
ills  is  not  primarily  in  social  conditions  but  in  indi- 
vidual degeneration,  so  the  process  of  social  ameliora- 
tion is  not  to  be  found  in  social  legislation  but  in 
individual  regeneration. 

' '  It  is  just  here  that  we  part  company  with  the  So- 
cialist. Socialism  and  Christianity  have  much  in 
common,  in  that  both  are  a  protest  against  existing 
conditions  and  both  dream  and  work  for  a  new  world, 
but  the  programs  for  attaining  the  ideal  kingdom  are 
radically  different.  I  do  not  know  of  any  class  of 
men  who  need  more  to  sit  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  to 
learn  the  right  program  for  social  reconstruction  than 
the  Socialist.  To  them,  as  to  all.  He  would  reply: 
'The  kingdom  of  Heaven  cometh  not  with  observa- 
tion, for  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  is  within  you. '   That 
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is  the  last  place  where  a  Socialist  looks  for  it.  Social- 
ism approaches  the  new  kingdom  from  without,  while 
Jesiis  approaches  it  from  within.  Socialism  says, 
Given  that  a  man  has  enough  to  eat,  and  to  wear,  and 
to  live  on,  then  he  will  be  moral  and  spiritual.  Jesus 
says.  Given  that  a  man  seeks  first  the  kingdom  of 
moral  and  spiritual  and  godly  things,  and  all  that  he 
needs  to  eat  and  to  wear  will  follow.  Jesus  knew  that 
there  are  men  who  would  be  pigs  if  you  put  them  in 
palaces  and  there  are  others  who  would  be  princes  if 
you  put  them  in  pigsties,  but  the  princes  would  turn 
the  pigsties  into  palaces  and  the  pigs  would  trans- 
form the  palaces  into  pigsties.  You  can  put  a  wrong 
man  into  a  mansion  and  he  will  transform  it  into  a 
hovel,  but  you  can  take  the  passion  out  of  the  man 
and  the  hovel  will  slowly  take  on  the  form  of  beauty 
and  ease,  if  not  of  luxury.  I  do  not  mean  that  we 
should  relax  our  efforts  to  change  environment  all 
we  can,  for  this  we  must  do  to  give  the  spiritual  a 
chance,  but  too  often  when  we  have  done  it  we  are 
surprised  to  find  how  little  the  man  rises  to  meet  us 
half  way. 

''A  complete  inventory  of  the  environment  does  not 
account  for  all  of  a  man.  In  a  Socialist  discussion  I 
was  challenged  to  produce  one  individual  who  was 
not  a  complete  product  and  creation  of  his  age.  I 
should  reply  that  at  least  there  stand  two  men  in  his- 
tory whom  their  own  age  could  not  have  produced  be- 
cause their  own  age  could  not  comprehend  them — 
Socrates  and  Christ.    "When  you  have  dissected  these 
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two  men  (even  if  you  consider  the  latter  only  a  man), 
and  have  reduced  them  to  an  ultimate  analysis,  when 
you  have  taken  so  much  of  them  and  credited  it  to 
heredity,  and  so  much  to  environment,  and  so  much 
to  education,  you  will  have  left  a  remainder  which  is 
not  the  creature  but  the  creator  of  environment,  the 
reaction  of  which  upon  the  age  is  infinitely  greater 
than  the  age  upon  it.  It  takes  something  more  than 
the  impinging  of  circumstances  to  produce  in  any  age 
a  man  to  whom  all  philosophy  looks  back  over  2,500 
years,  as  it  does  to  Socrates,  and  one  to  whom  all  re- 
ligious and  social  hope  and  thought  points  back  over 
2,000  years,  as  they  do  to  Jesus,  who  has  become  the 
molder  and  creator  of  all  social  life  and  the  re-creator 
of  men  in  the  Twentieth  more  truly  than  He  was  in 
the  First  or  the  Tenth.  You  cannot  reduce  Jesus  to  a 
biological  analysis  and  put  Him  in  labeled  bottles. 
The  remainder  that  is  left  is  a  remainder  that  tran- 
scends and  defies  all  external  determinism  and  in  turn 
becomes  the  determining  factor  of  His  own  age  and 
all  after  time. 

"I  think  no  word  has  crept  into  modem  nomencla- 
ture more  unchristian  than  the  word  ^masses/  Je- 
sus certainly  knew  no  'masses,'  but  just  'men.' 
It  is  time  we  dissolved  every  mass,  every  mob,  every 
aggregation  into  individuals,  laying  on  them  not  only 
the  responsibility  for  social  acts,  but  on  us  also  the  re- 
sponsibility for  their  individual  regeneration.  Men 
are  handpicked,  one  by  one.  The  Gospel,  like  leaven, 
goes  from  individual  particle  to  individual  particle, 
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and  the  measure  is  leavened  not  in  the  aggregate,  but 
in  the  atomic  mass.  The  method  of  Jesus  was  not 
social,  but  it  was  the  creation  of  personal  centers  and 
by  man  to  man  to  encompass  the  world.  That  the 
torch  of  life  was  to  be  caught  from  hand  to  hand  until 
the  whole  world  was  to  be  girdled  with  fire  was  His 
dream.  Such  a  task  as  this  demands  every  man  who 
has  named  His  name.  Thank  God,  in  the  choice  of 
His  agencies,  the  Holy  Spirit  knows  no  such  distinc- 
tions as  clergy  and  laity.  The  historically  leveling- 
up  process  has  made  us  all  kings  and  priests  unto  lost 
souls.  The  saving  work  of  the  world  no  longer  hangs 
on  vestments,  but  on  the  man  who,  by  willingness  and 
passion  for  men,  is  set  apart  to  be  a  ministering  spirit 
to  all  who  hunger  for  God,  turning  his  counter,  or 
his  desk,  or  bench,  into  an  altar  for  devotional  service. 
The  sacrament  of  life  today  is  broken  not  only  by 
those  whose  heads  have  felt  the  consecrating  hands  of 
bishops,  but  he  also  stands  in  the  apostolic  succession 
who  knows  how  to  bring  men  to  Jesus. ' ' 

Music  and  refreshments  followed  the  address.  The 
occasion  brought  together  a  very  large  number  of 
the  younger  members  of  the  congregation  and  was 
thoroughly  enjoyable.  The  unexpected  presence  and 
greeting  of  the  Rev.  I.  J.  Lansing  added  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  occasion. 


©rder  of  Service 


Sunday  Morning,  February  28,  at  10:30 


T^rtiuht,  (©rgati  aiti  (§rd)tBttn,  "Largo"        ....       Handel 

Soxnlogg  (The  people  standing) 

Sfnbnrattnn  (The  people  standing) 

AntljPttt,  "Let  Every  Soul  Be  Subject  to  the  Higher  Power"     ,     Stainer 

2JrHpnnHtbp  SeaJixng,  No.  38 

W\]t  <Mm'\n,  Patrt  (Choir  and  Congregation) 

®Ijp  f^gmtt  Praia?  S'Olig,  No.  173  (The  people  standing) 

^rrtptttr?  IC^SHnn 

Atttljrm,  "Strike  the  Cymbal" Pucitta 

5^aBtoral  Pragpr 

Amtounrrmrnla 

©ffiertnrQ  Prayrr 

Sinn  from  tij?  Olr^atiOtt,  "On  Thee  Each  Living  Soul  Awaits"    Haydn 

?l^2m«  of  Sebnttnn,  No.  154 

S'^rmon,  "The  Immutable  Affirmations  of  Christianity" 
Rev.  a.  Z.  Conrad,  D.D, 

^^mxx,  No.  220 

Qlnmmumott  ^txhxtt  an&  Kf rpptxon  of  MtvxhiVB 

"^XWQjiV  (The  people  seated) 

'^tntbxtXxatx 

"^QBtXviht,  ©rgan  anb  ©rrljMtra,  "Hallelujah  Chorus"       .       Handel 


IMMUTABLE  AFFIRMATIONS  OF 
CHRISTIANITY 


(§ 


Centennial  Sermon  by  Rev.  A,  Z,  Conrad,  D,  D. 
,N  SUNDAY  morning  at  half  past  ten  the  audi- 
torium was  filled  to  the  doors  with  a  congrega- 
tion not  only  thoroughly  sympathetic  with  the  pur- 
poses of  the  occasion,  but  heartily  enthusiastic  in  the 
privilege  of  being  present  upon  an  occasion  of  so 
great  significance.  Special  music  had  been  prepared 
by  the  director,  Mr.  E.  Cutter,  Jr.,  and  the  quartet  and 
chorus  were  reinforced  by  the  Bostonia  Orchestra. 
The  sermon  upon  ''The  Immutable  Affirmations  of 
Christianity"  was  preached  by  the  pastor,  and  here- 
with appears  in  full: 

"Park  Street  Church  is  celebrating  the  completion 
of  a  century  of  service.  The  century  period  is  one  of 
the  most  significant  in  human  measurements  of  time. 
It  is  not  sufficiently  long  to  prevent  a  comprehension 
of  its  unity,  and  yet  it  is  long  enough  to  admit  of  val- 
uable inductions.  The  full  significance  of  applied 
principles  in  determining  permanent  tendencies  be- 
comes apparent.  The  present  is  mighty  with  the  im- 
pulses of  the  past.  Calm  retrospection  awakens  a 
sense  of  appreciation  and  gratitude,  unfolds  to  the 
vision  the  majesty  of  truth,  the  beneficence  of  Di- 
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vine  Providence,  the  wealth  and  worth  of  human  con- 
secration and  devotement  to  high  ideals. 

"  'When  gratitude  o'er  flows  the  swelling  heart 
And  breathes  with  free  and  uncorrupted  praise 
For  benefits  received,  propitious  Heaven 
Takes  such  acknowledgment  as  fragrant  incense 
And  doubles  all  His  blessings.' 

"The  aptest  suggestion  for  this  morning's  discourse 
would  be  a  careful  survey  of  the  origin,  initiative  de- 
velopment and  achievement  of  one  hundred  years  of 
Park  Street  Church's  history.  It  would  be  interest- 
ing, instructive  and  enjoyable  to  pass  in  review  the 
striking  features  of  the  Church's  life  and  service 
since  its  foundation;  the  early  sacrifices  experienced 
by  its  founders  and  promoters;  its  growth  in  power 
and  influence ;  its  interest  in  civic  righteousness ;  its 
contribution  to  national  reforms;  its  application  of 
Christian  principles  in  the  promotion  of  truth  and 
justice ;  its  heroic  activities  in  the  interests  of  human 
freedom ;  the  continuous  and  consistent  enthusiasm  in 
the  promulgation  of  the  evangelical  faith;  the  unre- 
mitting missionary  zeal  manifested  in  generous  con- 
tribution and  s^Tupathetic  co-operation  with  our  great 
missionary  organizations;  the  intrepidity  and  daring 
shown  in  promoting  temperance  reform;  its  firm  and 
unequivocal  insistence  upon  the  integrity  of  the 
Christian  scriptures  and  the  great  fundamentals  of 
the  Christian  faith,  all  these  are  matters  of  record 
in  which  we  have  a  just  pride  and  satisfaction. 

"Never    since   the    founding    of    the    Church    has 
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there  been  a  departure  from  the  purposes  which  ani- 
mated its  founders.  In  nothing  could  Providential 
guidance  be  more  definitely  declared  than  in  minis- 
terial selection  and  succession  since  the  founding  of 
the  Church.  It  would  be  a  source  of  inspiration  and 
an  incentive  to  holy  endeavor  were  we  able  to  pre- 
sent some  of  the  great  personalities  represented  in 
the  ministers  and  officers  upon  whom  the  responsibil- 
ities of  leadership  in  Park  Street  Church  have  rested. 

"To  another  has  been  committed  the  privilege  of  a 
historic  survey  which  will  be  presented  during  the 
progress  of  our  Centennial  Celebration.  The  discourse 
of  this  morning  may,  therefore,  properly  and  appro- 
priately concern  itself  with  a  careful  consideration  of 
'The  Immutable  Affirmations  of  Christianity.' 

' '  The  appropriateness  of  this  theme  becomes  all  the 
more  apparent  when  we  correctly  interpret  the  mo- 
tives which  animated  the  founders  of  the  Church  and 
which  have  actuated  those  to  whom  has  been  com- 
mitted the  responsibility  of  preaching  the  Word. 

"Much  misapprehension  has  existed  regarding  the 
causes  which  resulted  in  the  organization  of  Park 
Street  Church.  Let  it  be  clearly  understood  that  it 
was  organized  and  has  been  maintained,  not  as  a  pro- 
test, but  as  a  proclamation;  not  as  a  disclaimer,  but 
as  a  declaration;  not  as  an  anathema,  but  as  an  ap- 
peal ;  not  as  an  iconoclasm,  but  as  a  constructive  force. 

"The  negative  viewpoint  is  always  misleading.  It 
is  the  positive  viewpoint  which  makes  possible  a  cor- 
rect interpretation.     No  one  has  ever  questioned  the 
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consistency,  tlie  integrity,  the  loyalty,  the  fidelity,  the 
intrepidity,  of  Park  Street  Church  as  related  to  her 
doctrinal  ideals.  The  conspicuous  characteristic  of 
the  Church  has  been  her  virility;  in  faith  and  force 
she  has  stood  the  test  of  time,  and  has  been  a  charac- 
ter-making agency,  producing  stalwarts  in  the  faith 
and  contributing  courage  and  confidence  through  all 
the  years.  The  artist  who  would  undertake  accu- 
rately and  fairly  to  portray  her  past  would  present 
mountain  peaks  of  achievement,  rolling  torrents  of 
energy,  beautiful  valleys  abounding  in  fragrant  gar- 
dens, extensive  harvest  fields,  and  orchards  and  vine- 
yards laden  with  luscious  fruit. 

THE  IMMUTABLE  AFFIRMATIONS  OF  CHRISTIANITY. 

' '  A  study  of  Christian  affirmations  leads  us  into  the 
realm  of  highest  realities.  We  are  face  to  face  with 
the  things  which  eternally  abide.  There  are  great 
laws  of  life  as  fixed  and  as  permanent  as  the  nature 
of  the  Eternal.  There  are  undying  principles,  funda- 
mental facts,  no  more  affected  by  passing  millenniums 
than  is  the  personality  of  God.  There  are  rock  foun- 
dations which  furnish  a  sure  and  safe  support  for 
every  noble  structure  which  faith  and  love  can  rear. 
Truth,  in  the  abstract,  is  eternal.  The  interpretation 
and  discovery  of  truth,  and  its  practical  and  saving 
application,  change  with  the  increasing  ^^isdom  of 
mankind.  It  is  immensely  important  for  us  to  recog- 
nize the  finality  of  Revelation  as  readily  as  we  would 
recognize  the  eternity  of  truth.  The  character  of  God 
does  not  change,  though  manifestations  of  God  accord 
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with  liiiman  need  and  human  abilities  of  comprehen- 
sion. 

''The  passion  which  should  possess  us  is  a  passion 
for  the  true  and  not  a  passion  for  the  new.  The  new 
can  only  be  such  in  its  manifestation  and  expression. 
The  manufactured  and  the  developed  alike  have  be- 
hind them  unchanging  principles  and  eternal  laws. 
The  science  of  astronomy  makes  real  to  us  the  facts 
which  have  ever  obtained  as  to  the  splendor  and  im- 
mensity of  the  Universe  of  God.  But  our  interest  in 
some  new  astronomical  discovery  must  not  be  per- 
mitted to  diminish  our  enthusiasm  for  the  glory  of  the 
heavens.  The  newer  interest  and  the  discoveries  in 
the  realms  of  biology  and  psychology  should  also  in- 
crease our  apprehension  and  appreciation  of  the  mys- 
teries of  human  life  as  related  to  origin,  development, 
duty  and  destiny  which  constitute  a  significant  part 
of  Revelation.  The  laws  of  mental  suggestion  ought 
more  firmly  to  fix  our  thought  upon  the  possibility  of 
the  complete  domination  of  the  divine  in  human  life 
under  the  impress  and  contact  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

RELIGION. 

"Religion  is  man's  life  as  related  to  God.  It  com- 
prehends the  most  sacred  of  all  conceivable  relations 
of  life.  It  concerns  itself  with  the  holiest  thinking 
and  doing.  It  presents  man  as  sustaining  definite 
relations  with  God.  Fellowship  with  the  Divine  is  a 
fundamental  thought  in  religion. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  RELIGION. 

"The  Christian  religion  has  as  its  particular  feat- 
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ure  the  self-revelation  of  God,  whose  final  and  glo- 
rious culmination  appears  in  the  person  and  work  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Truth,  wherever  we  find  it,  has  a  defi- 
nite bearing  upon  the  development  of  the  human  race 
and  the  individual  members  of  the  human  race.  Sci- 
ence becomes  our  great  teacher,  aiding  us  in  our  study 
of  the  unfolding  of  God's  universe  and  emphasizing 
the  laws  of  life  and  progress.  Philosophy  comes  to  our 
aid,  and  by  processes  of  reflective  thought  we  are  en- 
abled to  develop  and  apply  the  doctrines  of  duty  and 
destiny. 

"Jesus  Christ  Himself  is  the  supreme  revelation  of 
God,  and  the  final  source  of  information  regarding 
the  nature  and  purposes  of  God.  Christianity  affirms 
that  while  God's  self -revealing  and  unveiling  finds 
its  climax  in  the  life,  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ,  it  does  not  cease  with  that,  but  is  a  continuous 
self-revelation  to  the  soul  of  man. 

THE  BIBLE. 

' '  The  record  of  God 's  self -revelation  was  preserved 
in  a  believing  church  and  inspired  writings.  Revela- 
tion is  progressive.  It  may  be  expected  to  continue 
through  all  time  and  eternity  and  a  wider  revelation 
of  God  is  to  be  expected  through  this  illumination  of 
the  mind  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  interpreting  providences 
and  all  facts  of  experience,  clarifying  and  beautifying 
the  sacred  record  which  we  call  the  Bible.  Christian- 
ity affirms  unhesitatingly  the  unqualified  trustworthi- 
ness and  reliability  of  the  Christian  Scriptures  to  lead 
the  soul  to  God  and  develop  the  highest  possible  per- 


PARK  STREET  CHURCH  CENTENNIAL  53 

sonal  character.  The  selection  of  these  sacred  writ- 
ings is  not  an  arbitrary  action  of  Councils,  but  a  spir- 
itual selection  determined  by  their  contents.  The 
chief  credential  of  the  Bible  is  not  to  be  found  in  an 
external  seal,  but  in  the  inherent  nature  of  the  Word 
itself;  in  its  extraordinary  spiritual  penetration;  in 
its  ability  to  contribute  to  the  holiness  and  the  hope 
and  peace  of  humanity.  The  Bible  finds  man  at  his 
deepest  depth  and  lifts  him  to  his  highest  level  of 
thinking  and  doing.  The  supreme  affirmation  of  the 
Bible  is  that  God  came  to  this  world,  spoke  to  it  in 
love,  and  by  life  and  sacrifice  made  adequate  provision 
for  the  holiness  and  happiness  of  every  member  of  the 
human  race.  Christianity  affirms  such  an  inspiration 
of  the  Scriptures  as  is  adequate  for  the  purposes 
which  God  meant  them  to  serve.  The  authority  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  is  the  authority  of  God,  who  abides 
in  the  Scriptures  and  whose  self -revealing  constitutes 
the  main  body  of  the  Sacred  Book 

THE  IMMUTABLE  AFFIRMATIONS   OF   CHRISTIANITY 
CONCERNING  GOD. 

"The  primary  affirmation  of  Christianity  concern- 
in  God  is  Holy  Personality.  He  is  free  spirit  and  per- 
sonal spirit.  He  is  infinite,  in  that  the  boundaries 
which  pertain  to  finite  being  are  not  applicable  to 
Him.  In  attributes  and  qualities  He  is  measureless. 
He  is  eternal.  There  was  no  time  when  He  was  not, 
nor  will  there  ever  be  a  time  when  He  will  not  be. 
He  is  immutable,  in  that  His  character  is  changeless. 
He  is  Omnipresent,  in  that  He  acts  without  limit  every- 
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where.  He  is  Omnipotent,  in  that  He  is  able  to  what- 
ever is  required  by  His  nature,  whatever  is  demanded 
by  Infinite  Holiness  and  Goodness.  He  is  Omniscient, 
knowing  all  that  is  or  can  be.  His  knowledge  is  per- 
fect and  without  restrictions.  He  in-dwells  His 
world.  But  being  one  with  His  universe.  He  also  sur- 
passes it,  and  is  thus  able  to  act  upon  it.  God's  work 
in  His  world  is  not  sporadic,  not  governed  by  impulse. 
He  works  systematically,  and  the  method  of  His  work 
we  call  Law.  Law,  therefore,  is  not  a  force,  but  the 
way  in  which  God  works  and  achieves  in  His  world. 
So  far  as  we  are  able  to  understand  the  method  of 
God,  it  is  progressive,  and  in  the  process  of  evolving, 
the  lesser  becomes  the  greater,  and  the  trend  is  up- 
ward. This  world  is  no  more  self-sustaining  than  it 
is  self-existent.  The  Creator,  through  a  perpetual 
expression  of  His  force,  sustains  the  universe  He  has 
created.  Whenever  God's  activity  is  of  a  kind  to  ac- 
centuate His  personal  presence  and  is  outside  of  the 
ordinary  method  of  Divine  work,  we  denominate  such 
activity  supernatural.  When  these  supernatural  ac- 
tivities have  in  them  a  moral  object  we  say  of  such  an 
act  as  a  miracle.  Such  activity  is  not  to  be  thought  of 
as  an  interference,  but  rather  God  working  naturally 
from  above  and  beyond  the  order  of  events  as  known 
to  men. 

CHRISTIAN  AFFIRMATION  AS  TO  THE  PURPOSES 
OF  CREATION. 

*'It   is   inconceivable   that   an   Infinite   Holy   God 
should  be  satisfied  with  anything  less  than  a  spirit- 
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nal  achievement  commensurate  with  his  power  and 
nature.  Christianity,  therefore,  affirms  a  spiritual 
purpose  in  creation  and  Providence.  God  is  not  a 
subject  but  a  Sovereign,  and  He  exercises  His  sover- 
eignty in  accordance  with  His  holy  nature.  There  is 
a  spiritual  sequence  in  all  human  conduct.  The  fa- 
therhood of  God  is  conspicuous  in  every  act  of  His 
sovereignty.  The  love  of  an  Infinite  Father  is  to  be 
found  in  all  acts  of  Providence.  But  we  must  con- 
template Providence,  not  as  some  peculiar  act  of  s^th- 
pathy  or  assistance,  but  rather  God's  continuous  up- 
holding of  all  things  'by  the  Word  of  His  Power.'  It 
is  within  the  realm  of  law  that  God  exercises  His 
guiding  power  in  His  all-wise  administration  of  hu- 
man affairs.  In  this  He  never  infringes  upon  man's 
power  of  free  self-determination. 

THE  THREEFOLDNESS  OP  GOD. 

"The  affirmations  of  Christianity  are  unequivocal 
as  to  the  unity  of  God.  The  whole  Old  Testament  is 
a  protest  against  polytheism.  In  God's  self -revealing 
there  is  a  threefold  manifestation  out  of  which,  as  by 
a  metaphysical  necessity,  the  truth  and  fact  of  the 
threefoldness  of  God  is  developed.  This  threefoldness 
appears  in  the  very  nature  of  God  as  well  as  in  His 
self-manifestation.  Nothing  clarifies  so  many  ab- 
struse spiritual  problems  or  carries  to  the  heart  so 
much  of  comfort  and  such  large  suggestions  of  fel- 
lowship between  the  infinite  and  the  finite  as  the 
Christian  affirmation  of  the  Holy  Trinity.  The  pro- 
logue of  St.  John's  Gospel  is  emphatic  in  declaring 
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the  pre-existence  of  Jesus,  and  in  this  declaration 
affirms  a  community  of  being  in  God.  The  Holy- 
Spirit  is  presented  in  such  parallel  revelation  with 
Christ,  both  in  His  power  and  His  nature,  as  to 
leave  no  question  regarding  the  fellowship  which  He 
sustains  with  the  Father.  Christ's  own  declaration, 
'He  that  hath  seen  Me  hath  seen  the  Father,'  is  one 
of  many  affirmations  of  equality.  In  all  references 
He  personalized^  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  uttered  proph- 
ecies regarding  His  work  in  the  world,  which  have 
had  abundant  fulfilment. 

THE   THREEFOLDNESS  EXPRESSED  IN   FATHER- 
HOOD AND  SAVIORHOOD. 

' '  The  directive  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  must  neces- 
sarily have  a  rational  ground  and  source  in  the  being 
of  God.  Christianity  affirms  the  incarnation  of  God 
in  Jesus  Christ.  Christian  affirmations  respecting  the 
Holy  Trinity,  in  their  application  to  individual  life, 
wonderfully  enrich  all  religious  conceptions  and  se- 
cure the  consciousness  of  a  personal  relationship  with 
God  which  is  impossible  on  any  other  basis.  The  vi- 
tality of  the  doctrine  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  who 
will  read  the  history  of  Christianity  with  a  judicial 
temper  and  a  historic  spirit. 

THE  IMMUTABLE  AFFIRMATIONS  OF  CHRISTIAN- 
ITY RESPECTING  MAN. 

''Christianity  affirms  respecting  man  that  he  is 
personal  and  sustains  definite  and  indestructible  rela- 
tions ^vith  God.  Self-consciousness  and  reflective 
thought  may  be  predicated  of  man  as  truly  as  of  his 
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Creator.  He  has  the  power  of  recognizing  spiritual 
suggestion,  he  has  the  power  of  self-determination 
through  choice ;  he  is  immortal,  in  that  death  can  not 
affect  the  continuity  of  his  being ;  he  is  possessed  of  a 
judicial  quality  with  power  to  approve  or  condemn 
every  recognized  moral  act;  his  sense  of  obligation  is 
continuous.  In  his  judgments  he  approves  his  own 
obedience  to  his  sense  of  right,  and  condemns  his  dis- 
obedience to  this  same  sense  of  right.  Christianity 
declares  that  the  ground  of  moral  obligation  is  in  the 
absolute  holiness  of  God.  It  is  basal  in  the  very  uni- 
verse of  God.  What  the  intelligence  and  conscience 
of  man  declare  to  be  good  furnishes  his  individual 
standard  of  duty.  Christian  affirmations  respecting 
man  are  in  no  way  conditioned  by  any  theories  as  to 
the  origin  of  the  human  race.  The  affirmation  is  that 
man  stands  as  the  crown  and  climax  of  a  great  proc- 
ess. He  has  carried  up  into  himself  the  best  of  all 
that  is  below  him.  In  powers  and  destiny  man  stands 
separated  from  all  the  rest  of  creation. 

CHRISTIAN  AFFIRMATION  REGARDING  SIN. 

*'It  is  impossible  to  consider  the  human  race  with- 
out taking  into  consideration  a  dark,  deadly  fact 
which  in  all  Christian  affirmation  relating  to  it  is 
called  '  sin. '  A  sense  of  ill-desert  on  account  of  wrong- 
doing is  universal.  The  consciousness  of  the  justice 
of  judgment  for  the  violation  of  our  sense  of  right 
and  duty  is  also  universal.  No  true  definition  of  sin 
is  possible  without  at  the  same  time  recognizing  clear- 
ly that  there  is  nothing  arbitrary  about  the  law  of 
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God.  Sin  is  not  the  violation  of  distinct  decrees  ex- 
cept as  those  decrees  are  expressive  of  divine  person- 
ality. Ignoring  or  opposing  the  nature  of  God  is  sin, 
and  sin  when  it  is  finished  bringeth  forth  death.  The 
evil  men  deliberately  do  is  the  evil  for  which  they  are 
accountable.  Sin  is  the  extreme  opposite  of  goodness. 
It  is  abnormal  to  the  nature  of  man  as  God  created 
him.  The  very  core  of  sin  is  self-will.  It  is  a  revolt 
against  God  Himself  and  His  moral  government  in 
the  world.  Unless  there  is  a  true  recognition  of  sin, 
as  open  as  overt  rebellion  against  God,  there  will  be 
no  true  and  adequate  recognition  of  redemptive  prin- 
ciple and  process,  nor  will  there  be  any  adequate 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  church  to  apply  the  re- 
deeming work  of  Jesus  Christ.  According  to  Chris- 
tian affirmation,  sin  inevitably  alienates  man  from 
God.  The  cleavage  widens  as  sin  increases.  There  is 
no  possibility  of  concord  between  a  holy  God  and  an 
unholy  man.  Guilt,  which  is  the  necessary  conse- 
quence of  sin,  is  followed  by  penalty.  The  conscious- 
ness of  alienation  from  God  produces  restlessness  and 
peacelessness.  A  restoration  of  amicable  relations  be- 
tween man  and  God  is  the  primary  consideration  in 
redemptive  process. 

THE    CHRISTIAN    AFFIRMATION    REGARDING 
FORGIVENESS. 

"Forgiveness  is  indispensable,  when  guilt  becomes 
a  burden  on  the  heart,  before  amicable  relations  with 
God  can  obtain.  Forgiveness  is  no  arbitrary  act,  but 
is  the  natural  and  inevitable  expression  of  love  when 
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it  has  an  opportunity  to  declare  itself.  God's  Holy 
Love  is  thwarted  in  its  purposes  of  bestowal  wherever 
sin  abides.  The  moment  a  man  repents  of  his  sin  and 
turns  in  contrition  and  sorrow,  Di\dne  forgiveness  en- 
ters to  restore  harmony.  Christianity  affirms  that 
while  forgiveness  is  not  capable  of  affecting  a  real 
restoration  of  absolute  innocence,  it  delivers  the  indi- 
vidual from  the  consequences  which  must  necessarily 
follow  his  departure  from  the  path  of  duty.  Chris- 
tianity affirms  the  unceasing  graciousness  of  God 
toward  the  man  who  is  yet  sinning.  Condemnation  is 
not  in  the  nature  of  a  decree,  but  the  essential  condi- 
tion of  the  very  being  of  God,  which  is  Holiness  itself. 
We  affirm  the  abiding  and  unchanging  love  of  God 
toward  the  sinner,  but  we  equally  affirm  the  Divine 
disapprobation  of  God  toward  man  while  he  is  alien- 
ated from  Him.  Disapproval  is  perfectly  consonant 
with  love. 

THE  AFFIRMATION  OF  CHRISTIANITY  RESPECTING 
THE  PERSON   AND  W^ORK  OF  CHRIST. 

' '  Christianity  affirms  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  Son 
of  God.  In  the  first  three  Gospels  we  have  an  account 
of  His  supernatural  birth.  In  the  fourth  Gospel  we 
have  a  declaration  of  His  pre-existence.  Christianity 
definitely  affirms  that  Jesus  Christ  is  not  merely  a 
product  of  the  hiunan  race.  He  was  'conceived  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  born  of  the  Virgin  ^Mary, '  lived  a  hu- 
man life,  mingled  among  men  freely,  and  by  his  life 
and  teachings  distinctly  declared  that  he  stood  in 
unique  and  peculiar  relations  to  God. 
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"One  of  His  chief  characteristics  was  His  sympa- 
thetic serviceableness.  He  spoke  with  familiarity  and 
finality  of  things  of  which  the  ordinary  human  mind 
had  no  true  grasp.  When  occasion  required  He  em- 
ployed His  supernatural  powers  for  the  highest  moral 
purposes.  All  His  works  were  beneficent,  the  very 
fullest  exhibitions  of  sympathetic  love.  His  mission 
was  ignored,  He  Himself  was  rejected  by  the  very 
people  to  whom  He  directed  His  message,  He  was  un- 
justly condemned,  ignominiously  treated,  barbarously 
persecuted,  and  hung  to  a  cross.  He  fulfilled  the  pre- 
diction of  His  own  resurrection,  and  appeared  to  the 
disciples  who  clearly  recognized  Him.  By  successive 
appearances  at  various  intervals  He  placed  beyond  a 
peradventure  the  fact  of  His  physical  resurrection, 
and  in  the  presence  of  His  disciples  departed  from 
them  in  the  form  of  an  ascending  Christ.  His  death 
on  the  cross  was  climacteric,  but  His  resurrection  be- 
came the  real  basis  for  the  establishment  of  Christian- 
ity and  the  Christian  church.  Christianity  affirms  as 
the  mission  of  the  divine  man,  salvation.  He  was  to 
save  the  people  from  their  sins.  'Behold  the  Lamb  of 
God  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world ! '  He  came 
into  the  world  as  its  Redeemer,  its  Savior,  and  ef- 
fected a  true  atonement.  He  declared  that  the  su- 
preme objective  of  His  advent  and  work  was  to  give 
life  in  place  of  death.  He  said:  'I  came  that  they 
might  have  life,  and  that  they  might  have  it  abun- 
dantly. '  Among  the  immutable  affirmations  of  Chris- 
tianity none  is  more  sacred,  more  sublime,  than  this. 
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that  Jesus  Christ  positively  provided  for  the  removal 
of  the  guilt  of  sin  and  the  love  of  sinning  from  every 
individual  life.  Christ  was  God  manifesting  Himself 
savingly  to  a  lost  world.  Christianity  affirms  a  dis- 
tinct and  definite  relation  between  the  sacrifice  of 
Jesus  on  Calvary  and  the  forgiving  grace  of  God. 
God's  grace  is  made  effective  through,  and  only 
iJirougli,  the  work  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  was  the  Lamb 
slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  and  came  to 
earth,  living,  teaching,  dying,  as  the  outward  mani- 
festation of  an  everlasting  truth.  It  was  the  likeness 
of  man  to  God  which  made  possible  this  manifestation 
of  God  in  humanity.  Both  the  divinity  and  the  hu- 
manity of  Jesus  are  supernatural.  His  hmnanity  was 
a  holy  humanity,  untainted  and  unvitiated.  Jesus 
was  both  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Son  of  Man. 

"When  His  mission  and  work  are  recognized  Je- 
sus invariably  secures  the  reconciliation  of  man  to 
God.  The  work  of  Jesus  Christ  has  a  vast  ethical 
significance,  but  the  supreme  significant  fact  is  its 
life-giving  power.  Men  are  united  to  God  through 
Christ.  Nothing  could  more  beautifully  express 
Christ's  absolute  righteousness.  Nothing  could  more 
pleadingly  appeal  to  humanity,  nothing  so  melts  and 
breaks  the  heart  of  man  as  to  witness  love  sacrificing, 
suffering  in  behalf  of  enemies.  Holy  love  reaching 
out  sacrificially  with  saving  purpose  is  alone  vic- 
torious in  the  world.  The  whole  attitude  of  man 
toward  God  is  changed  by  his  acceptance  of  Jesus 
Christ.    In  purpose,  motive,  activity  and  destiny,  man 
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becomes. a  new  creature  when  the  fellowship  of  Jesus 
becomes  a  fact  in  his  life. 

THE  AFFIRMATIONS  OF  CHRISTIANITY  RESPECTING 
THE  HOLY  SPIRIT. 

' '  Christianity  affirms  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a  Per- 
son applying  the  work  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  soul. 
He  awakens,  creates  conviction,  reveals  the  facts  re- 
garding sin,  righteousness  and  judgment.  The  Holy 
Spirit  makes  possible  the  positive  certitudes  of  the 
Christian  respecting  great  spiritual  truths.  He  works 
through  the  intellectual  and  the  aifectional  nature. 
He  illuminates,  elucidates  and  interprets  truth  in  an 
endless  process,  and  thus  produces  and  perfects  Chris- 
tian character. 

CHRISTIAN  AFFIRMATION  RESPECTING  THE  CHURCH. 

'•Christianity  affirms  the  divineness  of  the  church 
of  Christ.  We  affirm  the  reality  of  apostolic  call,  of 
the  institution  of  the  Lord's  supper,  and  thus  the 
establishment  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  Jesus  Christ 
definitely  commissioned  His  disciples  of  all  periods  to 
become  His  witnesses,  confirming  His  teachings,  em- 
phasizing the  reality  of  His  power  to  give  life. 

'■'Among  the  most  significant  affirmations  of  Chris- 
tianity are  those  related  to  the  ethical  nature  of  the 
Christian  religion.  Character  is  a  product  and  not  a 
cause  of  salvation.  Man  is  saved  to  serv^e.  'He  that 
saveth  his  life  shall  lose  it. '  A  Christian  is  a  Christ- 
man,  a  Christ-woman.  The  call  of  the  Cross  is  urgent 
not  only  to  surrender,  but  to  bestow.  The  proof  of 
the  reality  of  Christian  faith  is  to  be  found  in  unsel- 
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fish  ministration.  Jesus  identified  himself  with  the 
need  of  hmnanity.  '  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 
the  least  of  these,  My  disciples,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
Me.' 

IMMUTABLE   AFFIRMATIONS   OF   CHRISTLVNITY 
RESPECTING  PRAYER. 

"Prayer  is  communion  with  God.  In  true  prayer 
there  is  a  deepening  sense  of  fellowship.  The  subjec- 
tive influence  of  prayer  is  immediate,  exalting,  inspir- 
ing, blessed.  But  prayer  is  also  a  procuring  cause.  It 
secures  definite  results  in  the  nature  of  Divine  be- 
stowal. God  is  a  power  not  only  but  a  Person.  He 
hears  and  answers.  Jesus'  teaching  is  explicit  on  this 
point.  'Ask  and  ye  shall  receive.'  Both  material 
and  spiritual  benefits,  blessing,  gifts,  result  from 
prayerful  appeal  and  request.  Growth  in  the  higher 
realities  is  impossible  without  prayer.  Acquaintance 
with  God,  enrichment,  material  and  spiritual,  may  be 
confidently  expected  as  a  result  of  prayer.  All  great 
religious  movements  of  the  centuries  have  originated 
in  an  atmosphere  of  prayer.  A  praying  church  is  a 
purposeful  and  an  achieving  church. 

REDEMPTIVE  LOVE. 

''It  would  be  difficult  to  over-emphasize  the  father- 
hood of  God.  It  is  equally  difficult  to  over-emphasize 
the  brotherhood  of  man.  The  professed  Christian  can 
not  expect  divine  approbation  except  fruit-bearing 
shall  be  a  conspicuous  fact,  confirming  the  profession 
of  Christian  faith.  The  new  life  in  Christ  must  have 
as  its  chief  expression  a  passion  for  humanity,  a  yearn- 
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ing  desire  to  lift  the  world  to  higher  levels  of  think- 
ing and  doing.  The  church  of  Christ  must  address 
herself  fearlessly,  vigorously  to  the  tremendous  yet 
splendid  tasks  which  the  circumstances  and  op- 
portunities of  our  time  present.  The  church  is 
not  a  felicity  only,  but  a  force.  The  only  true  and 
effective  apologetic  is  the  Christ  life.  No  successful 
attack  upon  a  true  disciple  of  Jesus  is  possible. 
Christly  love  is  a  sure  defense  and  ultimately  prevails 
over  all  enemies.  The  great  work  of  the  world  re- 
quires sacrifice,  but  this  sacrifice  will  never  be  prac- 
ticed as  a  result  merely  of  precept,  exhortation,  ad- 
monition, or  instruction.  The  practice  of  sacrifice 
invariably  involves  adequate  motive.  There  is  only 
one  motive  which  will  produce  a  compulsion  over- 
coming all  prejudice,  conquering  every  love  of  ease, 
despising  all  difficulties  and  achieving  divine  results. 
That  motive  is  the  one  which  animated  Jesus  in  His 
patient  endurance,  His  persistent  expression  of  sym- 
path}^,  His  Gathsemane-sorrow ;  His  complacency  un- 
der the  crudest  torture ;  His  steady,  determined  march 
to  Cajvary ;  His  death  for  a  lost  world.  This  was  the 
motive  and  compulsion — redemptive  love. 

"When  this  becomes  the  soul's  controlling  purpose 
and  passion  the  spirit  of  Jesus  is  anew  incarnate  and 
anew  expressing  the  love  of  God.  This,  and  this  only, 
is  the  solvent  of  life's  most  serious  problems.  This, 
and  this  alone,  is  the  answer  to  discouraging  and  for- 
bidding questions.  T'his,  and  this  alone,  can  give  us 
a  true  vision  of  the  future  which  will  inspire  hope, 
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confidence,   assurance;   commanding   our  best   to   ex- 
press itself  heroically,  divinely. 

' '  Confronting  the  new  century  for  this  Church,  let 
this  pulpit  dedicate  itself  to  its  supreme  task  of  de- 
claring the  whole  counsel  of  God.  As  the  central  core 
of  its  message,  as  the  supreme  splendor  of  its  task, 
may  the  pulpit  take  as  its  watchword :  '  The  proclama- 
tion of  Love  Divine  and  Life  Eternal. '  Builded  upon, 
permeated  with  and  dominated  by  the  iromutable 
affirmations  of  Christianity  we  will  seek  to  realize  the 
ideals  of  Jesus  individually  and  as  a  Church,  so  that 
the  inspired  vision  of  Holy  Writ  may  be  realized  and 
He,  whose  we  are,  and  Whom  we  serve  may  present 
this:  'A  glorious  church  without  spot  or  wrinkle,  or 
anv  such  thino;.'  '' 
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THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  AS  A 
POWER  HOUSE 


^it  OLLOWING  the  Sunday  morning  service  ' '  a  ses- 
.ir  sion  extraordinary"  of  the  Sunday  School  was 
held  in  which  not  only  officers,  teachers  and  members 
of  the  school,  but  large  numbers  of  visitors,  gathered 
to  listen  to  an  address  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  F.  N.  Peloubet, 
known  throughout  the  world  for  his  current  commen- 
tary on  the  Simday  School  lesson,  which  has  con- 
tinued for  a  number  of  years  and  has  been  a  feature 
of  the  International  Sunday  School  Lesson  work. 

The  superintendent,  Mr.  F.  A.  Allen,  spoke  felici- 
tously of  the  history  of  the  Park  Street  Sunday 
School,  and  what  it  had  accomplished  in  the  way  of 
instruction  and  the  development  of  character.  He 
emphasized  the  importance  of  a  loyal  and  faithful 
study  of  God's  Word  and  the  value  of  the  Sunday 
School  as  an  aid  to  the  church  and  as  a  force  in  the 
extension  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ. 

Rev.  Dr.  Peloubet  then  addressed  the  school  on  the 
subject  of  ''The  Sunday  School  as  a  Power-House. " 
The  main  points  presented  are  these: 

''It  is  always  a  good  thing  to  stand  on  the  Great 
Divide  between  the  centuries,  and  from  this  mountain 
top,  like  Christian  on  the  Delectable  Mountains,  to 
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look  back  over  tlie  century  that  has  passed  with  its 
varied  experiences,  its  battles  and  its  victories,  its 
good  accomplished  abiding  in  the  present,  its  mistakes 
covered  in  the  depths  of  forgiving  love;  and  then 
turning,  look  the  new  century  in  the  face,  as  the  eye 
of  Moses  swept  over  the  Promised  Land. 

'•Beyond   many   a   battlefield,    and   Apolyon,    and 
slough  of  Despond,  many  a  labor  for  God's  cause  as 
strenuous  as  the  'twelve  labors  of  Hercules,'  we  see 
the  shining  towers  of  the  city  of  God. 
"Might  we  not,  in  glancing  heavenward,  on  a  star  so  silver 
fair. 
Yearn,  and  clasp  the  hands,  and  murmur,  'Would  to  God 
that  we  were  there?'  " 

'"'The  Sunday  School  is  one  of  the  means  by  which 
you  have  attained  to  what  you  are  today,  and  will  be 
a  still  greater  factor  in  the  progress  of  the  years  to 
come. 

"A  railroad  official  was  once  asked,  'What  is  the 
greatest  need  of  the  railroads  today*?'  He  replied: 
'  Better  engines  and  hotter  fires. ' 

This  is  the  need  of  the  Sunday  Schools  that  are  to 
do  their  part  in  the  making  of  the  new  century — bet- 
ter machinery,  better  plants,  better  appliances,  more 
churches  with  parish  houses  that  are  built  for  children 
as  well  as  adults ;  and  hotter  fires  of  perpetually  burn- 
ing enthusiasm  for  making  the  best  men  and  women 
out  of  our  boys  and  girls. 

"And  this  is  no  slur  upon  the  past  century,  but  a 
compliment  to  it,  the  highest  compliment  we  can  pay 
it.    For  it  is  what  the  past  century  has  done,  its  vie- 
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tories,  its  gains,  its  new  ideas,  that  gives  its  oppor- 
tunities and  possibilities  to  the  new. 

"  It  is  said  that  the  elder  Professor  Sillinian  of  Yale 
was  sitting  among  the  audience  in  New  York  while 
his  son  was  delivering  a  lecture,  when  an  enthusiastic 
man  close  behind  him  whispered :  '  Why,  he  beats  the 
old  gent.'  The  'old  gent,'  turning  toward  him, 
whispered  in  reply:  'He  ought  to;  he  stands  on  my 
shoulders. ' 

"The  new  century  stands  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
old.  It  is  because  the  old  century  Sunday  Schools 
have  done  so  well,  because  the  best  of  them  have  made 
at  least  as  rapid  progress  as  the  day  schools,  because 
they  have  received  God's  'Well  done,  good  and  faith- 
ful'  in  the  few  things,  that  in  the  new  century  they 
shall  have  authority  over  undreamed  of  glories  and 
power. 

' '  Those  of  you  who  have  gone  down  one  hundred  feet 
below  the  surface  in  the  great  Niagara  power-house, 
have  seen  small  brick  enclosures,  in  each  of  which  are 
black  pillars,  with  no  sign  of  beauty  or  power.  But 
you  are  told  that  from  those  dull-looking  djniamos 
flow  forth  the  forces  that  move  every  electric  car  and 
light  every  street  and  home  in  the  city. 

"There  are  those  who  imagine  the  Sunday  School  to 
be  pictured  by  those  black  pillars  in  that  dull,  dreary, 
damp  underground.  But  come  up  out  of  your  imag- 
inary dungeon.  Open  your  eyes  and  see  the  tri- 
umphal procession  of  fourteen  million  happy  Sunday 
School  scholars  walking  in  the  light  of  God's  Word, 
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and  making  that  light  to  shine  and  to  send  its  power 
all  over  the  world. 

"Let  us  look  at  the  sources  of  power  in  the  Sunday 
School. 

' '  1.  Its  power,  derived  like  all  Christian  power,  from 
Jesus  Christ  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  lies  in  its  ideals,  its 
goal.  It  sees  visions  and  dreams  dreams.  From  each 
height  gained  it  sees  a  new  vision.  Like  Bunyan's 
Pilgrim,  it  keeps  always  the  Celestial  city  in  view, 
perfect  life  here,  an  immortal  life  in  Heaven,  the 
whole  world  transformed  into  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
The  first  requisite  of  every  one  who  sails  on  the  sea 
of  life  'as  for  the  steersman  of  a  ship,  is  a  clear 
vision  of  his  goal. ' 

"I  asked  the  roses  as  they  grew. 
Richer  and  lovelier  in  their  hue, 
What  made  their  tints  so  rich  and  bright? 
They  answered.  Looking  toward  the  light." 

''It  is  because  we  have  a  Leader  and  Teacher,  the 
Ever-living  Christ,  before  whose  victories  all  the 
world-renowned  conquerors  fade  into  insignificance; 
it  is  because  we  have  a  Cause  the  most  noble  and  in- 
spiring ever  conceived  by  man ;  it  is  because  we  have  a 
Work  the  most  attractive,  most  useful,  most  worthy  of 
mind  and  heart,  ever  conmiitted  to  man ;  it  is  because 
we  have  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  personal  power  of  God; 
that  we  can  meet  trials  and  discouragements,  valleys 
of  humiliation,  and  hills  of  difficulty,  hopes  deferred, 
and  seemingly  unrewarded  toil,  and  still  know  that 
"God  will  make  divinely  real 
The  highest  form  of  our  Ideal." 
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''2.  The  second  source  of  power  lies  in  the  material 
with  which  the  Sunday  School  has  to  do.  Its  business 
is  hand  to  hand  and  heart  to  heart  work  Avith  the 
children  in  their  plastic  age,  and  in  the  training  of  all 
young  and  old,  for  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  its  trans- 
forming work.  And  this  by  means  of  the  most  attrac- 
tive Book  in  all  literature,  the  most  interesting,  the 
most  appealing  to  every  part  of  our  nature,  the  Mes- 
sage of  God  to  man. 

''Not  long  ago  a  prize  was  offered  for  the  best  book 
on  'How  to  Make  the  Bible  Attractive.'  There  are 
many  ways.  Open  your  eyes  to  see.  Open  the  Book 
that  its  glories  may  shine  forth.  And  one  of  the  very 
best  ways  of  doing  this  is  by  teaching  the  Bible  to 
children.  There  is  a  certain  playground  in  London, 
over  the  entrance  to  which  is  written,  'No  admittance 
to  adults  unless  accompanied  by  children.'  That  is 
not  so  far  away  from  the  Sunday  School  fact  that  one 
of  the  best  entrances  to  the  treasures  of  the  Bible  is 
through  studying  it  with  children. 

' '  I  have  heard  that  the  Sunday  School  is  behind  the 
age.  Doubtless  some  Sunday  Schools  are.  But  in  the 
real  sense,  the  Sunday  School  is  behind  the  age  as  the 
wind  is  behind  the  ship — it  makes  it  go ;  as  the  sun  is 
behind  the  dawn — it  brings  the  day. 

' '  3.  The  Sunday  School  power  lies  in  the  fact  that  it 
uses  all  possible  motives  that  can  move  the  human 
soul  and  determine  its  character  at  the  period  of  life 
most  susceptible  to  their  influence. 

"And  still  more,  it  furnishes  the  greatest  opportun- 
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ity  the  church  possesses  for  using  the  personal  power 
of  its  wisest  and  best  members  directly  upon  the  train- 
ing of  its  youth.  I  know  of  no  discordant  note  among 
educators  in  the  testimony  that  'the  greatest  thing 
a  teacher  ever  brings  to  a  child  is  not  the  subject 
matter,  but  the  uplift  which  comes  from  heart  con- 
tact with  a  great  personality.' 

''And  in  using  this  power  the  reaction  on  the  spir- 
itual education  and  growth  of  the  members  of  the 
church  is  almost  as  valuable  for  the  church  itself. 
The  very  best  should  be  in  the  Sunday  School  work. 

"4  The  power  of  the  Sunday  School  also  lies  in  the 
fact  that  it  is  the  best  center  of  work  for  bringing 
others  under  the  influence  of  the  Gospel.  It  is  the 
greatest  evangelizing  force  within  the  power  of  the 
church. 

"These  are  among  the  forces  which  have  enabled 
this  Park  Street  Church  to  accomplish  its  grand  and 
glorious  Avork  during  the  first  century  of  its  life ;  and 
they  will  bear  no  small  part  in  the  realization  of  the 
vision  of  the  large  work,  the  wider  influence,  the 
grander  victories  which  we  see  from  the  Delectable 
Mountains  of  this  Centennial  week;  so  much  beyond 
the  past  that  we  are — 

"Like  plants  in  mines,  that  never  saw  the  sun, 
But  dream  of  Him,  and  guess  where  He  may  be, 
And  do  their  best  to    climb  and  get  to  Him." 

"John  Fiske,  in  relating  the  story  of  the  federal  con- 
vention for  forming  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  in  1789,  tells  us  that  on  the  back  of  the  presi- 
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dent's  quaint,  black  armchair  there  was  emh)lazoned 
a  half-sun,  brilliant  with  gilded  rays.  At  the  close  of 
the  session  of  several  months,  during  which  the  con- 
stitution was  adopted,  as  the  meeting  was  breaking  up 
and  AVashington  arose,  Franklin  pointed  to  the  chair 
and  made  it  the  text  for  a  proi^hecy:  'As  I  have  been 
sitting  here  all  these  weeks,  I  have  often  wondered 
whether  yonder  sun  was  rising  or  setting.  But  now 
I  know  that  it  is  a  rising  sun.' 

"Bitting  in  the  audience  this  morning,  listening  to 
the  eloquent  words  of  your  pastor,  about  the  Park 
Street  Church  of  the  past  and  pres^mt,  I  knew  that 
this  Church  is  not  a  setting,  but  a  rising  sun.  And 
among  its  brightest  rays  will  ?je  those  which  shine 
from  the  Sunday  School." 


RECONCILIATION  THROUGH 
INCARNATION 


(@ 


X  SUNDAY  evening  the  church  was  once  more 
thronged  with  people  eager  not  only  to  partici- 
pate in  the  general  Centennial  services,  but  attracted 
also  by  the  announcement  that  President  William 
Douglas  McKenzie,  of  Hartford  Theological  Seminary, 
was  to  deliver  the  address.  Dr.  Conrad  introduced 
Dr.  McKenzie  as  a  man  whose  pre-eminent  intellectual 
abilities  were  only  equaled  by  his  mag*nificent  moral 
courage,  his  gracious  personalty,  and  his  heroic  lead- 
ership in  all  that  makes  for  righteousness,  a  man  un- 
surpassed in  all  those  qualities  which  go  to  make 
splendid  and  successful  leadership. 

Dr.  McKenzie  was  listened  to  with  the  most  pro- 
found attention  from  the  first  to  the  last  sentence  of 
his  great  address.  The  address  was  delivered  without 
manuscript  and  we  regret  that  owing  to  unusual 
nerve  strain  Dr.  McKenzie  has  been  unable  to  pre- 
pare a  copy. 


[Just  as  this  book  goes  to  the  binders  the  copy  of  Dr. 
Mackenzie's  address  is  received.  We  greatly  appre- 
ciate his  courtesy  in  thus  enabling  us  to  make  the  record 
of  our  Centennial  complete.  The  address  will  be  found 
on  page  275,  J 


CHRISTIAN  ENDEAVOR  AND  RELI- 
GIOUS PROGRESS 


JfcrAKK  STREET  CHURCH  was  one  of  the  very 
Jlti  first  to  fall  in  line  with  the  Endeavor  move- 
ment. For  years  the  Endeavor  Society  was  one  of 
the  sources  of  power  and  enthusiasm  in  the  Church. 
During  the  period  of  agitation  regarding  location,  the 
Society  declined  almost  to  the  zero  point,  but  at  the 
present  time  two  societies  are  in  active  operation,  the 
regular  Endeavor  Society  and  the  Senior  Society, 
composed  of  those  who  began  in  the  work  a  quarter  of 
a  century  ago.  The  Young  People's  Society  is  strong 
and  steadily  gaining  in  influence.  The  presidents  of 
both  societies,  Mr.  George  A.  Hall  of  the  Young  Peo- 
ple's Society,  and  Mr.  David  Brown  of  the  Senior  So- 
ciety, were  present  and  participated  in  the  opening 
exercises. 

The  societies  were  peculiarly  fortunate  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Rev.  F.  E.  Clark,  D.  D.,  President  of  the 
United  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor  of  the  World, 
and  founder  of  the  organization. 

Dr.  Clark  narrated  his  experiences  in  his  trip 
around  the  world,  and  with  great  force  and  earnest- 
ness set  forth  the  present  influence  of  the  organization 
among  the  young  people  of  the  world.     His  address 
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abounded  in  striking  illustrations  taken  from  his  own 
observance  and  in  a  well-defined  and  clearly-stated 
basis  for  all  hope  of  progress  in  the  church  of  Christ. 
Nowhere  is  Dr.  Clark  held  in  higher  esteem  or  more 
affectionate  regard  than  by  the  pastor  and  members  of 
Park  Street  Church.  Dr.  Clark  spoke  on  "Christian 
Endeavor  and  Religious  Progress"  as  follows: 

"It  is  a  great  joy  for  me  to  have  even  an  humble 
part  in  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  Boston's  most 
historic  Church.  There  are  many  things  to  make  us 
glad  on  this  100th  Anniversary — the  long  and  dis- 
tinguished history  of  the  Church,  under  its  eminent 
pastors,  the  fact  that  it  has  stood  for  vital  evangelical 
religion  on  Boston's  most  impressive  corner  for  the 
full  century,  and  the  future  bright  outlook  for  the 
Church  all  conspire  to  make  this  celebration  a  glad  oc- 
casion. 

"As  I  am  asked  to  speak  especially  for  and  to  the 
young  people  of  Park  Street  Church  Endeavor  Socie- 
ties, I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  here  the  Christian 
Endeavor  movement  has  found  congenial  soil,  as  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  not  only  a  Young  People 's  So- 
ciety, but  a  Senior  Society  flourishes  in  this  Church, 
and  holds  its  meetings  in  this  consecrated  room. 

"The  cause  of  this  is  not  far  to  seek,  for  Park 
Street  Church  has  long  been  known  as  a  prayer- 
meeting  Church,  and  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society 
draws  its  vitality  and  strength  from  the  prayer- 
meeting.  It  is  not  content  with  having  a  prayer  meet- 
ing, to  be  sure — and  a  multitude  of  activities  have 
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grown  from  this  center — ^but  here  is  the  power-house 
which  energizes  them  all.  The  prayer  meeting  has 
often  been  called  'the  thermometer  of  the  church.' 
It  is  more  than  that,  for  it  not  only  registers  the  heat, 
but  generates  it:  and  I  venture  to  say  that,  without 
the  prayer  meeting,  the  life  of  Park  Street  Church 
would  have  been  much  less  fruitful,  and  perhaps  the 
Church  would  never  have  attained  the  dignity  of  one 
hundred  years. 

"I  remember  when,  as  a  young,  inexperienced  pas- 
tor, I  first  came  to  Boston  to  attend  one  of  the  minis- 
ters' meetings  in  Pilgrim  Hall,  I  heard  the  venerated 
senior  pastor  of  this  Church,  Dr.  Withrow,  descant 
upon  the  importance  to  the  church  of  the  mid-week 
prayer  meeting.  Possibly  with  a  little  conscious  ex- 
aggeration to  emphasize  his  point,  he  said :  '  The  most 
important  service  in  my  church  is  the  mid-week  pray- 
er meeting;  next  to  that  comes  the  Sunday  evening 
service,  and  if  I  have  any  time  and  strength  left  over, 
I  give  it  to  the  morning  sermon.'  We  all  know  that 
Dr.  Withrow  had  plenty  of  time  and  strength,  for 
the  morning  sermon,  but  we  also  know  (and  it  was 
vastly  to  the  advantage  to  Park  Street  Church)  that 
he  had  the  time  and  strength  to  devote  to  the  mid- 
week meeting. 

' '  The  prayer  meetings  in  this  church  have  long  been 
famous,  and  never  more  than  today.  With  all  the  vi- 
cissitudes which  the  Church  has  suffered,  by  way  of 
removals  and  the  encroachments  of  business,  the  pray- 
er meeting  has  held  its  own,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
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Park  Street  is  still  a  great  power  among  the  cliurclies 
of  New  England's  metropolis. 

'' Moreover,  it  has  stood  for  the  evangelical  faith 
throughout  all  these  years  in  a  distinctive  and  em- 
phatic way.  It  has  believed  in  evangelism.  It  has 
approved  of  revivals  when  they  were  truly  inspired 
by  the  Spirit  of  God.  It  has  not  shunned  the  evangel- 
ists ;  and  the  present  active  pastor  has  brought  to  him- 
self unbounded  honor  and  the  affection  of  the  evan- 
gelical forces  of  Boston  in  leading  the  evangelistic 
compaign  which  so  greatly  blessed  our  city  and 
strengthened  its  religious  forces.  All  honor  to  Dr. 
Conrad  for  the  stand  which  he  has  taken,  in  the  face 
of  not  a  little  opposition,  in  favor  of  evangelism  and 
evangelists ! 

''It  is  in  such  an  atmosphere,  too,  that  the  En- 
deavor Society  flourishes.  The  first  society  was  born 
in  a  revival.  It  was  started  for  the  sake  of  conserving 
the  results  of  a  spiritual  awakening,  and  it  has  always 
succeeded  best  where  the  religious  atmosphere  has 
been  the  warmest,  where  destructive  criticism  has 
been  frowned  upon,  and  simple  faith  in  the  simple 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  has  been  the  keynote  of  the 
preaching. 

"We  must  not  think  that  because  there  are  critics 
and  criticisms  in  these  days  of  evangelism  and  evan- 
gelists, that  this  criticism  is  one  of  the  'new  things 
under  the  sun.'  It  was  only  a  little  while  ago  that  I 
was  reading  an  ancient  sermon,  preached  in  the  year 
1806  by  a  minister  named  Lee,  in  which  he  opposed 
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with  all  his  little  might  the  revivals  of  that  day. 
He  brought  up  some  strangely  familiar  arguments 
in  regard  to  the  crudeness  of  the  preaching  and  the 
effervescence  of  the  results;  but  the  great  revivals  of 
those  days  are  still  honored,  and — who  knows  about 
Mr.  Lee!"  (Here  Dr.  Clark  quoted  from  some  para- 
graphs from  this  sermon,  containing  the  same  bitter 
note  concerning  the  revival  that  was  then  in  progress 
in  the  town  where  Mr.  Lee  preached. ) 

' '  Once  more  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society  has  felt 
at  home  in  Park  Street  Church  because  this  is  a  wo7^k- 
ing  Church.  The  society  is  the  manual  training  school 
of  the  Church.  It  gives  the  young  people  something 
to  do.  It  calls  upon  them  to  make  sacrifices.  It  ex- 
pects large  things  of  them.  It  does  not  try  to  coax  or 
cajole  them  into  the  church,  or  tell  them  that  they  will 
have  no  duties  to  perform,  but  rather  it  seeks  to  lay 
heavy  burdens  of  service  upon  them,  with  the  one  su- 
preme motive  that  it  is  'for  Christ  and  the  Church.' 

''This  has  always  been  the  spirit  of  Park  Street 
Church.  It  has  been  a  working  Church,  a  giving 
Church.  It  has  been  active  in  the  philanthropies  of 
the  day.  It  has  been  a  leader  in  many  important  mis- 
sionary movements.  I  hope  and  pray  that  the  socie- 
ties in  this  Church  and  the  societies  of  Christian  En- 
deavor throughout  the  world  may  catch  the  same 
spirit;  that  they  may  reduplicate  the  Park  Street 
idea  throughout  all  the  world ;  that  they  may  always 
stand  for  outspoken  confession  of  Christ,  for  thor- 
ough-going loyalty  to  the  church,  and  for  constant 
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service  for  the  Master,  '  whose  they  are  and  whom  they 
serve. ' 

"With  all  my  heart  I  bring  the  congratulations, 
not  only  of  the  United  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor 
and  the  World's  Union,  but  if  I  may  speak  for  the 
millions  of  Endeavorers  in  all  their  71,000  societies 
throughout  the  world,  I  know  that  they  would  say,  in 
all  their  eighty  different  languages,  to  the  members 
of  Park  Street  Church,  both  young  and  old,  and  to 
the  beloved  and  honored  pastors :  '  God  bless  you  and 
speed  you  in  all  your  work,  and  make  the  second  cen- 
tury of  Park  Street  Church  be  even  more  glorious 
than  the  last  has  been ! ' ' 


EVANGELICAL  ALLIANCE 


SHE  Evangelical  Alliance  of  Boston  was  organized 
in  Park  Street  Church,  and  this  church  has 
been  one  of  its  strong  allies  from  the  beginning.  The 
Centennial  Committee,  therefore,  invited  the  Alliance 
to  be  the  guests  of  the  Church  for  a  Monday  morning 
session. 

In  addition  to  the  fact  of  the  relation  of  the  Alli- 
ance to  Park  Street  Church  and  the  general  import- 
ance of  the  occasion,  there  was  the  added  privilege 
and  pleasure  of  having  present  as  the  chief  speaker 
of  the  morning,  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Wilbur  Chapman, 
whose  recent  evangelistic  campaign  had  endeared  him 
to  every  man  and  woman  of  Boston  who  had  heard  his 
earnest  and  eloquent  presentation  of  the  truths  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ. 

The  general  subject  of  the  morning  was  ''The  Prin- 
ciples and  Policies  Underlying  Effective  Evangelism. " 

Dr.  Conrad,  the  retiring  President  of  the  Alliance, 
presented  the  greetings  and  the  welcome  of  the 
Church  to  an  audience  which  filled  the  Church  floor 
and  galleries. 

Rev.  Charles  H.  Moss,  the  newly  elected  President 
of  the  Alliance,  spoke  with  eloquence  and  earnestness 
of  the  purposes  of  the  organization  and  the  immediate 
call  for  energetic  and  enthusiastic  service. 
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Dr.  Chapman  was  then  introduced.  There  was  an 
outburst  of  applause  when  Dr.  Chapman  rose  to 
speak.    He  spoke  substantially  as  follows : 

"This  really  feels  like  coming  home,"  he  said. 
"The  faces  of  the  pastors,  the  faces  of  the  personal 
workers,  the  faces  of  the  people  of  Boston  have  been 
indelibly  impressed  upon  my  heart. 

"I  shall  speak  to  you  about  the  general  subject  of 
evangelism.  The  country  is  in  need  of  a  great  relig- 
ious awakening.  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with  the 
Christian  sociologist.  I  believe  in  the  environment 
theory.  I  am  in  sympathy  with  the  men  who  are 
working  that  the  poor  may  have  a  better  place  to  live, 
that  their  children  may  be  brought  up  in  sanitary 
places.    But  I  believe  that  we  need  a  religious  revival. 

' '  The  church  is  not  holding  her  own.  I  do  not  want 
the  reporters  to  quote  me  as  saying  that  the  church 
is  not  gaining.  She  is.  She  is  gaining  in  beneficence, 
in  charity,  in  patience,  in  every  way  but  one.  She  is 
not  holding  her  own.  Your  business  men  in  Spring- 
field were  kind  enough  to  invite  us  to  a  luncheon. 
The  first  question  that  they  asked  Mr.  Alexander  was ; 
'  How  long  will  this  last  1 '  It  will  last  as  long  as  the 
church  wants  it  to  last. 

"We  want  a  revival  not  to  get  people  in,  but  to 
hold  people  in.  The  trouble  is  not  with  the  truth. 
Christian  truth  is  not  losing.  Where  is  the  difficulty  ? 
With  the  ministers?  Perhaps.  There  is  too  much 
of  the  man-fearing  spirit  today.  I  have  never  been 
afraid  of  my  congregation. 
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* '  The  trouble  may  be  with  the  church ;  if  the  church 
is  a  worldly  church,  she  has  lost  her  power.  The  in- 
difference to  the  unsaved  about  us  is  one  reason  why  we 
are  failing.  I  believe  that  a  church,  even  if  the  pews 
are  filled,  if  the  music  is  inspiring,  if  the  preacher  is 
eloquent,  may  be  a  curse  to  a  community  rather  than 
a  blessing.  The  church  is  being  pulled  down  by  the 
people  who  have  a  professed  membership,  but  no  re- 
sponsibility. 

"The  church  is  not  reaching  the  masses.  I  am  not 
saying  unkind  things.  I  am  giving  the  true  state- 
ment. AYe  say  let  people  come  into  the  church,  but 
Jesus  said,  '  Go  out  after  them. ' 

'^But  what  has  come  to  pass  in  Boston  may  come 
to  pass  in  cities  all  over  this  country.  God  has  taken 
Boston  as  an  illustration  of  what  can  be  accomplished. 
It  is  true  that  they  told  us  that  we  could  never  break 
through  the  crust  in  Boston.  It  seemed  as  if  God  has 
given  us  the  citv  from  the  verv  first. ' ' 


PARK  STREET  CHURCH'S  ONE  HUN- 
DRED YEARS  OF  SERVICE 
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X  ]\IOXDAY  evening  an  occasion  of  rare  interest 
was  enjoyed.  In  addition  to  the  regular  Park 
Street  congregation,  and  in  response  to  a  special  invi- 
tation of  the  Church,  the  Congregational  Club  of 
Boston  attended  the  meeting  in  a  body.  Seats  had 
been  especially  reserved  for  them.  The  pastor  of  the 
Church  presided  and  introduced  the  speakers  of  the 
evening. 

Following  the  introductory  exercises,  D.  Chauncey 
Brewer,  Esq.,  a  deacon  of  Park  Street  Church  for 
many  years,  who  had  been  appointed  as  the  historian 
of  the  occasion,  presented  the  following  historical  pa- 
per, under  the  head  of  ''Park  Street  Church's  One 
Hundred  Years  of  Service, ' '  as  follows : 

"Societies  organized  and  conducted  by  men  are  in- 
tensely human.  Like  a  composite  photograph,  they 
exhibit,  in  their  strength  or  weakness,  the  marked 
characteristic  of  inniunerable  individuals.  Because 
this  is  so  their  history  is  to  be  told  and  interpreted  as 
a  man's  life,  and  in  the  telling  due  attention  must  be 
given  to  heredity  and  environment. 

"Park  Street  Church,  the  spiritual  entity,  came  of 
distinguished  ancestry.     Its  grandsire  was  the  First 
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Church  of  Boston,  its  mother  the  venerated  Old 
South.  Its  birthplace  was  Boston,  the  intellectual  cen- 
ter of  a  new  republic  which  was  commanding  the  at- 
tention of  the  world.  The  city's  renowned  clergymen 
and  most  astute  lawyers  had  a  part  in  its  beginnings. 

''It  would  naturally  follow  that  its  first  youth 
would  reflect  the  happy  influences  attending  its  ori- 
gin, and  that  its  susbsequent  course  would  be  in  part 
shaped  thereby. 

''It  will  be  time  to  judge  as  to  this  after  some 
more  particular  reference  to  the  great  part  played  by 
its  forbears  and  to  the  Boston  of  1809. 

"That  the  Puritan,  from  whose  choicest  stock  it 
sprung  was  the  direct  descendant  of  the  Reformers, 
and  that  earlier  succession  of  noble  souls  whose  in- 
tegrity and  independence  caused  the  church  to  tri- 
umph over  paganism,  will  be  conceded. 

"For  our  purpose,  it  is  sufficient  to  note  that  these 
generations  of  choice  spirits,  from  whom  this  Church 
has  its  heritage,  had  been  seeking  to  realize  the  prom- 
ise of  Jesus  Christ,  'Ye  shall  know  the  Truth  and  the 
Truth  shall  make  you  free,'  and  that  their  progress 
had  been  after  the  manner  of  human  achievement  at- 
tended by  apparent  contradictions. 

"Thus  the  liberty  that  came  with  a  partial  appre- 
hension of  the  Truth  to  one  era  had  threatened  to  de- 
generate into  license  from  a  failure  to  appreciate  that 
there  is  no  freedom  without  law  and  order ;  and  the  re- 
spect for  law  and  authority  that  came  to  another  pe- 
riod, or  another  group  of  disciples,  as  a  corrective, 
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had  given  cause  for  apprehension  to  those  who  saw  it 
assume  the  form  of  tyranny  and  dogmatism. 

''Bound  by  links  of  tradition  and  sympathy  to 
these  glorious  cycles  of  souls,  striving  each  in  their 
way  to  apprehend  the  Truth,  and  through  them  to  the 
Master  of  men,  the  First  Church  of  the  Massachusetts 
Colony,  born  of  sacrifice  and  fortitude,  was  a  mar- 
velous paradox  only  to  be  understood  by  those  who 
remember  that  human  societies  are  made  up  by  men, 
not  gods,  and  who  know  how  to  use  their  victories  as 
stepping  stones  to  greater  achievement, 

' '  No  other  played  a  more  conspicuous  part  in  fram- 
ing the  body  of  liberties  and  like  legislation,  a  posses- 
sion of  the  race ;  probably  no  other  bore  a  more  re- 
sponsible part  in  persecuting  the  greatest  man  our 
early  colonial  period  produced,  Roger  Williams.  This 
we  mark  as  its  great  characteristic  outside  of  its 
genius  for  accomplishing  results — sincerity  of  purpose 
above  the  lot  of  men !  It  is  by  sincerity  of  purpose, 
not  by  our  dogmatism  or  our  liberalism,  that  we  shall 
come  to  know  the  Truth. 

"From  it  in  the  time  of  its  human  reaction  toward 
authority  came  the  Old  South  Church,  a  pioneer  for 
freedom,  furnishing  a  Sewall,  who,  in  the  name  of  a 
free  colony  become  autocratic,  could  render  judgments 
that  later  troubled  his  conscience,  but  logically  the 
nourisher  of  patriots,  as  it  well  exemplified  when  it 
refused  to  grant  the  use  of  its  house  to  the  hated 
Andros,  and  sheltered  men  who  were  the  organizers  of 
civic  liberty. 
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"As  has  frequently  been  the  case  in  other  matters 
of  this  importance,  the  beginning  of  the  new  church 
life  was  the  result  of  various  antecedent  movements 
unrevealed  by  the  original  records  kept  in  the  clerkly 
hand  of  William  Thurston,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth 
College,  whose  name  first  signed  on  the  church  book  is 
written  large  like  that  of  his  distinguished  fellow- 
citizen,  John  Hancock,  on  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. 

"In  a  sense  all  these  stirrings  reflected  the  natural 
sentiment  of  a  minority  trained  to  independence  in  a 
Church  which  was  unwilling  to  follow  the  prevalent 
trend,  which  had  separated  the  other  eight  Congrega- 
tional churches  in  the  city  from  the  orthodoxy  of  their 
fathers,  but  still  felt  the  benumbing  influence  of  such 
a  secession.  The  immediate  cause  was  the  visit  of 
Rev.  Henry  KoUock,  D.  D.,  of  Savannah,  whose  labors 
among  the  Baptist  churches  of  this  vicinity  had 
caused  a  wave  of  religious  feeling  to  pass  over  the 
city.  The  powder  was  ready  to  be  fired  and  waited 
only  the  igniting  match.  For  the  alert  souls  in  the 
Old  South  Church  this  southern  preacher  brought  a 
message  similar  to  that  which  Whitfield  had  delivered 
to  a  former  generation  of  the  same  society. 

"The  response  was  immediate.  Not  without  the 
cordial  sympathy  of  their  pastors.  Dr.  Eckley  and  Dr. 
Huntington,  they  arranged  to  meet  for  conference  and 
public  prayer  (a  function  considered  revolutionary 
for  the  laity  of  that  period)  ;  and  then  after  a  failure 
to  draw  the  church  as  a  whole  into  the  path  they 
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wished  to  tread  themselves,  set  apart,  as  it  were,  four- 
teen of  their  members  who,  with  others  from  nearby 
congregations,  joined  to  inaugurate  a  new  movement. 

''This  brings  us  to  the  parting  of  the  ways.  With 
keen  approval  and  admiration  we  take  cognizance  of 
the  fact  that  after  long  years  of  service  the  Old  South 
Church  retained  vigor  sufficient  to  create  new  and 
vital  movements  of  profound  significance,  and  ten- 
derly send  back  across  the  century  a  word  of  apprecia- 
tion to  the  men  and  women  whose  hearts  went  for- 
ward with  the  new  Church,  but  whose  temperament 
or  particular  connection  with  the  old,  made  it  impos- 
sible for  them  to  sever  ties  which  time  had  hallowed. 
Those  who  were  to  stay  with  the  Old  South,  not  unlike 
the  Puritans  who  remained  in  England  during  the 
colonization  period,  had  work  of  their  own  to  do. 

' '  It  is  for  us  to  go  forward  with  the  new  enterprise, 
but  before  doing  so,  that  we  may  the  better  interpret 
it,  it  will  be  well  to  mentally  create  the  Boston  of  one 
hundred  years  ago.  This  is  not  difficult.  Seated  on 
its  three  hills,  it  was  sufficiently  in  the  public  eye  to 
catch  the  attention  of  those  who  chronicle  passing 
conditions  and  events,  and  the  matter  they  have  left 
us  is  readily  reviewed. 

' '  Imagine  a  town  quite  unlike  the  present  city,  with 
little  about  it  architecturally  to  attract,  but  with  a 
power  for  clear  thinking  and  decisive  action  which 
had  made  and  kept  it  the  chief  center  of  the  land  in 
spite  of  New  York's  gro^dng  importance. 

"On  the  water  front  long  wharves  straggle  down 
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to  deep  water.  Landward  stores  and  warehouses  are 
thrown  together  in  a  heterogeneous  manner,  with  little 
resemblance  to  modern  methods.  If  a  residence  sec- 
tion is  to  be  defined,  it  will  be  in  the  North  End ;  Bea- 
con Hill  is  still  uncrowded,  and  until  recently  the 
Common  has  stretched  across  Sentry  or  Park  Street, 
so  as  to  include  the  Granary  Burial  Ground.  Tre- 
mont  Street  is  known  as  Common  Street  and  contains 
only  a  few  houses  south  of  Frog  Lane,  or  Boylston 
Street.  Beyond  Charles  Street  is  a  dreary  waste  of 
fiats  frequently  covered  by  water,  and  as  yet  resi- 
dential sections,  which  will  later  furnish  the  new 
Church  with  its  congregations,  are  waste  places. 

' '  At  the  period  which  claims  our  reverent  attention 
on  this  occasion,  the  old  town  was  bubbling  over  with 
excitement  because  of  the  threatened  Jefferson  em- 
bargo. Out  in  the  harbor  lay  the  warship  'Wasp,' 
which  was  later  to  win  a  glorious  victory  over  the 
'Frolic,'  with  orders  issued  February  1  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  fire  upon  any  ship  which  attempted 
to  leave  the  harbor.  It  was  a  great  indignity  and  the 
merchants  were  thinking  deep  thoughts,  which  were 
later  echoed  in  the  Hartford  convention.  One  would 
have  thought  that  citizens  would  have  been  satisfied 
with  the  opportunity  to  buy  beef  at  10  cents  a  pound, 
and  partridges  at  50  cents  a  pair,  but  they  evidently 
wished  all  their  rights,  and  were  correspondingly 
wrathful. 

' '  Less  than  two  weeks  more  than  one  hundred  years 
ago  the  president  of  the  national  senate  had  declared 
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James  Madison  to  be  elected  president,  and  George 
Clinton  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
news  bulletin  had  reached  the  four  weekly  papers  that 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  in  his  Spanish  campaign,  had 
reached  jMadrid.  The  War  of  1812,  and  across  the 
w^ater  the  battle  of  Waterloo  had  yet  to  be  fought. 
French  ideas  were  prevalent,  and  there  was  much  rest- 
lessness, but  still  more  conservatism  as  to  new  en- 
deavor, as  is  suggested  by  the  biting  sarcasm  of  the 
Boston  Sentinel,  w^hich,  criticising  the  Louisiana  pur- 
chase recently  made,  lamented  that  scheming  politi- 
cians will  divide  the  country  from  Cape  Horn  to  Hud- 
son's  Bay  into  districts  for  the  election  of  members  to 
Congress,  and  reign  in  fancied  glory  over  those  vast 
regions  of  moonshine,  until  experience  with  her  whip 
of  scorpions  comes  to  repeat  her  instructions;  noting 
further  the  addition  of  such  an  extension  of  territory 
would  alone  be  fatal  to  a  republic. 

' '  Imagine  the  faith,  the  buoyant  optimism  of  the  six 
or  seven  leaders  in  the  Park  Street  movement  who,  at 
such  a  time  dared,  with  twenty  associates,  who  shared 
their  honor,  to  inaugurate  a  new  enterprise  which 
should  be  founded  on  principles  directly  opposite  to 
those  accepted  in  the  fashionable  thought  of  the  day, 
and  this  with  the  full  knowledge  that  for  sixty  years 
it  had  been  the  effective  conviction  of  religious  lead- 
ers that  every  new  church  enterprise  should  be  dis- 
couraged. But  something  more  than  confidence  pos- 
sessed these  men  and  w^omen — that  genius  inherited, 
as  we  have  seen,  for  doing  great  things,  which  at  times 
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persuades  the  veriest  radical  that  the  supernatural 
thus  gives  form  to  His  high  purpose. 

''This  is  evidenced  by  the  early  pledge  (the  sub- 
scription paper  is  intact  today)  guaranteeing  $50,000, 
the  ultimate  cost  was  $70,000,  for  the  erection  of  a 
church  which  should  be  the  sightliest,  not  only  in  the 
toAvn  in  which  it  was  to  be  erected,  but  in  the  whole 
land,  and  the  calling  of  the  two  most  famous  preach- 
ers whom  the  States  possessed,  the  southerner,  Kol- 
lock,  who  was  swaying  the  hearts  of  audiences  North 
and  South  by  his  zeal,  and  Edward  Dorr  Griffin,  pro- 
fessor of  pulpit  eloquence  at  the  new  Andover  Sem- 
inary, to  be  respectively  pastor  and  assistant. 

"The  beginnings  were  inconspicuous.  Twenty-six 
devoted  men  and  women,  whose  names  include  those 
of  Bumstead,  Tyler,  Colhoun,  Jenkins,  Ladd,  Bing- 
ham, Baxter,  and  Holbrook,  familiar  from  constant 
recurrence  in  the  early  records  as  serving  on  commit- 
tees of  importance,  met  at  the  house  of  William 
Thurston,  one  of  their  number,  and  under  the  guid- 
ance of  Doctors  Morse,  Codman  and  Holmes,  pastors 
respectively  of  the  churches  in  Cambridge,  Charles- 
to^\Ti  and  Dorchester,  began  as  Park  Street  Church  a 
long  life  of  usefulness. 

''The  Old  South  Church,  which  with  the  Federal 
Street  Church  had  been  invited,  deemed  it  undesirable 
to  add  its  mark  of  approval  to  the  departure,  less  ap- 
parently from  any  lack  of  kindly  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  pastors,  than  from  a  general  feeling  on  the  part 
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of  the  laity  that  it  would  be  an  impropriety  to  coun- 
tenance such  an  astonishing  departure. 

''It  is  said  in  the  Scripture  that  those  whom  He 
loveth  He  chasteneth.  Whatever  be  the  interpretation 
of  this  passage,  the  trials  of  the  newly  inaugurated 
enterprise  must  have  borne  witness  to  contemporary 
Boston  that  the  Almighty  viewed  with  no  disfavor  this 
vigorous  endeavor  to  vindicate  His  name.  Not  only 
did  Dr.  Kollock  fail,  through  the  urgency  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Savannah  to  accept  their  call,  but  Dr.  Griffin, 
recently  installed  at  the  new  seminary  in  Andover, 
who  had  agreed  to  render  certain  pulpit  service,  was 
indisposed  to  assume  the  full  burden  of  the  pastorate. 

"Land  had  been  purchased  for  the  new  Church ;  the 
building,  so  familiar  to  the  people  of  this  city,  was 
under  construction  and  heavy  financial  engagements 
had  been  entered  into.  The  situation  was  critical,  but 
it  seems  to  have  developed  or  revealed  efficiency  ade- 
quate to  every  need.  An  evidence  of  this  is  the  provi- 
sion made  for  the  future,  with  the  aid  of  such  eminent 
counsel  as  Christopher  Gore,  "William  Prescott  and 
Samuel  Dexter.  William  Thurston,  himself  a  la^\'yer, 
trained  in  the  office  of  John  Lowell,  provided  for  the 
holding  of  the  new  property  in  such  a  way  as  to  pre- 
serve the  right  of  the  Church  to  choose  the  minister, 
and  arranged  for  the  deed  of  trust  which  served  the 
purpose  of  the  founders  until  the  Society  was  incor- 
porated in  1835,  and  duly  became  a  model  in  1822  to 
the  Essex  Street  Society,  in  1824  to  the  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  South  Boston,  in  1826  to  the  Bow- 
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doin  Street  Society,  and  in  1828  to  the  Salem  and 
Pine  Street  Societies,  as  well  as  to  several  others. 
Nothing  shows  better  their  clear  insight  into  affairs 
than  the  drafting  of  this  instrument.  Throwing 
themselves  against  the  liberal  tide  of  the  day,  which  to 
their  minds  had  overswept  its  bounds,  and  boldly  re- 
asserting a  faith  in  the  triune  God,  then  considered 
reactionary,  they  were  at  the  same  time  acute 
enough  to  note  the  error  of  the  Colonial  hierarchy  in 
taxing  communities  for  the  support  of  the  church, 
and  logically  foreseeing  the  decisions  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court  which  came  a  few  years  later,  bringing 
sorrow  and  dismay  to  churches  connected  with  terri- 
torial parishes,  avoided  such  a  connection  with  the 
congregation  as  might  defeat  their  plans. 

''On  September  2,  1810,  the  completed  church 
building  was  dedicated.  Dr.  Griffin  preaching  the  ser- 
mon. We  can  readily  picture  the  impressive  cere- 
mony, as  well  as  that  which  had  attended  the  laying  of 
the  foundation  stone  on  May  15  of  the  preceding  year, 

"John  E.  Tyler  and  Josiah  Bumstead  had  been 
elected  the  first  deacons,  December  8,  1809,  and  under 
their  leadership,  with  the  sympathetic  assistance  of 
Dr.  Griffin,  Dr.  Huntington  of  the  Old  South,  and 
others,  they  set  about  finding  a  minister.  Dr.  Nott 
and  Dr.  Romeyn,  of  New  York,  were  called,  as  were 
several  others  with  no  avail.  No  eminent  Congrega- 
tionalist  in  good  and  regular  standing  cared  apparent- 
ly to  risk  his  reputation  in  such  a  pulpit. 

"At  this  juncture,  Dr.  Griffin  on  a  new  call  ten- 
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dered  February  11,  1811,  who  had  previously  served 
as  their  minister,  agreed  to  become  pastor.  After 
various  discussions  as  to  whether  he  should  be  settled 
by  a  New  Jersey  presbytery,  or  search  diligently  until 
a  New  England  conference  sufficiently  in  accord  with 
his  theology,  could  be  found  to  perform  the  same  of- 
fice, the  latter  course  was  adopted,  the  council  meeting 
in  the  land  office  of  the  new  state  house,  and  moving 
in  procession  to  the  Church.  Never  was  there  a  fitter 
union.  Contemporary  comment  describes  Dr.  Griffin 
as  a  man  of  imposing  appearance,  with  a  voice  of  im- 
mense compass  and  great  melody,  which  he  modu- 
lated to  perfection. 

''In  answering  the  final  call  he  had  said  that  he 
hoped  the  union  might  be  blessed  to  our  mutual  com- 
fort in  this  life,  and  be  reviewed  by  us  all  with  great 
and  increasing  pleasure  in  the  world  to  come.  Let  us 
hope  that  he  and  they  in  some  sentient  manner  are 
conscious  of  the  gatherings  attending  this  anniversary, 
and  of  the  gracious  results  which  have  followed  their 
undertaking. 

"This  pastorate  closed  in  1815,  to  be  succeeded 
(with  brief  interregnums  aggregating  nearly  thirteen 
years,  during  which  time  the  officers  of  the  Church 
performed  such  general  administrative  functions  as 
the  proprieties  admitted)  by  the  following : 

"Sereno  E.  Dwight 1817-1826 

Edward  Beecher    1826-1830 

Joel  H.  Lindsley 1832-1835 

Silas  Aiken 1837-1848 
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A.  L.  Stone 1849-1866 

^Y.  H.  H.  Murray 1868-1874 

John  L.  Withrow 1876-1887 

David  Gregg 1887-1890 

Isaac  J.  Lansing 1893-1897 

John  L.  Withrow* 1898-1906 

A.  Z.  Conrad 1905- 

*Dr.  Withrow  made  Pastor  Emeritus  1906. 

"We  pause  to  review  these  ministries  briefly  in 
their  more  intimate  relation  to  the  Church  before  fur- 
ther discussing  the  broader  work  of  Park  Street. 

' ''  In  the  beginning,  as  is  well  known,  Dr.  Griffin  en- 
countered a  storm  of  opposition.  Boston  was  satisfied 
to  remain  in  a  lethargy,  and  resented  his  comments 
on  religious  conditions  and  direct  preaching.  As  a 
consequence  the  junction  of  Park  Street  and  Tremont 
Street  was  designated  as  'Brimstone  Corner,'  and  the 
well-known  story  was  circulated  which  details  how  the 
devil,  when  passing  Park  Street  Church  with  the  wind 
on  an  occasion,  had  asked  the  latter  to  w^ait  a  bit  while 
he  went  inside.  A  request  which  explains  w^hy  the 
wind  is  always  loitering  about  the  devoted  corner. 
This  was  delicious,  and  shows  that  the  Bostonians  of 
that  day  had  a  certain  grim  hiunor  of  their  own,  while 
reflecting  their  temper  toward  the  new  enterprise. 

"There  were  storm  signals  in  those  days,  but  the 
man  in  the  pulpit,  six  feet  four  in  his  stocking  feet  he 
was.  and  as  big  of  heart  and  brain  as  of  body,  stood 
fast  and  met  the  shock.  Not  mthout  results.  Appar- 
ently his  courage  and  sincerity  was  covertly  admired, 
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as  were  the  staying  qualities  of  the  little  Church,  for 
the  following  pastorate  of  Sereno  Dwight,  the  elegant 
scholar  and  serroonizer,  was  accompanied  by  material 
increase  in  attendance  upon  church  services,  revivals 
of  religion,  and  an  increase  of  321  in  the  church  mem- 
bership. 

' '  There  are  also  indications  of  cordial  relations  with 
other  city  organizations,  and  it  is  delightful  to  find 
the  ties  of  comradeship  binding  the  pastors  of  the 
Old  South  and  Park  Street  Church,  Dr.  Dwight  bear- 
ing witness  to  this  in  the  address  delivered  at  the  fu- 
neral of  Dr.  Huntington,  who  had  died  on  a  journey, 
the  first  part  of  which  had  been  spent  together. 

"It  was  during  this  period,  about  the  year  1824, 
that  tombs,  valued  at  $12,000,  were  erected  and  sold, 
in  the  altered  basement,  to  assist  the  Church  in  caring 
for  its  indebtedness.  This  arrangement  provided 
temporary  relief,  but  later  proved  a  serious  embar- 
rassment, since  it  required  nearly  thirty  years  of 
effort,  including  legislative  enactment  and  various 
legal  formalities,  before  the  bodies  buried  therein 
were  finally  removed  to  a  Park  Street  lot  in  ]\It. 
Auburn  Cemetery,  or  other  places  of  sepulture. 

"There  is  no  occasion  in  this  review  to  notice  the 
pastorates  of  Doctors  Beecher  and  Lindsley,  which 
were  short  but  fruitful.  During  the  latter  the  Park 
Street  Society,  made  up  of  pewholders  in  the  church 
edifice,  was  incorporated  and,  subject  to  certain  trust, 
assiuned  charge  of  the  property  formerly  held  under 
an  indenture  by  certain  individuals.     Whatever  may 
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be  said  of  such  organizations  elsewhere,  this  one, 
which  is  still  in  existence,  has  brought  into  active 
Christian  work  many  citizens  whose  service  and  later 
religious  interest  would  hardly  have  been  secured  oth- 
erwise. 

"During  all  this  period  the  rigorous  practices  of 
the  first  company  of  believers  gathered  under  the 
familiar  title,  were  carefully  adhered  to,  church  disci- 
pline was  rigorous  and  severe,  the  punishments  ren- 
dered (because  of  changed  conditions)  puzzling  the 
reader  of  the  records,  but  undoubtedly  conforming  to 
the  requirements  of  similar  organizations  at  this  time. 
One  instance,  amid  a  sad  series  of  incidents,  is  given : 
A  woman  was  charged  with  calling  another  a  cat, 
and  repented  by  saying  she  was  sorry  she  said  it,  but 
the  other  was  a  cat  anyway,  a  confession  which  in  no 
way  deceived  the  judges  or  delayed  the  administration 
of  justice. 

"The  ministry  of  Dr.  Silas  Aiken,  which  followed 
an  interval  of  nearly  a  year  and  a  half,  introduces 
a  season  of  growth.  Between  the  harbor  and  the 
Church  new  residences  were  building,  and  the  South 
end  of  the  city,  which  was  rapidly  becoming  a  fash- 
ionable center,  already  provided  homes  for  many  fam- 
ilies. 

"Admirably  placed  to  care  for  the  various  districts 
surrounding  it,  Park  Street  Church  commenced  to 
realize  the  hope  of  its  founders,  adding  425  members 
in  the  eleven  years  of  this  pastorate,  besides  making 
additions  to  its  congregation.     There  are  those  liv- 
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ing  who  can  testify  to  the  faithfulness  of  Dr.  Aiken. 
Undoubtedly  their  words  will  accord  with  the  tribute 
frequently  given  by  the  late  Edward  A.  Studley :  '  He 
was  an  earnest  worker  and  a  devoted  servant  of  God. ' 
During  his  term  of  office  the  Church  was  raised  and 
the  vestry,  as  we  now  have  it,  built  beneath. 

"After  him  came  Dr.  A.  Ll  Stone,  a  conspicuous 
figure,  whose  long  service  of  seventeen  years  is  well 
remembered  by  many  Bostonians,  because  of  the  fre- 
quent part  taken  by  him  in  public  exercises.  Dr. 
iStone  was  a  pulpit  orator  of  repute,  and  a  man  of 
statesmanlike  views,  well  fitted  to  express  the  loyal 
sentiments  of  Park  Street  Church  dmring  the  trying 
period  of  the  war  for  the  Union.  It  has  been  said  that 
no  other  clergyman,  if  Henry  Ward  Beecher  be  ex- 
cepted, rendered  more  valuable  service  to  the  gov- 
ernment in  those  days  that  tried  men's  souls.  To 
appreciate  his  grasp  of  the  great  problems  of  the 
hour,  one  has  but  to  read  the  sermon  which  he 
preached  by  invitation  before  the  Massachusetts  legis- 
lature. 

''It  was  during  this  period  that  the  Mason  Street 
School  was  founded,  which,  under  the  direction  of 
Erastus  Smith  and  others,  became  a  center  of  large 
influence.  Mr.  Smith's  widow  is  the  oldest  member 
now  in  attendance. 

''In  the  days  of  Dr.  Stone,  1858,  the  Back  Bay  was 
reclaimed,  and  'Park  Street'  became  the  church  cen- 
ter of  an  ever-increasing  population.  Tremont  and 
Boylston  Streets,  Beacon  Hill,  the  West  End,  as  well 
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as  the  South  and  North  Ends,  offered  their  quotas  to 
its  congregations,  and  great  numbers  of  the  city's 
prominent  citizens  occupied  pews  in  its  meeting 
house. 

' '  To  such  a  congregation,  serious  minded,  yet  culti- 
vated, came  W.  H.  H.  Murray,  with  eloquent  tongue 
and  attractive  personality.  Distinctly  differing  from 
his  predecessors  in  method  and  manner,  he  caught  the 
attention  of  the  city  and  filled  the  pews  to  overflow- 
ing. The  feature  of  his  pastorate  was  the  preaching, 
original  and  daring.  It  won  the  hearts  of  a  large  fol- 
lowing and  brought  the  curious  from  near  and  far. 
Mr.  Murray  was  an  out-of-doors '  man,  and  had  a  facile 
pen.  With  the  latter  he  reached  a  great  audience  of 
readers,  and  thus  added  to  his  popularity.  During 
his  ministry  the  attention  is  centered  on  the  pulpit. 
This  does  not  mean  that  the  laity  were  asleep.  They 
were  doing  some  deep  thinking,  as  any  one  will  ac- 
knowledge who  takes  pains  to  acquire  a  copy  of 
Mr.  Murray's  Park  Street  sermons,  but  they  were 
also  working  diligently  in  the  IMaster 's  service.  That 
they  were  fully  alive  becomes  clearly  apparent  in 
1874,  when  the  unfortunate  incident  arose  which  left 
the  Church  without  a  pastor,  and  with  a  diminished 
membership,  a  goodly  proportion  of  both  members 
and  congregation  following  Mr.  Murray  to  Boston 
Music  Hall,  where  the  latter  continued  for  some  time 
to  hold  services,  within  a  stone's  throw  of  his  old 
pulpit. 

"It  was  at  this  juncture  that  Dr.  Withrow  came  to 
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Park  Street.  'Though  the  fingers  of  tnne  have 
twisted  a  few  silvered  hairs  through  my  locks  before 
my  head  has  felt  the  weight  of  forty  winters,  my 
heart  is  yoimger  than  ever,'  he  wrote  in  accepting  the 
call,  and  it  seems  as  if  he  must  have  possessed  a  boyish 
spirit,  in  spite  of  two  important  prior  charges  in  Phil- 
adelphia and  Indianapolis,  to  have  dared  face  such  a 
situation. 

' '  Already  the  residential  conditions  of  the  city  were 
shifting,  forecasting  the  present  isolation  of  the 
Church  edifice.  For  the  first  time  in  nearly  three- 
quarters  of  a  century  there  was  grave  unpleasantness 
in  the  Church.  So  firm  in  their  attitude  had  the  re- 
maining church  officers  been  in  the  controversy  with 
the  recent  incumbent  that  there  was  reason  to  doubt 
if  a  minister  would  be  permitted  to  lead  without  un- 
due annoyance.  Across  the  street,  the  late  pastor, 
whose  reputation  was  national,  was  addressing  great 
concourses  of  people. 

' '  It  took  conscious  power  and  great  faith  to  respond 
to  such  a  call.  Dr.  AYithrow  does  not  seem  to  have 
hesitated.  It  was  a  task  different  from  Dr.  Griffin's, 
but  one  no  less  severe.  He  undertook  it  with  the 
splendid  courage  which  has  characterized  his  public 
life,  and  within  three  years  had  packed  the  Church 
to  the  doors,  and  was  spealdng  in  the  clear,  sonorous 
voice  to  which  most  of  us  have  listened,  to  great  audi- 
ences which  on  special  occasions,  as  had  been  the  case 
in  Mr.  Murray's  day,  filled  every  available  space  in 
the  aisles    (this  was  before  the  present  prohibitory 
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ordinances)  and  overflowed  the  steps  of  the  plat- 
form. 

"]\fany  will  remember  the  Park  Street  Branch  Mis- 
sion in  the  North  End  which  commenced  its  useful 
work  under  the  superintendence  of  Edwin  A.  Harris 
at  this  time. 

"Part  of  the  resolution  spread  upon  the  Church 
records,  which  was  drafted  by  Edward  A.  Studley, 
and  moved  by  Ezra  Farnsworth,  upon  Dr.  With- 
row's  resigning  his  charge,  may  be  quoted  here  as 
fairly  suggestive  of  the  results  of  this  ministry : 

"  'When  he  came  he  found  us  comparatively  weak 
and  scattered;  he  leaves  us  strong  and  united;  he 
found  us  in  debt,  he  leaves  us  without  debt  and  a  sur- 
plus in  the  treasury,  as  has  been  the  case  from  year 
to  year  of  his  pastorate.  Under  no  other  pastorate 
since  the  organization  of  the  Church  has  this  been  the 
fact.  He  found  our  house  of  worship  needing  re- 
pairs; he  leaves  it  in  as  fair  condition  as  when  it  was 
built  at  first.  Repairs  have  been  made  at  an  expense 
of  about  $20,000,  including  a  new  organ  placed  in 
the  Church,  so  that  within  and  without  it  is  very 
pleasing  to  the  eye,  as  well  as  comfortable  for  use.' 

*' Before  leaving  the  pulpit  the  outgoing  pastor 
nominated  a  successor  that  the  Church  might  not  be 
left  without  a  leader.  This  was  the  Rev.  David  Gregg, 
whose  charming  personality  is  readily  recalled  to 
mind,  and  who  speedily  won  for  himself  a  warm  place 
in  the  affections  of  the  people,  besides  holding  the 
congregation  in  a  manner  which  gave  encouragement 
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to  those  who  feared  for  the  future  of  the  Church  be- 
cause of  radical  changes  in  the  residential  sections, 
which  had  already  driven  all  the  churches  in  the  de- 
nomination, the  daughters  of  Park  Street,  as  well  as 
the  mother  church,  from  the  business  center. 

*'In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  as 
early  as  1874,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Society,  Mr. 
Murray  had  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  'location  of 
the  church  edifice  makes  it  inaccessible  to  a  majority 
of  the  congregation  save  at  the  expense  of  great  effort, 
thus  exposing  it  to  a  steady  and  steadily  increasing 
loss  of  membership  by  the  removal  of  families  from 
its  neighborhood.' 

''It  was  during  Dr.  Gregg's  pastorate  that  the  first 
movement  to  meet  these  altered  conditions  was  in- 
itiated by  the  Society  whose  Prudential  Committee, 
fearing  ultimate  fiscal  embarrassment,  developed  a 
plan  by  which  rentable  stores  were  to  be  placed  under 
the  raised  meeting-house.  At  the  time  when  offered, 
the  proposition  failed  to  receive  the  endorsement  of 
the  Church,  which  had  great  confidence  in  the  pastor, 
and  which  hoped  that  some  less  radical  policy  might 
prove  equally  efficient.  Later  it  appeared  in  modified 
form  during  the  succeeding  pastorate  of  Rev.  Isaac  J. 
Lansing,  when  the  Society  negotiated  a  mortgage  for 
$50,000  on  the  meeting-house,  and  completed  altera- 
tions partly  necessitated  by  decay  in  the  original  tim~ 
bering,  and  partly  designed  to  add  to  the  income  ac- 
count by  enlarging  the  stores  in  the  basement. 

"Mr.  Lansing  is  remembered  as  a  preacher  of  elo- 
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qiience  and  power,  whose  talents  were  devoted  to  the 
service  of  the  Chnrch.  He  came  after  an  interregnum 
of  three  years,  and  had  a  difficult  task  to  meet,  but 
applied  himself  with  zeal  to  the  service  he  had  under- 
taken. 

' '  He  was  followed  by  Dr.  Withrow,  whose  affection 
for  Park  Street  and  appreciation  of  its  value  as  a 
source  of  inspiration,  brought  him  back  to  Boston  and 
Congregationalism,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
great  Presbyterian  Church  had  made  him  moderator 
of  their  General  Assembly,  and  that  he  was  then,  as  he 
had  been  for  ten  years,  preaching  to  an  audience  twice 
the  size  of  any  that  could  be  accommodated  in  the 
Boston  meeting-house. 

''Zealous  for  the  perpetuation  of  the  Church,  and 
fearful  lest  the  resources  of  the  organization  might  be 
wasted  by  new  financial  obligations  that  must  be  in- 
curred by  a  society  deprived  of  the  support  of  many  of 
its  most  substantial  members,  whose  sympathy  was  still 
with  the  Church,  but  who  had  long  since  been  forced 
to  remove  their  homes  to  other  parts  of  the  city.  Dr. 
Withrow  approved' of  the  act  of  the  Church  and  So- 
ciety disposing  of  the  meeting-house  for  $1,250,000. 
The  failure  of  the  purchasers  of  the  property  to  com- 
plete their  contract,  owing  to  an  unlooked-for  strin- 
gency in  the  money  market,  is  familiar  to  all.  So,  too, 
is  the  proposition  to  lease  the  site  for  an  annual  in- 
come of  $55,000,  which  met  with  the  approval  of  the 
Church,  but  was  withdrawn  because  of  the  attitude 
of  the  Society.     In  the  deliberations  which  attended 
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both  measures  some  heat  was  engendered,  but  both 
Church  and  Society  proved  their  ability  to  discuss 
matters  of  large  moment  in  a  democratic,  congrega- 
tional manner  without  permitting  acrimony  and  dis- 
sension to  disrupt  the  organization.  As  had  been  the 
case  when  the  removal  of  the  Old  South  Church  was 
under  consideration,  the  discussions  were  participated 
in  by  several  citizens  who  were  anxious  to  preserve 
the  beautiful  spire,  which  had  long  since  become  a 
notable  landmark. 

"It  was  at  this  juncture  that  Dr.  Withrow,  broken 
in  strength  by  many  years  of  arduous  work,  asked  for 
an  associate,  and  the  present  service  of  Dr.  Conrad 
commenced,  first  in  the  capacity  of  colleague,  and  then 
as  sole  pastor,  upon  the  resignation  of  the  senior 
minister,  now  pastor  emeritus.  Possessed  of  great 
power  as  a  preacher,  and  with  an  enthusiasm  for  hard 
work  rarely  equaled.  Dr.  Conrad  has  already  proved 
himself  worthy  of  the  high  place  he  has  been  called 
to  fill.  In  the  great  New  England  Council,  which  he 
was  efficient  in  organizing,  and  of  whose  Executive 
Committee  he  was  the  first  chairman,  and  in  the  Chap- 
man revival,  which  has  recently  swept  this  city,  and 
which  was  largely  organized  under  his  directions,  he 
has  proved  himself  worthy  of  high  confidence  by  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  acquitted  himself.  Thus 
tested  and  endowed  with  brain  and  heart  of  the  high- 
est quality,  he  should  be  able,  under  God,  to  meet  the 
problem  of  his  own  Church  and  render  able  counsel 
in  the  discussion  of  any  question  affecting  its  future. 
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' '  Twelve  pastorates,  the  shortest  being  that  of  J.  H. 
Lindsle}^,  two  years  and  ten  months,  and  the  longest, 
including  two  years  of  emeritus  relations,  that  of 
John  L.  Withrow,  twenty-two  years.  It  has  been  re- 
marked that  Dr.  Griffin  had  been  in  touch  with  the 
Church  prior  to  his  acceptance  of  the  pastorate,  and 
Dr.  Withrow 's  full  term  of  tender  relationship,  if  we 
include  frequent  visitations  during  the  years  of  the 
Chicago  pastorate,  covered  thirty-three  years,  or 
nearly  one-third  of  the  Church's  history.  I  take  it, 
in  these  days  of  philosophic  thought  and  scientific 
method,  that  it  is  proper  at  this  juncture,  in  a  very 
broad  way,  to  examine  the  talents  and  ability  of  these 
men,  and  the  character  of  their  preaching.  Not  only 
that  we  may  have  the  historic  facts,  but  that  the 
Church  and  the  public  may  draw  fitting  conclusions. 

''It  has  been  duly  shown  that  the  forbears  of  the 
founders  of  Park  Street  Church  had  been  distin- 
guished for  absolute  sincerity.  That  from  them  in 
course,  in  spite  of  occasional  error,  leaning  now  to- 
ward authority  and  law,  now  toward  freedom,  had 
come  the  beginnings  of  religious  and  civic  liberty. 

"We  have  noted  the  date  on  which  the  corner-stone 
was  laid.  Beneath  it  the  little  group  composing  the 
Church  had  placed  a  silver  plate  bearing  this  inscrip- 
tion— 'Jesus  Christ,  the  chief  corner-stone,  in  Whom 
the  whole  building  fitly  framed  together  groweth  into 
a  holy  temple  in  the  Lord' — an  act  which  demon- 
strated their  loyalty  to  the  vital  assertion  of  Puritan 
theology.    It  is  with  keen  interest,  therefore,  that  your 
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attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  not  one  of  the 
twelve  men  who  have  stood  in  this  pulpit  during  the 
past  century  has  lacked  a  passion  for  the  Truth,  or 
has  permitted  the  walls  of  the  spiritual  edifice  which 
he  has  assisted  to  erect  upon  this  corner-stone,  to  lean 
from  the  vertical. 

''This,  then,  being  the  fact,  what  has  followed? 
That  which  makes  the  story  of  Park  Street  Church 
of  the  greatest  possible  significance  to  every  man  who 
thinks  straight  and  has  the  faculty  of  noting  the 
relation  between  cause  and  effect,  while  it  proves  that 
absolute  fealty  to  God  is  the  best  guaranty  of  liberty, 
namely,  a  snapping  of  the  chains  of  habit  and  preju- 
dice, and  a  succession  of  virile  movements  of  large 
public  interest  so  vigorous  as  to  command  astonish- 
ment in  earlier  days;  applause  in  this. 

"The  establishment  of  the  prayer  meeting,  which 
for  years,  if  not  now,  was  an  element  of  power  in 
orthodox  Congregational  churches,  which  knew  little 
of  its  gracious  influence  in  the  Eighteenth  century, 
was  but  an  intimation  of  what  was  to  come. 

"Quickly  following  this  was  the  inauguration  in 
1817  of  the  Sunday  School  in  this  community,  another 
new  invention,  besides  co-operation  in  establishing  the 
City  Missionary  Society,  and  the  early  encourage- 
ment of  Congregational  singing  and  church  music, 
which  has  become  of  large  interest  to  the  members  of 
all  churches,  however  radical.  Then  in  order  the  fol- 
lowing events: 

"Co-operation  in  the  beginnings  of  the  American 
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Board  in  1809,  Dr.  Griffin  taking  part  in  the  dedica- 
tion exercises  in  Salem,  and  the  Church  being  directly 
interested  in  the  movement  through  Samuel  Hubbard, 
long  the  chairman  of  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the 
Board,  an  incident  of  its  connection  with  world  evan- 
gelization being  the  fact  that  the  original  church  of 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  which  worked  a  miracle  in  the 
South  seas,  was  inaugurated  in  this  room. 

"In  1815  the  formation  of  the  American  Educa- 
tional Society. 

' '  In  1824  the  movement  which  resulted  in  the  form- 
ing of  the  Prison  Eef orm  Society. 

"In  1826  the  conference  among  members  which  led 
to  the  formation  of  the  American  ]*vIissionary  Associa- 
tion. 

"The  same  year  the  original  meeting  which  led  to 
the  establishment  of  the  American  Temperance 
Society. 

"The  establislunent  of  the  custom  now  observed 
through  the  country  of  setting  apart  a  day  of  prayer 
for  colleges. 

"These  are  selected  as  the  most  notable.  All  in  a 
particular  way  originated  with  Park  Street  as  a 
whole,  or  were  brought  about  by  the  earnest  co-opera- 
tion of  its  membership.  At  the  same  time,  because  of 
the  Church's  unerring  sympathy  in  every  forward 
movement,  its  meeting-house  became  the  home  of  the 
American  Peace  Society,  and  it  was  in  this  room  that 
Charles  Sumner  delivered  one  of  his  most  notable 
orations. 
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'•Here  was  life  that  refused  to  be  bound  by  arti- 
ficial custom,  and  which  was  free  and  creative,  that 
gave  itself  up,  during  the  first  half  of  the  century, 
in  originating  new  ways  to  aid  and  enfranchise  hu- 
manity, and  in  the  second  half  in  sustaining  and  mak- 
ing sffective  the  work  begun. 

"But  Park  Street's  spirit  is  not  to  be  judged  by 
such  phenomena  alone.  Because  the  Church's  heart 
was  big  and  warm  and  alive  with  loyalty  to  God  and 
country,  its  pulpit  not  alone  fired  Boston  and  the 
Congregational  churches  through  the  land  with  new 
zeal  for  religion,  but  rang  with  sentiments  that 
aroused  the  hearers  to  an  intense  love  for  freedom. 

"Listen.  Here  Sereno  Dwight  called  on  the  nation 
to  succor  the  Greeks  in  their  struggle  against  Turkish 
tyranny,  speaking  effectively  for  liberty  by  invitation 
of  the  Greek  National  Committee  and  other  organiza- 
tions. 

' '  Here  A.  L.  Stone  pronounced  his  great  oration  on 
Webster,  which  the  statesman's  Boswell,  Peter  Har- 
vey, caused  to  be  printed  and  circulated. 

"Here  Murray  pleaded  against  the  shams  and  con- 
ventions which  fettered  and  enslaved  the  free  soul, 
and  Withrow,  in  the  days  of  his  power,  denounced 
the  growing  luxury  and  profligacy  that  commenced  to 
loom  high  in  the  second  decade  following  the  Civil 
War,  and  warned  the  people  of  the  fate  that  overtook 
the  Roman  Republic. 

"Here  Gregg  and  Lansing  and  Conrad  have  elo- 
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quently  maintained  that  'righteousness  exalteth  a  na- 
tion. ' 

* '  These  sermons  and  addresses,  think  of  the  number 
of  them  preached  by  these  devoted  men  and  their  fel- 
low ministers,  must  have  kindled  the  spark  in  innam- 
erable  hearts  that  flamed  into  love  for  God  and  free- 
dom of  thought,  for  liberty  and  law.  Let  them  bear 
witness  to  the  Church 's  worth  in  this  hour.  Then  call 
to  mind  the  potent  influences  for  good  of  the  Church 
itself,  and  by  the  Church  I  mean  the  continuity  of 
souls  that  bind  the  organization  of  today  with  the 
group  of  founders.  I  mean  the  laity  led  to  high 
thinking  and  service  by  its  pastors,  but  in  many  ways 
sufficient  unto  itself. 

''What  has  it  not  done  for  civic  righteousness? 
Setting  aside  the  cleansing  and  strengthening  of  its 
lives,  morally  and  spiritually,  in  the  great  work  it  has 
been  persistently  doing,  and  which  bore  special  fruit 
in  the  years  1823,  1826,  1831,  1840,  1849,  1857,  1876, 
and  1909 ;  setting  aside  the  fact  that  in  the  last  fifty 
years  alone  it  has  expended  $693,656.42  for  the  main- 
tenance of  worship  in  Boston,  and  has  given  $433,- 
567.10  for  benevolence,  let  us  lift  the  curtain  of  the 
past  and  look  back  upon  scenes  that  live  in  the  mem- 
ories of  some  here,  or  of  which  they  have  had  word 
pictures  from  loved  lips. 

"The  first  scene  that  we  are  admitted  to  shows  a 
gathering  of  the  brethren  in  the  new  edifice,  January 
29,  1811.  You  who  are  familiar  with  the  names  of 
the  founders,  know  who  are  present.     The  Council 
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which  is  to  settle  Dr.  Griffin  is  about  to  meet,  and  jeal- 
ous of  their  rights  as  laymen,  they  are  passing  the 
following  resolution,  viz. :  '  This  Church  disclaims  the 
principle  of  lay  ordination,  and  believes  that  a  pastor 
is  amenable  to  no  body  of  Christians  other  than  one 
possessing  a  power  to  invest  him  with  his  pastoral 
office.  But  having  a  right  to  know  the  religious  opin- 
ions of  those  who  are  to  be  installed  over  us,  we  judge 
it  highly  expedient  and  necessary  to  incorporate,  and 
do  hereby  incorporate,  among  our  fundamental  and 
permanent  regulations  that  before  we  can  consent  to 
receive  any  man  for  our  pastor  he  must  subscribe  to 
the  following  creed. '  Reference  to  the  latter  is  unnec- 
essary here.  It  is  the  preamble  which  shows  the  dom- 
inant self-governing  church.  There  were  some  ortho- 
dox souls  in  that  day,  as  well  as  liberal,  that  echoed 
the  note  struck  by  Wise  a  century  before,  which  em- 
phasizes the  freedom  of  the  laity. 

''The  second  scene  introduces  us  into  a  meeting  in 
the  upper  vestry  of  the  meeting-house,  October  14, 
1829.  at  which,  among  several  formal  resolutions,  the 
following  is  adopted: 

' '  '  That,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Church  to  support  by 
voluntary  association  such  a  choir  of  singers  as  may 
be  capable  of  leading  the  devotions  of  the  Church  in 
this  exercise  in  an  acceptable  and  profitable  manner, 
and  to  make  provision  for  the  instruction  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  congregation  in  church  music. ' 

"The  second  picture  dissolves  into  a  third  almost 
before  we  grasp  its  significance,  and  we  find  ourselves 
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amid  a  great  concourse  of  children  gathered  in  this 
auditorinm  as  a  direct  result  of  the  musical  associa- 
tion founded  in  the  meeting  just  referred  to,  and  they 
are  singing  for  the  first  time  the  words  of  the  national 
anthem:  'My  Country,  'Tis  of  Thee,  Sweet  Land  of 
Liberty,  Thy  Name  I  Love.' 

' '  The  fourth  scene  brings  us  again  into  this  room  to 
show  us  William  Lloyd  Garrison  making  the  first  anti- 
slavery  address  he  is  known  to  have  delivered,  and 
we  remember  with  pride  that  he  is  speaking  on  this 
platform  because  of  the  sympathy  he  has  received 
from  Dr.  Edward  Beecher,  whom,  it  is  said.  Garrison 
believed  would  be  the  captain  in  the  great  crusade  he 
had  undertaken,  not  yet  appreciating  his  own  high 
destiny. 

' '  The  fifth  scene  transports  us  to  j\Iusic  Hall,  where 
one  thousand  people  are  gathered  at  the  semi-centen- 
nial. There  are  letters  read  from  Ray,  the  sweet  song- 
writer, and  others  telling  of  inspiration  won  here,  and 
the  speeches  ring  with  reaffirmation  of  tested  princi- 
ples. 

' '  The  sixth  scene  brings  us  into  the  Society  meeting 
of  September  3,  1862.  That  body  has  received  a  com- 
munication from  the  pastor  asking  leave  of  absence 
for  nine  months  that  he  may  serve  his  country  as 
chaplain  in  the  Forty-fifth  Regiment  of  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  under  Colonel  Codman,  and  has  listened 
to  patriotic  remarks  by  W.  T.  Eustis,  Deacon  Hoyt, 
Deacon  Farnsworth,  Messrs.  Hoxie,  Studley,  and  oth- 
ers.   It  is  now  about  to  vote  unanimously  that  the  So- 
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ciety  grant  leave  of  absence  for  nine  months  to  their 
pastor  to  act  as  chaplain  to  the  cadet  regiment  in  ac- 
cordance with  his  request  as  expressed  in  his  com- 
munication addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  Pruden- 
tial Committee,  bearing  date  August  23  and  Septem- 
ber 2,  and  that  his  salary  be  continued. 

'  •  The  seventh  scene  reveals  one  of  the  typical  meet- 
ings held  in  this  Church  to  further  the  war  for  the 
Union.  We  can  not  hear  the  appeals  for  enlistment, 
but  there  is  that  in  the  faces  of  the  young  men  pres- 
ent which  proves  that  their  hearts  have  been  reached 
and  we  know  of  the  splendid  response  which  took 
from  this  Church  nearly  a  full  company  of  its  best 
and  bravest.  These  tablets  are  mute  witnesses  to 
their  patriotism. 

''The  narration  of  an  incident  which  reflects  the 
loyalty  that  thrilled  the  Church  during  these  trying 
times  may  be  of  service  in  re-creating  the  past.  It 
was  just  before  the  campaign  at  Chattanooga,  and  a 
Park  Street  boy  who  had  gone  to  New  Orleans  with 
some  of  the  New  England  troops,  looked  up  from  his 
incidental  occupation  to  see  the  son  of  Ezra  Farns- 
worth  standing  by  him.  It  surprised  him.  The  boy 's 
father  was  so  influential  that,  as  he  expressed  it,  'I 
never  dreamed  they  would  let  him  enlist.' 

^'  'Where  are  you  going T  he  asked.  'To  the  north, 
where  the  fighting  is.'  'But  this  sort  of  thing  is  not 
meant  for  you.  You  ought  to  go  home.'  'Go  home! 
I  guess  not ;  I  can  give  my  life  for  my  country  as  well 
as  you. ' 
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"Splendid  rivalry!  To  be  followed  a  few  months 
later,  as  in  so  many  other  cases,  by  generous  sacrifice. 
'They  brought  him  do\^Ti  to  New  Orleans,'  said  the 
narrator,  '  to  be  carried  to  Boston  by  boat,  and  he  was 
dreadfully  thin  and  pale.    He  had  lost  a  leg. ' 

"We  look  back  to  the  great  day  of  the  Civil  War 
as  to  a  heroic  period,  but  not  a  few  here  can  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  recent  loyal  demonstrations  which  followed 
the  announcement  of  war  with  Spain,  and  the  strain- 
ing at  the  leashes  by  the  young  men  of  the  Church, 
who  would  fain  have  sent  another  company  to  the 
front  to  emulate  the  example  of  the  boys  of  '61,  had 
not  older  heads  urged  postponement  of  service  until 
the  need  became  apparent — another  testimonial  to  the 
public  part  that  a  church  like  this  plays  in  a  com- 
munity. 

"These  pictures  are  suggestive  only.  There  are 
other  and  more  intimate  ones  that  come  unbidden  to 
mind.  As  they  are  painted  for  our  delectation  by  the 
imagination  or  the  memory  we  may  plainly  discern 
that  which  is  known  as  Park  Street  Church  today 
ought  not  to  be  thought  of  as  a  dead  monument  in 
brick  and  plaster,  but  as  a  living  organism  which 
should  be  the  embodiment  of  every  high  emotion 
which  has  swayed  its  laity  for  a  hundred  years.  This 
is  so  naturally  enough.  John  E.  Parker,  long  a  dea- 
con of  the  Church,  who  is  with  us  today,  first  attended 
service  in  1853.  He  knew  Deacon  Bumstead  and 
many  others  of  those  who  were  connected  with  the  en- 
terprise in  its  early  days.     Two  lives  thus  span  the 
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life  of  the  Church.  This  is  but  a  single  instance; 
others  might  be  cited.  It  is  given  to  illustrate  the  sol- 
idarity that  such  an  organization  acquires  by  the  in- 
terweaving of  lives  that  in  turn  receive  the  battle 
standard  from  those  earlier  engaged. 

"Never  has  there  been  a  worthier  succession  than 
those  who  have  championed  God's  cause  in  this  fel- 
lowship, nor  one  better  fitted  to  keep  alive  every  high 
tradition  and  principle.  It  includes  such  men,  besides 
the  founders  already  mentioned,  as  Holmes  and  Ho- 
mer, Odiorne,  Hubbard,  Evarts,  Lamson,  Farnsworth, 
Coburn  and  Studley,  with  many  others  who  have 
wrought  well  and  whose  names  are  held  in  affectionate 
memory. 

' '  The  Hon.  Charles  Loring,  speaking  for  the  Massa- 
chusetts lawyers  in  eulogy  before  Lemuel  Shaw,  did 
not  hesitate  to  call  the  chief  justice's  attention  to  the 
fact  that  one  of  these,  Samuel  Hubbard,  recently  a 
justice  of  the  supreme  court,  had  long  been  Shaw's 
compeer,  and  that  the  two  had  been  alternately  con- 
sidered as  the  Hector  and  Achilles  of  the  Bar. 

''A  marked  tribute  and  one  w^hich  drew  forth  from 
the  eminent  justice  such  words  as  are  rarely  listened 
to  within  the  walls  of  a  court  house,  among  which  we 
mark  these :  '  His  name  is  connected  with  nearly  all 
the  great  movements  of  our  age  for  the  diffusion  of 
Christian  civilization.  He  had  an  important  agency 
in  their  beginning  and  progress. ' 

' '  Of  another  of  these,  Ezra  Farnsworth,  a  merchant 
prince,  whose  generosity  made  this  Church,  through 
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which  he  was  pleased  to  distribute  his  munificent 
gifts,  a  power  for  good  in  the  community,  it  may  well 
be  said  that  great  as  were  his  activities  in  many  fields, 
commercial  and  benevolent.  Park  Street  Church  was 
his  first  care  and  solicitude. 

' '  To  such  men  the  Church  has  given  the  conduct  of 
its  affairs,  always  retaining  the  right  to  discuss  and 
pass  upon  any  measure  concerning  its  polity  or  inter- 
est. Being  human,  it  has  criticised  them  while  it 
loved  them  well,  and  for  the  most  part  listened  to 
their  counsels. 

' '  Let  Park  Street  cherish  their  memories  as,  cheered 
by  their  example,  it  faces  the  future.  This  has  been 
demonstrated  under  their  leadership,  that  reverence 
for  law  and  authority,  provided  it  gives  signs  of  vi- 
tality by  devising  new  methods  to  succor  humanity,  is 
as  essential  to  progress  as  is  the  love  of  freedom  that 
does  not  forget  to  magnify  law.  Perhaps  those  who 
think  deeply  will  say  it  is  the  same  thing. 

"What  has  the  new  century  in  store  for  the 
Church?  Everything!  if  it  retain  the  sincerity  of 
I)urpose  of  its  forbears  and  continues  to  be  animated 
by  the  high  principles  that  were  theirs.  Nothing!  if 
it  is  content  to  gather  in  its  meeting-house  large  and 
complacent  congregations,  and  to  felicitate  itself  upon 
its  traditions  without  adequately  meeting  its  responsi- 
bilities, which  are  as  great  as  its  resources.  New  occa- 
sions teach  new  duties.  There  is  a  great  movement  of 
the  nations  from  East  to  West  and  New  England  is 
already  submerged  with  peoples  of  strange  tongues 
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and  gods.  Religious,  political,  economic  and  social 
problems  crowd  each  other.  Mightier  changes  are 
wrought  in  a  decade  of  our  period  than  in  centuries 
aforetime.  There  is  opportunity  for  Park  Street 
Church  to  do  fourfold  the  work  credited  to  its  fathers. 
Let  us  trust  that  it  will  not  fail  now  in  imagination 
and  action,  for  that  must  mean  that  the  tie  has  been 
sundered  which  has  bound  it  to  the  source  of  inspira- 
tion/' 


PERMANENTLY  COMMANDING  PRINCIPLES 
OF  CHRISTIANITY 


5jr%  EY.  Dr.  Charles  H.  Parkhurst,  who  was  intro- 
fmX  duced  by  Dr.  Conrad  as  a  man  known  the  world 
around  for  his  wisdom  and  courage  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  human  progress,  who  had  met  on  the  arena 
of  reform  in  America's  metropolitan  center  every 
form  of  man  or  beast,  and  had  never  yet  lowered  his 
arm,  and  who  for  intellectual  penetration  and  high 
moral  purpose  stands  today  without  a  superior  in 
America,  then  delivered  an  address  upon  the  theme, 
'' Permanently  Commanding  Principles  of  Christian- 
ity." 

"It  is  ground  of  exceptional  satisfaction  to  me  that 
I  can  lift  up  my  voice  in  this  Church,  a  Church  which 
has  been  kno^vn  to  me  from  my  boyhood  as  a  syno- 
nym for  steadfastness  in  the  faith,  and  as  a  prolific 
source  of  influence  over  New  England  character  and 
life. 

' '  The  solidity  of  the  topic  which  has  been  suggested 
to  me  is  such  as  is  consonant  with  the  earnestness  and 
dignity  of  the  occasion;  a  topic  which,  if  I  mistake 
not,  is  rendered  rather  peculiarly  appropriate  by  the 
prevailing  temper  of  the  times,  namely,  'the  perma- 
nently commanding  principles  of  Christianity.' 

121 
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''Christianity  is  something  which  finds  its  grounds 
and  the  guarantee  of  its  stability,  not  only  in  the  mind 
and  heart  of  God,  but  also  in  the  mind  and  heart  of 
man,  as  God  has  made  man.  The  power  of  the  Bible's 
appeal  to  man  lies  not  simply  in  the  fact  that  it  is  con- 
sidered to  be  a  Divine  communication,  but  in  the 
equally  significant  fact  that  the  vocabulary  of  its 
thought  is  one  in  which  also  the  human  minds  thinks, 
so  fast,  at  any  rate,  as  the  human  mind  learns  to 
know  itself. 

"It  is  that  exactly  which  makes  out  the  supreme 
satisfaction  that  a  man  experiences  in  preaching — the 
assurance  he  has  that  there  is  in  the  human  intelligence 
and  conscience  that  solid  spot  that  is  square  to  the 
blow  when  the  blow  comes,  that  the  foundations  of  the 
soul  are  laid  in  the  true,  that  man's  spirit  is  strung 
with  cords  that  quiver  and  begin  to  hum  when  the 
finger  of  Divine  reality  commences  to  touch  them  and 
to  play  upon  them,  and  that  thus  the  beginnings  of 
all  Bible,  the  roots  of  all  Bible,  are  buried  deep  in  the 
soil  of  the  being  that  the  Bible  addresses  itself  to,  so 
that  the  Bible  is  the  medium  through  which  God  in 
Heaven  speaks  to  the  little  God  that  is  in  man's  soul. 
It  works  in  the  preacher  tremendous  confidence  when 
he  stands  before  a  congregation,  to  know  that  if  he 
can  thrust  do^vn  one  of  the  eternal  verities  into  a  suf- 
ficiently deep  spot  in  his  hearers'  hearts  he  is  certain 
to  stir  up  no  end  of  'Amens.' 

"It  is  probable,  more  than  probable,  that  we  have 
quiddled  too  much  with  the  minuti^  of  Christianity; 
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that  we  have  so  put  to  the  fore  and  emphasized  Chris- 
tianity's  accessories  as  to  disguise  those  massive  struc- 
tural lines  which  are  the  Divine  genius  of  the  whole 
matter,  and  have  bewildered  the  ears  of  people  by- 
filling  the  air  with  vocal  disturbance  in  which  those 
ears  could  find  no  music. 

' '  It  may  be  that  out  of  our  unregenerate  passion  to 
to  be  pettifogging,  out  of  the  talent  we  have  for  be- 
ing captivated  by  what  is  subsidiary  and  paltry,  we 
have  forgotten  sometimes  that  our  true  province  as 
preacher  is  to  hold  fast  to  the  big  dominant  lines  of 
truth,  lines  that  by  ordination  of  nature  have  their 
coimterpart  in  every  creature  made  in  God's  image, 
and  thus  have  failed  to  make  it  felt,  and  felt  deeply 
and  persuadingly,  that  the  verities  of  Christianity  are 
just  as  certainly  a  subjective  reality  as  they  are  an 
objective  revelation. 

"It  is  for  that  reason  that  we  ought  all  of  us  to 
deprecate  and  discourage  the  fastening  of  men's  at- 
tention in  any  close  way  upon  any  but  the  basal  facts 
of  our  holy  religion,  facts  that  are  very  few,  but 
which,  because  clad  with  the  authority  not  merely  of 
God,  but  with  that  of  the  soul  addressed,  are  exceed- 
ingly commanding.  A  finished  theological  training, 
and  by  that  I  mean  a  detailed  theological  training,  is 
no  more  necessary  in  order  to  qualify  a  man  to  preach 
in  our  day  than  it  was  in  the  day  of  St.  Peter.  Peter 
in  his  Pentecostal  addresses  simply  worked  along  the 
spinal  column  of  the  Gospel,  and  people  flocked  into 
the  church  by  thousands,  and  how  little  of  what  we 
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should  call  seminary  theology  he  had  at  that  time  as 
a  qualifying  outfit  any  one  can  infer  for  himself  who 
is  familiar  with  the  Gospel  narratives  and  knows  how 
little  doctrinal  instruction  he  had  had  given  him  dur- 
ing the  three  previous  years. 

''This  is  not  at  all  a  criticism  upon  theological 
study.  It  is  always  well  to  know  all  that  we  can  about 
anything  and  everything,  and  especially  about  mat- 
ters that  have  to  do  with  God  and  the  soul  and  the  rela- 
tion between  the  two.  I  am  only  saying  that  the  air 
should  be  kept  as  clear  as  possible  of  all  material  that 
shall  so  create  an  intellectual  dust  as  to  render  ob- 
scure to  the  average  mind  the  great  fundamental 
facts,  facts  that  when  beheld  without  obscuration,  seen 
in  their  natural  light,  felt  in  their  native  solidity,  the 
soul  will  assent  to,  does  assent  to,  can  not  help  assent- 
ing to. 

' '  These  are  things  to  brood  over  thoughtfully  when 
we  have  in  mind  the  matter  of  the  Gospel's  permanent 
authority.  It  is  not  having  a  detailed  system  of  Chris- 
tian conviction  that  does  the  mischief,  but  it  is  push- 
ing its  details  into  the  arena  of  interrogation  and  ar- 
gumentation. It  is  saying  things  that  you  cannot  fol- 
low up  with  a  'thus  saith  the  Lord';  it  is  saying 
things  that  turn  the  human  mind  into  a  debating  so- 
ciety, thereby  debilitating  the  conscience  by  bewilder- 
ing the  brain.  So  far  as  we  know,  the  first  question 
asked  in  human  history  was  asked  by  the  serpent,  and 
the  form  of  the  mark  of  interrogation  might  seem  to 
be  reminiscent  of  its  ophidian  origin. 
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''A  man  develops  what  seems  to  him  a  fresh  offshoot 
from  the  basal  root  of  Christian  truth  and  forthwith 
goes  about  making  it  the  starting  point  of  a  new  ec- 
clesiastical species,  and  straightway  a  whole  worldful 
of  unbelievers  receive  a  new  dash  of  confusion,  a  new 
shock  of  bewilderment.  There  is  no  more  necessity 
for  such  denominational  divergencies  inside  of  the 
evangelical  church  today  than  there  was  necessity  for 
them  among  the  original  Twelve.  And  the  reason 
why  they  did  not  arise  among  the  Twelve  was  that  the 
Lord  held  them  only  to  the  great  things  of  the  faith, 
to  the  realities  that  were  so  axiomatically  true  to  each 
mind  and  heart  that  no  occasion  for  schism  was  af- 
forded. 

''I  am  not  here  to  give  lessons  on  the  subject  of 
theological  training,  but  to  talk  about  the  permanent- 
ly commanding  principles  of  Christianity,  and  to  say 
that  if  Christianity  is  to  have  the  opportunity  to  exer- 
cise the  permanent  authority  which  is  its  prerogative, 
then  it  is  its  principles,  its  initials,  its  basic  elements, 
that  we  have  got  to  hold  to,  promulgate,  advertise,  and 
not  subordinate  matters  of  detail,  and  thus  to  secure 
to  our  deliverances  that  response  which  may  always  be 
expected  to  come  when  the  heart  is  struck  on  a  soimd 
spot,  and  when  what  is  fundamental  to  the  Christian 
faith  closes  in  Avith  what  is  fundamental  to  the  soul. 

''Now  that  point  requires  to  be  safeguarded,  or  the 
principles  of  Christianity  will  not  be  commanding, 
permanently  or  otherwise.  And  to  a  very  large 
degree  they  are  not  commanding  today.     The  bright 
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light  of  divine  truth  is  shining  through  a  fog  that  has 
been  raised  by  the  multitudinous  ratiocinations  of 
people  who  have  confounded  religion  with  the  philoso- 
phy of  religion,  and  have  put  theories  in  place  of  the 
very  limited  number  of  primary  truths  that  in  their 
transparent  simplicity  suffice  for  the  soul's  life, 
growth  and  fruitfulness.  In  my  judgment  we  have 
relegated  altogether  too  much  of  the  genius  of  Chris- 
tianity to  the  sphere  of  the  intellect,  have  worked 
the  brain  at  the  expense  of  the  heart,  have  put  dielec- 
trics in  the  stead  of  intuitions,  and  have  called  it 
being  a  Christian  to  have  a  completed  outfit  of  ideas, 
a  large  percentage  of  which  have  no  more  direct  rele- 
vancy to  the  soul's  necessities  than  the  nebular  hy- 
pothesis or  the  origin  of  species. 

"All  of  the  heterogeneous  matter  just  adverted  to 
may  be  interesting  and  certainly  is  so ;  indeed,  every- 
thing is  interesting,  and  we  wish  we  knew  everything. 
We  would  dearly  love  to  be  omniscient,  even  for  a 
day.  And  it  is  not  my  thought  in  what  I  am  here 
saying  to  hold  the  intellectual  powers  in  leash,  or  to 
fence  off  the  unexplored  or  imperfectly  explored 
realm  of  divine  truth  and  placard  it,  '  no  admittance. ' 
The  only  effect  of  that  would  be  to  stimulate  people 
to  pull  off  the  placard,  throw  down  the  fence  and  limit 
their  explorations  to  the  forbidden  territory. 

' '  There  is  nothing  we  any  of  us  want  to  do  so  much 
as  the  thing  we  are  told  not  to  do.  And  when  some 
years  ago  a  number  of  my  conservative  brethren  got 
together  in  a  church  near  Twenty-ninth  Street,  and 
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voted  that  it  was  not  best  for  Christians  to  think  too 
much,  the  result,  of  course,  was  an  unprecedented  im- 
pulse given  to  the  working  of  our  gray  matter. 
Doubtless  they  meant  all  right.  Conservatives  always 
mean  right,  even  though  they  do  sometimes  trip  them- 
selves up  over  the  skirts  of  their  own  timidity. 

"i\Iy  only  contention  is  that  while  it  may  not  be 
possible  to  draw  a  hard  and  fast  line  between  such 
truths  as  are  essential  to  the  soul's  well-being  and 
such  truths  as  are  not,  yet  that  comparatively  speak- 
ing, it  takes  but  little  light  to  enable  a  man  to  attend 
to  his  business  perfectly  well,  that  one  sunbeam 
marks  as  straight  a  path  to  the  sun  as  a  whole  bunch 
of  sunbeams,  that  where  it  is  important  that  certain 
truths  should  shape  themselves  definitely  to  the  relig- 
ious mind,  it  is  a  sad  pity  to  have  them  blurred  over 
with  a  mist  of  what  is  only  possible  and  conjectural, 
and  that  one  of  the  fundamental  truths  of  Christian- 
ity practically  adopted  into  the  life  is  worth  more  as 
means  of  salvation  from  sin  and  redemption  into  the 
life  eternal  than  a  curious  inquiry  into,  or  a  tentative 
acceptance  of,  all  the  creeds,  confessions  of  faith  and 
catechisms  that  have  been  wrought  out  by  the  inge- 
nuity or  conceit  of  man  during  the  nineteen  Christian 
centuries. 

"  In  a  word,  that  if  the  fundamentals  of  Christianity 
are  to  be  made  commanding,  and  permanently  so,  they 
must  stand  out  before  the  eye  both  of  believers  and  of 
unbelievers  with  a  degree  of  clefiniteness  that  shall  rid 
them  of  ambiguity  and  save  the  mind  from  confusion. 
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'■•'Now,  no  man,  if  only  he  be  possessed  of  even  ordi- 
nary powers  of  appreciation,  can  fail  to  yield  his  ad- 
miration to  the  intellectual  power,  the  wealthy  expe- 
rience, and  the  tremendous  activity  of  St.  Paul,  but 
there  are  respects  in  which  I  believe  that  the  dogmatic 
intellectuality  of  the  Apostle  is  working,  and  has  al- 
ways worked,  to  the  disadvantage,  and  to  the  embar- 
rassment of  our  holy  faith.  Such  a  statement  is  not 
designed  to  be  an  insinuation  that  he  ever  said  or 
wrote  anything  that  was  not  absolutely  true.  But  the 
trouble  with  the  average  man  is  that  he  would  rather 
think  about  religion  than  to  be  personally  religious; 
would  rather  crack  theological  nuts  than  feed  upon 
the  meat  which  those  nuts  contain.  And  man's  dispo- 
sition being  what  it  is,  St.  Paul 's  writings  tend  to  fos- 
ter that  disposition;  tend  to  make  theologians  rather 
than  Christians,  and  to  yield  to  the  purely  logical  fac- 
ulty of  our  nature  a  role  and  an  authority  more  distin- 
guished than  properly  belongs  to  it. 

"I  told  my  congregation,  a  couple  of  weeks  since, 
that  I  wished  that  at  the  close  of  our  service,  instead 
of  going  home  and  discussing  the  sermon  at  the  dinner 
table  they  would  take  some  one  practical  point  that 
had  been  made  in  the  sermon  and  spend  a  part  of  the 
next  six  days  in  living  by  that  point;  it  is  so  much 
easier  to  think  than  it  is  to  live  and  to  be.  There  is  a 
proud  satisfaction  in  feeling  the  wheels  of  one's  in- 
tellectual machinery  go  round.  And  that  is  one  reason 
why  we  want  to  have  our  theological  students  thor- 
oughly  trained   intellectually,   that   they  may   know 
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enoiigii  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  however  much  of 
that  kind  of  think  it  takes  to  make  a  theologian,  it 
takes  dreadfully  little  of  it  to  make  a  Christian.  St. 
Paul  himself  insisted  on  that  same  fact.  The  strain 
I  am  pursuing  just  here  is  a  very  orthodox  one. 

' '  My  conviction  that  over-doses  of  St.  Paul  are  dele- 
terious does  not  mean  that  I  am  a  heretic.  Boston,  I 
have  been  told,  has  heresy  enough  without  importing 
any.  But  there  are  a  thousand  points  of  inquiry 
that  are  started  by  the  Apostle's  writing,  and  the  hu- 
man heart  is  such  that  it  finds  more  satisfaction  in  fol- 
lowing out  those  lines  of  inquiry^  than  it  does  in  tak- 
ing straight  home  to  itself  such  matter  of  his  as  needs 
no  inquiry,  such  matter  that  without  any  elaboration 
oji  the  reader's  part  is  fitted  to  become  immediately  a 
portion  of  the  soul's  pabulum.  It  is  more  congenial  to 
the  mind  to  lose  itself  in  a  theological  mystery  than  it 
is  to  find  itself  in  a  Christian  axiom. 

' '  A  few  Sundays  ago  I  received  into  my  church  five 
young  girls  upon  confession  of  their  faith,  as  sweet 
spirits  as  one  would  need  to  find  outside  of  Heaven, 
or  in  it,  either.  They  had  simply  grown  up  into  Chris- 
tianhood.  They  had  never  been  converted  any  more 
than  Samuel  was,  and  did  not  need  to  be.  Their  love 
for  Christ  was  warm,  their  faith  in  Him  complete. 
And  that  was  enough.  But  my  theological  schooling 
got  the  better  of  me,  and  I  foolishly  asked  one  of  them 
if  she  was  troubled  with  any  doctrinal  difficulties. 
She  looked  at  me,  her  eyes  growing  bigger  all  the  time, 
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and   said:    'Theological   difficulties?     Why,   what   is 
thatr 

' '  Christianity  had  taken  hold  upon  her  because  only 
those  aspects  of  the  new  faith  had  been  presented  to 
her  that  the  constitution  of  her  own  mind  and  the  na- 
tive impulses  of  her  own  little  heart  could  instinc- 
tively respond  to.  The  air  had  been  kept  beautifully 
clear  and  serene  about  her.  No  dust  of  the  difficult 
and  the  problematic  had  been  cast  into  her  eyes.  The 
subjective  had  been  greeted  by  the  objective,  and  the 
two  blended.  What  is  structural  in  Christianity 
found  itself  reduplicated  in  what  was  structural  in 
her.  She  is  safe.  The  fundamental  principles  are 
going  to  be  permanently  commanding  in  her  life,  and 
when  in  due  course  one  and  another  of  the  lesser  or 
larger  difficulties  of  the  faith  intrude  themselves  upon 
her  regard,  as  they  certainly  will,  then  the  deep  foun- 
dation already  laid  will  be  able  to  stand  the  strain 
that  those  difficulties  Avill  impose  and  being  once 
warmly  rooted  in  the  sweet  soil  of  a  loved  and  ex- 
perienced Christ  she  will  encounter  those  difficulties — 
the  heavier  meat  of  Christian  truth — and  instead  of 
being  strangled  by  that  meat,  will  be  nourished  by  it. 
But  the  air  must  be  kept  clear,  the  sky  blue ;  and  the 
soul,  to  be  safe  and  sure  and  unvacillating,  must 
maintain  a  conscious  life  in  the  presence  and  under 
the  power  of  what  at  each  moment  it  realizes  to  be 
true,  and  experiences  to  be  so  fundamental,  so  inlaid 
with  eternal  actuality  as  to  be  beyond  the  possibility 
of  moral  escape.     The  fundamentals  of  Christianity 
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are  commanding,  and  permanently  so,  to  the  man  who 
has  so  gotten  his  feet  down  close  upon  the  uplift  of 
them  as  to  feel  their  spell  and  their  thrill,  and 
whether  he  has  gotten  hold  of  more  Christian  truth  or 
less  of  it,  is  of  importance  quite  secondary  to  that 
of  being  mastered  by  at  least  some  little  of  it,  and 
having  his  soul  go  out  in  a  huge  'amen'  toward  it. 
Everything  depends  on  starting  our  structure  on  dis- 
tinct bedrock,  and  what  the  soul  itself  recognizes  as 
bedrock. 

"But  leaving  oneside  the  matter  of  theological 
problems,  the  same  principle  obtains  regarding  the 
matter  of  scientific  problems.  A  great  many  of  our 
young  and  thoughtful  people  are  slipping  away  from 
the  control  of  Christian  truth,  some  indeed  seemingly 
beyond  the  possibility  of  recovery,  because  of  the  dis- 
quieting and  confusing  effect  of  thought  and  discus- 
sion along  scientific  lines.  And  the  claim  I  make  is 
that  it  is  the  church  that  is  primarily  to  blame  for  it. 
It  is  very  well  to  talk  about  the  permanently  command- 
ing principles  of  Christianity,  and  theoretically  they 
are  so,  but  whether  they  are  so,  and  are  going  to  be  so, 
as  a  matter  of  fact  depends  upon  whether  those  who 
are  intended  to  be  subject  to  the  sway  of  those  prin- 
ciples are  brought  in  such  relation  to  them  as  to  be 
made  sensible  of  their  authoritativeness. 

''Now,  one  fault  chargeable  to  the  church  in  this 
matter  is  that  with  all  its  thinking  it  has  not  been 
able  to  think  clearly  enough  to  be  able  to  feel  and  to 
teach  that  the  provinces  of  religion  and  science  are 
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absolutely  distinct  from  one  another;  that  science  as 
such  knows  nothing  about  a  God  and  can  know  noth- 
ing about  Him,  and  is  absolutely  unqualified  to  say 
anything  about  Him,  pro  or  contra;  cannot  prove 
there  is  not  a  God,  and  can  no  more  prove  there  is 
one.  It  is  just  as  true  now  as  it  was  before  universi- 
ties were  founded,  that  no  man  by  searching  can  find 
out  God.  An  intelligent  distinction  between  those  two 
fields  of  interest,  the  religious  and  the  scientific,  is  an 
indispensable  qualification  of  any  man  who  in  these 
days  wants  to  preach  Christianity  safely  and  in  a  way 
to  give  its  fundamental  principles  opportunity  to  be 
permanently  commanding. 

•' '  The  foundations  of  religion,  so  far  as  relate  to  in- 
dividual belief  and  individual  life,  are  to  be  foimd 
in  the  primary  and  original  postulates  of  the  human 
soul.  No  man  is  religiously  secure,  except  as  the  con- 
tents of  his  religion  are  carried  do^vn  to  that  deep 
point  in  him  that  is  so  far  below  the  level  of  any  in- 
fluences of  any  kind  that  can  be  borne  in  upon  him 
from  outside,  that  he  stands  absolutely  immune  to  any 
contagion  with  which  the  atmosphere  of  philosophic 
or  scientific  inquiry  or  discovery  may  be  impregnated. 

''It  is  related  af  Horace  Bushnell  that  while  in  col- 
lege he  lost  all  confidence  in  the  Christian  doctrines 
in  which  he  had  been  educated,  and  that  the  only 
belief  that  remained  to  him  was  his  conviction  of  the 
eternal  indestructibility  and  immutability  of  truth; 
and  to  truth,  pure  and  abstract,  but  everlasting,  he 
Imelt  down  and  prayed.     He  dug  do^s^Ti  till  he  found 
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the  solid  spot  in  his  owtl  nature,  and  put  his  knees 
upon  it.  It  was  not  much,  but  it  was  everything. 
That  was  his  salvation.  It  makes  very  little  difference 
how  little  of  that  kind  of  bedrock  a  man  has  in  him, 
if  only  he  builds  upon  it.  The  crucial  matter  consists 
in  starting  one's  religious  thought  and  life  at  so  pro- 
found a  spot  in  the  soul  that  no  quakings  or  disloca- 
tions in  the  superficial  strata  will  be  able  to  work  in- 
terior displacement. 

•'And  it  is  upon  such  basis  as  that,  simple  and 
full  of  irresistible  appeal,  that  the  church  requires  to 
come  before  the  world  and  discharge  its  duty  to  it,  in 
its  social,  civic  and  industrial  relations,  making  its 
fight  or  conducting  its  crusade,  if  you  prefer,  on  the 
triple  foundation  of  the  righteousness  of  God,  the  in- 
iquitousness  of  sin,  and  the  moral  championship  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

"My  experience  would  justify  me  in  saying  that 
there  are  not  five  people  out  of  a  hundred  that  would 
resent  the  application  of  those  three  truths  or  ques- 
tion their  validity.  It  is  not  necessary  to  refine  upon 
either  one  of  the  points ;  refinement  is  fatal.  It  breaks 
the  force  of  the  blow.  It  starts  conundrums  when 
conundrums  are  a  confusion  and  a  menace.  It  gives 
the  thinking  faculty  an  opporttunity  to  come  in  and 
blur  the  situation,  prejudice  an  opportunity  to  come 
in  and  distort  the  situation.  The  stronger  a  thing  is 
inherently  the  more  it  is  weakened  by  being  but- 
tressed. 

"People  have  a  sense  of  God  till  they  are  asked 
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what  they  mean  by  it,  and  when  they  find  they  can 
not  say,  as  of  course  they  can  not,  then  they  be^n  to 
distrust  their  sense  of  Him.  Incisive  thinking  about 
some  things  clarifies  them;  incisive  thinking  about 
some  other  things  obfuscates  them.  The  axiomatic 
conviction  of  God  is  worth  more  as  a  persuasive  than 
all  the  dielectric  demonstration  of  Him  ever  invented. 

"There  is  no  conclusion  that  begins  to  be  so  con- 
clusive as  an  intuition.  To  treat  an  axiom  as  a  'quod 
erat  demenstrandiim^  is  to  destroy  the  basis  of  all 
knowledge.  As  a  means  of  misleading  the  mind  the 
next  worse  thing  to  lying  about  it  is  to  say  too  many 
things  about  it  that  are  true.  Candles,  no  matter 
how  brilliantly  lighted,  tend  to  eclipse  the  sun  by 
making  black  spots  upon  it.  Apologetics  half  give 
away  the  game.  When  you  touch  a  strained  cord  it 
sings.  You  may  not  know  why,  but  it  sings.  The  word 
'God'  stands  for  something  that  a  man  has  in  his 
soul.  No  matter  how  it  got  in,  it  is  there,  and  you 
always  have  the  doubter  at  an  advantage  when  you 
touch  him  at  the  point  in  him  where  the  religious 
nerve  lies,  if  you  can  find  it.    It  is  there. 

"Sin  is  another  of  the  soul's  postulates.  Every- 
body knows  what  is  meant  by  it.  If  he  does  not  know 
what  is  meant  by  it  he  feels  what  is  meant  by  it,  and 
that  is  still  better.  How  the  moral  sense  came  to  be, 
does  not  affect  its  appreciated  authoritativeness  any 
more  than  the  trustworthiness  of  ocular  vision  de- 
pends upon  understanding  how  the  eye  is  formed  in 
the  womb  of  her  that  is  with  child.    However  rapidly 
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the  magistracy  of  the  moral  sense  may  be  philosoph- 
ically erased,  so  fast  the  conscience,  if  unanaesthe- 
tized,  will  place  it  back  again. 

"The  third  mentioned  of  the  commanding  perma- 
nences is  the  moral  championship  of  Jesus  Christ. 
There  is  no  place  where  definitions  are  so  destructive 
as  exactly  here.  'No  man  knoweth  the  Son  but  the 
Father. '  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  as  completely  aside 
from  the  mark  to  try  to  reduce  Jesus  Christ  to  forms 
of  thought  as  to  attempt  to  photograph  the  Holy 
Spirit.  He  is  the  light  of  the  world,  and  that  suffices. 
Light,  even  in  the  material  sphere,  does  not  exist  for 
the  purpose  of  being  seen,  but  for  the  purpose  of  ren- 
dering visible  the  things  that  stand  in  the  light. 
Preaching  Christ  has  for  its  proper  object  to  draw 
people  within  reach  of  the  divine  sunshine;  not  for 
the  purpose  of  analyzing  its  beams,  but  that  people 
may  stand  where  it  is  bright  and  warm.  When  we 
are  cold  we  do  not  care  to  study  optics,  but  would  like 
to  find  a  place  where  there  is  not  so  much  frost  in  the 
air.  A  Christ  exhibited  historically  appeals  to  men; 
discussed  dog-matically  does  not  appeal  to  them.  Our 
halls  are  filled  with  men  who  will  not  come  into  the 
churches,  but  who  believe  without  resentment  or  ques- 
tion in  the  man  of  the  Gospel  who  healed  the  sick  and 
tried  to  make  men  happier  and  better. 

''A  little  time  ago  I  spent  an  interesting  hour  with 
a  Jew,  the  son  of  a  rabbi.  He  was  not  quite  prepared 
to  say  that  Christ  was  the  fulfillment  of  ancient 
prophecy,  but  he  admitted  that  no  intelligent  man 
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who  believed  in  God,  could  look  about  him  and  take 
the  measure  of  what  had  come  into  history,  into  hu- 
man hearts,  and  into  national  character  and  interna- 
tional relations  the  last  nineteen  hundred  years  and 
not  confess  that  Christ  was  at  any  rate  a  man  entirely 
apart  from  other  men,  and  that  God  had  entered  into 
the  world  through  Him  in  a  way  in  which  He  had  not 
entered  through  any  other  medium  of  any  kind.  ]\Iy 
friend  called  himself  a  Jew.  I  called  him  a  Christian. 
He  had  in  his  soul  a  constitutional  craving  for  an  in- 
dividual Savior,  and  for  a  world  Savior,  and  Jesus 
Christ  met  that  craving,  and  in  his  own  peculiar 
way  he  cordially  yielded  his  'Amen'  to  the  Gospel. 

"And  now  because  such  truths  as  I  have  specified, 
and  there  are  others  perhaps,  create  a  reverberation 
in  the  common  heart  of  man,  touch  him  in  a  native 
spot  that  instinctively  responds,  assert  themselves 
there  when  pushed  directly  home,  unencumbered  by 
matter  that  is  confusing  and  problematic,  one  has 
ground  for  the  absolutely  unworried  conviction  that 
however  many  things  may  be  eventually  sifted  out  of 
the  faith  of  Christendom,  the  Gospel  in  its  funda- 
mentals is  here  to  stay,  at  least  as  long  as  man  stays ; 
and  that  the  spot  in  the  hiunan  soul  in  which  the  de- 
termining principles  of  our  holy  faith  awaken  their 
echoes  are  too  deep  to  be  reached  and  interfered  with 
by  anything  that  philosophy  can  invent  or  science  dis- 
cover. We  can  throw  away  the  Bible,  but,  even  so, 
the  profound  moral  instincts  of  men  would  soon  con- 
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struct   another   to   replace   it,    and  which  would  be 
composed  along  very  much  the  same  old  lines. 

' '  And  now  in  fine  :  It  is  when  panoplied  with  such 
equipment  that  we  are  to  move  forth,  as  this  honored 
Church  has  in  times  past  moved  forth,  in  our  service 
of  bringing  God  to  the  world  and  the  world  to  God, 
crowding  out  sin  by  the  expulsive  power  of  the  eter- 
nal righteousness,  and  drawing  men  under  the  sweet 
and  saving  sovereignty  of  our  divine  Champion. 
There  is  nothing  to  argue  about.  The  heavens  are 
blue  enough  without  being  washed  with  indigo. 
There  is  a  certain  attitude  of  magistracy  which  it  is 
the  prerogative  of  the  church  to  assume,  a  preroga- 
tive which  in  mistaken  modesty,  not  to  say  in  mistak- 
en timidity,  it  has  been  all  too  ready  to  resign.  Of 
course  it  can  exercise  no  magistracy  either  over  the 
thoughts  or  the  lives  of  people  to  the  extent  that  it 
stands  upon  ground  that  is  either  intellectually  or 
morally  debatable;  but  when  the  ground  that  it  is 
upon  is  one  where  it  can  season  its  appeal  with  a 
*Thus  saith  the  Lord,'  like  Elijah  when  standing  in 
the  face  of  Ahab  and  his  reprobate  kingdom,  then 
the  church  and  the  clergy — which  are  in  a  way  the 
appointed  mouthpiece  of  the  church — are  recreant  to 
their  most  solemn  obligation  and  most  magnificent  op- 
portiuiity  when  they  suffer  their  address  to  be  tainted 
with  the  least  flavor  of  hesitancy,  uncertainty  or  com- 
promise. 

"It  is  in  the  nature  of  these  principles  which  I 
have  been  specifying  to  be  commanding,  to  work  im- 
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perially  upon  social  and  political  conditions,  oper- 
ating to  the  purification  of  society  and  to  the  ennoble- 
ment of  civic  character  and  political  life  and  activity. 
And  it  is  a  responsibility  that  rests  upon  us  as  Chris- 
tians to  bring,  by  our  own  word  and  life,  those  prin- 
ciples so  close  to  the  world's  surrounding  conditions 
that  social  and  political  results  of  betterment  shall 
accrue.  You  are  now  in  the  midst  of  a  great  revival. 
Whether  this  is  a  man-made  or  a  God-made  revival 
will  have  to  be  determined  not  simply  by  the  number 
who  ask  for  prayers  or  by  the  number  even  who  are 
listed  in  the  rolls  of  your  churches. 

''The  final  purpose  of  Christianity  is  realized  only 
in  a  perfected  condition  of  society  and  of  state.  And 
any  individual  piety  that  has  the  spirit  and  power  of 
God  in  it,  will  certainly  tell  on  public  conditions. 
The  proof  of  the  divineness  of  this  revival  is  to  be 
sought  not  so  much  in  your  enlarged  church-life  as  in 
an  improved  Boston.  There  is  no  fault  to  be  found 
with  the  principles.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  God 
is  God,  that  sin  is  sin,  and  that  Christ  is  here  to  save 
the  world,  but  any  salvation  of  individuals  here  in 
the  city  that  does  not  contribute  an  increment  of  sal- 
vation to  the  city  itself  is  a  bogus  salvation. 

''In  the  time  of  Elijah  there  were  seven  thousand 
that  had  never  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,  but  Elijah 
had  never  heard  of  them,  Ahab  had  never  heard  of 
them,  nobody  had  ever  heard  of  them.  Their  prin- 
ciples were  all  right,  and  permanent,  but  they  were 
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not  commaiiding ;  they  were  not  gotten  out  into  posi- 
tion and  trained  on  existing  conditions. 

"That,  then,  is  the  kind  of  revival  that  is  required. 
I  trust  that  that  is  the  kind  of  revival  that  Boston  is 
passing  through,  or  rather  that  is  passing  through 
Boston.  It  is  the  kind  that  New  York  needs,  and 
Chicago,  and  St.  Louis,  and  Philadelphia,  all  those 
large  towns  where  there  is  a  twofold  congestion,  a 
congestion  of  saints  and  a  congestion  of  sinners — a 
vast  amount  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity but  that  fail  to  get  a  grip  upon  the  town  and 
to  bite  into  the  situation — divine  dynamite  that  is  de- 
posited in  men's  hearts,  but  that  remains  there  un- 
discharged. 

"But  I  have  spoken  longer  than  I  intended.  It  is 
the  fault  of  Dr.  Conrad,  who  gave  me  so  large  a  topic. 
These  are  great  days,  full  of  vitality,  immense  with 
opportunity.  May  Park  Street  Church  go  on  for  an- 
other hundred  years,  a  whole  millennium ;  yes,  and  to 
the  millennium,  founding  upon  its  splendid  past,  and 
building  always  higher  and  wider  as  the  centuries 
speed  on. 


A  SHORT  HISTORY  OF  PARK  STREET 
MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 


/||\N  TUESDAY  afternoon  a  meeting  was  held  in 
v!l/  the  interests  of  the  various  departments  of 
women's  work  in  Park  Street  Church.  Miss  Isabella 
B.  Pratt,  President  of  the  Park  Street  Auxiliary  to 
the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  presided. 
Mrs.  Frederick  A.  Allen,  President  of  the  Park 
Street  Benevolent  Homeland  Circle,  and  Mrs.  A.  Z. 
Conrad,  President  of  the  Young  Woman's  Missionary 
Guild,  were  present  and  participated. 

An  historical  sketch  of  the  women's  work  in  Park 
Street  Church  was  read  by  Miss  Isabella  Pratt,  follow- 
ing which  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Daniels  and  Mrs.  Cornelius 
H.  Patton  beautifully  and  forcefully  surveyed  the 
great  work  of  women  in  the  extension  of  Christ's 
kingdom  in  our  own  and  other  lands.  These  addresses 
were  both  rich  in  information  and  filled  with  fruitful 
suggestions  as  to  the  future  possibilities  of  women's 
work.    Following  is  Miss  Pratt's  historical  paper: 

' '  It  has  been  said,  '  There  is  nothing  new  under  the 
sun,'  yet  the  historian  of  this  afternoon  finds  herself 
at  a  meeting  during  this  one  hundredth  anniversary 
with  the  first  account  of  what  has  been  done  by  the 
modest  daughters  of  Park  Street  Church,  through  all 
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the  long  century  of  years,  and  feels  as  if  she  had 
added  to  her  other  occupations  that  of  mining  and 
bringing  to  light  whatever  nuggets  of  gold  were  hid- 
den in  the  meager  accounts  given  by  our  forefathers. 
"In  a  very  condensed  sketch  of  the  history  of  the 
Park  Street  Church,  written  in  1859,  we  find  the  sen- 
tence :  '  For  nearly  fifty  years  there  has  existed  a  so- 
ciety of  ladies  to  assist  in  clothing  indigent,  pious 
young  men,  while  pursuing  their  studies  for  the  min- 
istry.' (In  another  place  we  read  the  names  'An- 
dover'  and  'Oberlin.')  'The  value  of  these  contribu- 
tions forms  an  aggregate  of  $10,000. ' 

''Surely,  a  world  of  history  may  be,  must  be,  in- 
closed in  this  brief  summing  up  of  nearly  fifty  years' 
work.  Nothing  appears  to  have  rivaled  the  Andover 
students  until,  just  before  the  close  of  these  fifty 
years,  in  the  first  record  we  have  of  the  'Park  Street 
Benevolent  Sewing  Circle,'  at  its  annual  meeting  in 
1850,  it  reported  '  seventy-five  members,  and  a  balance 
of  $16.76  from  the  previous  year.'  The  report  goes 
on  to  say:  'Although  we  do  not  now  give  instances 
where  dreary  and  distressed  homes  have  been  cheered, 
all  Imow  that  such  are  not  only  remembered,  but  re- 
corded more  lastingly  than  they  could  be  here.' 
Surely — 

"  'Tis  woman's  to  bind  up  the  broken  heart. 
And  soften  the  bending  spirit's  smart, 
And  to  light,  in  this  world  of  sin  and  pain 
The  lamp  of  love,  and  joy  again." 

"And  so  our  grandmothers  did  their  womanly  and 
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motherly  duty,  and  passed  on,  but  tlie  'Park  Street 
Benevolent  Sewing  Circle,'  which  stood  for  so  much 
we  can  never  know,  is  still  with  us,  and  like  the 
threads  in  the  seamless  garment,  has  woven  itself  into 
the  whole  history  of  our  Church  and  city. 

"Into  this  Circle  and  out  from  it  have  come  and 
gone  a  dozen  or  more  smaller  branches  and  circles, 
formed  for  special  needs,  and  dissolved  when  the  ur- 
gency passed ;  but  the  Mother  Circle  has  quietly  kept 
on  her  steady  course  of  ministering  to  the  needy,  who 
have  called  to  her  for  aid  and  relief.  Park  Street  is 
fortunate  in  having  still  among  her  'oldest  members' 
several  who  can  distinctly  remember  our  mothers,  re- 
call our  grandmothers  and  very  faintly,  our  great- 
grandmothers  of  'ye  olden  time,'  and  so  we  hear  of  a 
'Juvenile  Society,'  who  gave  90  cents  to  the  'Mother 
Circle'  in  1853,  for  some  service  rendered  during  the 
year.  In  1855  two  of  the  young  ladies  of  the  Church, 
Miss  Sylvia  Dana  and  Miss  Lizzie  Gilbert,  were  ac- 
tively starting  a  mission  school  in  Haymarket  Place, 
whose  children  were  in  great  need  of  comfortable 
clothing.  To  supply  this  want  a  'Young  People's 
Sewing  Circle'  was  formed,  and  the  garments  were 
carried  to  the  pupils  by  the  young  ladies  themselves, 
as  they  went  from  house  to  house,  inviting  the  schol- 
ars, or  calling  for  them  Sunday  mornings,  in  accord- 
ance with  their  parents'  request.  The  school  grew 
rapidly,  and  soon  numbered  200  pupils.  It  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Erastus  Smith,  as  superintend- 
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ent,  and  continued  fifteen  years,  and  we  presume  the 
'Young  People's  Circle'  was  never  out  of  work. 

"The  bond  between  the  two  circles  was  very  close, 
for  we  read  that  every  other  meeting  of  both  societies 
was  held  at  the  same  time  in  the  old  vestry,  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  Church,  one  at  the  front  end 
and  the  other  at  the  back,  but  mingling  together  at  the 
close  of  the  evening  and  having  merry  times,  packing 
baskets  with  work  to  be  done  at  the  next  meetings 
which  were  held  at  the  home  of  some  member  of  the 
Circle,  and  the  carrying  of  the  baskets  was  a  much 
sought  for  honor  among  the  young  men,  the  burning 
question  being  whether  they  should  be  carried  in  the 
daytime  or  after  dark.  The  gatherings  at  the  homes 
included  one  every  year  at  the  'home  of  the  pastor,' 
and  often  numbered  over  one  hundred. 

"In  1853  came  the  first  city  missionary  to  our 
Church  to  help  in  the  distribution  of  our  gifts  to  the 
city's  poor,  and  she  remained  with  us  eleven  years. 
Here  comes  the  furnishing  of  a  Park  Street  room  at 
the  'Sailors'  Home.'  Twice  again  this  is  reported 
later,  but  now  an  ingrain  carpet  is  purchased  and 
made  at  one  of  the  circles,  and  one  can  but  wonder 
how  it  was  managed ! 

"The  years  1857-8  came  slowly  into  view,  with  the 
great  financial  panic  and  its  needs,  even  among  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  itself,  and  the  ladies  pull  them- 
selves together  to  meet  this  demand  upon  their  re- 
sources, and  we  find  them  faithful  to  that,  and  equally 
energ-etic  in  furnishino:  a  table  at  the  first  fair  for  the 
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'Young  Men's  Christian  Association,'  which  fair 
proved  such  an  attraction  as  to  temporarily  interfere 
with  the  regular  attendance  at  the  Circle. 

"Then  in  1860  comes  the  first  sewing  for  the  sol- 
diers of  the  Civil  War.  Who  of  us  that  can  remember 
can  think  of  those  days  of  excitement  without  a  throb 
of  the  heart  or  a  tear  in  the  eye  ?  There  was  no  '  Red 
Cross  Society'  then;  no  hospitals,  equipped  as  now, 
with  all  scientific  appliance  for  sick  or  wounded,  but 
when  the  news  of  battles  fought  and  the  cry:  'We're 
Coming,  Father  Abraham,  300,000  More,'  rang 
through  this  land.  Park  Street  ladies  were  not  one 
whit  behind  their  sisters,  but  turned  the  first  sewing 
circle  of  1861  into  a  tea  party,  to  provide  funds  for 
the  new  branch,  'The  Soldiers'  Circle.'  The  vestry 
was  tastefully  decorated  and  was  filled  to  overflowing, 
tables  were  spread  in  the  committee  room.  Music  was 
furnished  by  the  choir ;  candy  and  oranges  were  sold 
by  little  boys ;  the  ice  cream  establishment  in  one  cor- 
ner was  extensively  patronized,  and  $125  was  the  re- 
sult. 

"Still  later,  this  branch,  an  offshoot  from  the  'Be- 
nevolent Circle,'  began  work  for  the  'Christian  Com- 
mission,' which  also  had  a  fair  at  which  our  ladies 
were  active,  and  desiring  that  somewhere  in  the  rec- 
ords of  Park  Stret  Church  there  shall  be  found 
proof  of  the  loyalty  of  her  daughters  in  the  time  of 
our  country's  peril,  we  append  to  this  report  a  state- 
ment of  the  work  done. 

"At  least  400  flannel  shirts  were  made,  and  an  un- 
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known  number  of  socks  were  knit,  a  few  succeeding 
in  knitting  a  pair  a  day.  ]\Iany  packages  of  linen,  cot- 
ton and  delicacies  for  the  sick  were  added,  and  in  con- 
sideration of  the  high  prices,  the  'annual  tax'  from 
the  members  was  raised  to  $1  from  50  cents,  and  gath- 
erings were  held  from  3  o'clock  until  10  p.  m.  That 
more  work  might  be  accomplished,  the  two  Circles 
worked  together. 

' '  This  branch  still  continued  for  a  year  as  the  '  Cir- 
cle for  the  Freedmen,'  and  we  find  it  raised  $248.26, 
and  sent  598  articles  to  Petersburg,  Va.  At  its  last 
meeting,  April  19,  1861,  it  was  mentioned  that  the 
'fishing  fleet'  would  sail,  and  take  with  it  supplies  for 
a  year  for  the  missionary's  family  there  (Mr.  Car- 
penter), and  one  or  two  ladies,  expressing  their  in- 
tention of  preparing  a  box,  others  claimed  the  privi- 
lege, and  the  following  supplies  were  collected:  Con- 
densed milk,  crackers,  corn  starch,  farina,  coffee,  co- 
coa shells,  tea,  sugar,  maizena,  preserved  blueberries, 
dried  peaches,  plums,  saleratus,  ginger  and  spices, 
canned  tomatoes,  corn,  boxes  of  figs  and  candies,  bal- 
morals,  surtouts,  flannel  and  blankets,  ten  pairs  of 
stockings,  books  and  papers,  and  a  small  box  that  it 
was  sent  in. 

"Was  not  this  a  generous  gift,  after  the  absorbing 
work  that  had  been  done  for  the  soldiers  also?  This 
branch,  having  closed  its  work  for  our  country,  the 
'Poor  Mothers'  Sewing  Circle'  was  formed  in  connec- 
tion with  our  mission  school,  now  at  the  corner  of  El- 
liott and  Tremont  Streets.    Its  president,  officers  and 
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managers  furnished  materials,  and  met  twice  a  month 
to  teach  the  mothers  to  cut,  sew  and  make  garments 
for  themselves  and  families,  which  they  were  allowed 
to  purchase  at  a  nominal  price  for  the  materials.  As 
many  as  fifty-one  were  accustomed  to  gather  on  these 
occasions,  and  after  the  work  was  laid  aside,  reading 
and  singing  followed,  and  a  prayer  was  made  by  some 
of  our  ladies,  and  the  home-going  was  generally  re- 
gretted. The  year's  work  closed  with  a  tea-drinking, 
which  was  well  attended  and  much  enjoyed.  After 
eleven  years  this  branch  closed  to  give  the  building  to 
the  'Young  ^Men's  Christian  Association.'  From  this 
Circle,  one  of  our  ladies,  Mrs.  Edwin  Lamson,  re- 
signed in  1866,  that  she  might  give  her  time  to  the 
newly  formed  'Young  Woman's  Christian  Associa- 
tion,' of  which  she  was  one  of  the  founders,  and  the 
first  meeting  for  prayer  for  the  new  work  was  at  the 
home  of  one  of  our  Park  Street  ladies,  Mrs.  Giles 
Pease.  As  this  was  the  first  association  for  yoimg 
women  in  our  land,  we  should  be  grateful  for  the 
share  Park  Street  had  in  it. 

"In  this  year,  also,  came  our  first  work  for  foreign 
missions.  A  loud  call  for  help  from  Crete  brought 
fifty  ladies  to  two  special  meetings,  and  seventy-five 
garments  were  quickly  finished  and  forwarded  to  that 
persecuted  people. 

"In  1869  Park  Street  sent  its  first  boxes  to  the  home 
missionaries  from  its  two  Circles,  each  helping  the 
other,  and  ever  since  this  has  been  the  first  regular 
work  of  the  season. 


148  PARK  STREET  CHURCH  CENTENNIAL 

"More  than  fifty  boxes,  and  many  smaller  bundles, 
has  been  the  record  of  the  various  Circles,  and  letters 
of  thanks  from  the  recipients  would  make  a  good- 
sized  volume.  Many  of  the  families  are  still  among 
the  correspondents  of  one  of  our  ladies,  and  their 
joys  and  their  sorrows,  successes  and  failures,  mar- 
riages and  work  along  the  'frontiers,'  which  we  fol- 
lowed from  Iowa  west  to  the  state  of  Washington, 
would  make  your  heart  glow  again  at  what  our  Church 
has  done.  Has  done  ?  No,  is  doing.  For  we  are  again 
beginning  a  century  of  the  Lord's  work. 

* '  In  the  years  1871-1872  came  the  disastrous  fires  of 
Chicago  and  Boston.  The  greatness  of  the  demand 
for  assistance,  even  from  fathers,  husbands  and  broth- 
ers, many  of  whom  lost  their  all,  besides  other  suffer- 
ers from  the  calamity,  was  well-nigh  overwhelming, 
but  before  them  they  saw,  by  faith,  a  Savior  awaiting 
them,  and  while  the  promises  lasted,  they  would  strive 
for  the  rewarding  word,  'Inasmuch  as  you  have  done 
it  unto  the  least  of  these,  you  have  done  it  unto  me.' 

''We  find  the  Circle  in  1873  again  busying  itself  in 
May  with  a  fair.  The  'Bazaar  of  All  Nations'  for  the 
benefit  of  the  'Young  Men's  Christian  Association' 
was  an  affair  which  interested  all  Boston  in  foreign 
nations  as  never  before.  It  lasted  three  weeks  and  as- 
sisted the  association  in  locating  on  Tremont  Street. 
Again,  in  December,  at  a  fair  for  the  'Young  Wo- 
men's Christian  Association,'  which  was  building  a 
home  on  Warrenton  Street,  Boston. 

"In  1875  the  'Young  People's  Society'  united  with 
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the  'Benevolent,'  only  to  be  started  again  after  the 
formation  of  the  'Christian  Endeavor'  movement. 

''In  this  year,  also,  the  ladies  of  the  Circle  became 
much  interested  in  the  newly  formed  '  Woman 's  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions,'  and  an  auxiliary  was  formed 
in  February,  but  was  reorganized  in  1878.  In  1879, 
our  city  mission  work  became  located  in  the  North 
End,  and  a  sewing  school  was  formed  for  the  children. 
A  chapel  was  opened  on  Cross  Street,  and  a  large 
work  was  carried  on,  calling  for  whatever  was  needed 
in  the  way  of  clothing  upon  the  ladies  of  the  Circle. 

"This  was  later  moved  to  Hanover  Street,  and 
given  up  when  'Seamen's  Friend  Society'  took  the 
building.  Here  we  would  gladly  give  a  tribute  to  the 
beautiful  Christian  devotion  of  the  many  city  mis- 
sionaries, who  have  been  connected  with  our  Church. 
Three  of  them  were  with  us  from  eleven  to  seventeen 
years,  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  think  of  them  as  they 
untiringly  went  in  and  out  on  their  i\Iaster's  work, 
and  no  meeting  of  our  Circle  has  ever  been,  or  is,  com- 
plete without  their  presence,  and  they  will  long  be  re- 
membered. 

"After  the  forming  of  the  'Christian  Endeavor  So- 
ciety,' and  the  'New  West  Education  Commission,* 
calls  for  boxes  and  sewing  for  various  schools  and  col- 
leges became  so  great  the  'Young  People's  Society' 
was  organized  into  a  'Homeland  Circle,'  about  1884, 
and  we  are  sure  there  are  but  a  few  places  found 
under  these  societies  in  the  Southwest  that  have  had 
no  o^ift  from  Park  Street. 
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"We  are  sorry  to  have  mislaid  the  records  of  this 
Society,  for  in  its  short  life  it  accomplished  much 
work.  In  1889,  however,  it  seemed  best  to  unite  with 
the  older  Circle,  which  has  since  been  known  as  the 
^Park  Street  Benevolent  Homeland  Circle,'  with  two 
treasurers,  thus  keeping  a  'Homeland'  department, 
and  becoming  an  auxiliary  to  the  'Woman's  Home 
Missionary  Society.'  Thus  the  old  Society  received 
new  life,  and  its  heart  and  hands  are  busy  for  any  and 
every  legitimate  call. 

"We  must  not  forget,  in  this  long  history,  to  tell  of 
the  'Sisters'  Society,'  begun  so  quietly  in  1878,  for 
work  in  the  foreign  lands.  It  had  been  the  custom  for 
many  years  to  go  about  among  the  ladies  and  gather 
generous  sums  for  the  great  '  American  Board, '  but  in 
1878,  with  Mrs.  George  W.  Coburn  for  President,  her- 
self a  director  of  the  'Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions,' our  auxiliary  was  formed. 

"We  appropriated,  as  our  own,  a  representative  in 
foreign  lands.  First,  Miss  Davis  in  Japan,  and  for  the 
last  fifteen  years  Miss  Nugent  in  India,  and  to  their 
support  all  our  contributions  have  been  given.  We 
followed  them  with  prayers  and  gifts  through  dark 
days  of  suffering,  sickness,  famine  and  plague  and 
final  success.  Our  second  President,  Mrs.  Schneider, 
was  one  who  lived  for  years  in  those  lands  of  trial  and 
persecution,  and  we  count  it  a  privilege  to  have  heard 
her  and  to  have  seen  her  glowing  face,  as  she  told,  not 
so  much  of  her  suffering,  as  of  what  it  all  amounted 
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to — the  glory  of  God !  But  our  pride  and  love  is  with 
the  'Young  Women's  Missionary  Guild.' 

•'About  1888  Miss  Theodora  Crosby,  in  one  of  our 
Sabbath  School  classes,  went  to  the  Micronesian 
Islands  as  missionary.  Her  classmates  began  to  sup- 
port a  scholar  in  the  schools  of  this  land,  a  'Junior 
Auxiliary'  was  founded  later,  with  Mrs.  D.  C.  Bremer 
as  President.  A  member  from  each  class  of  young  la- 
dies constituted  a  committee  to  secure  new  members. 
The  meetings  were  held  four  times  a  year,  with  occa- 
sionally a  sale  of  fancy  articles  to  raise  extra  funds. 
"With  changes  of  president  and  officers,  it  has  con- 
tinued in  active  existence,  twice  having  entertained 
the  'Junior  Auxiliary'  of  the  'Suffolk  Branch'  at 
their  annual  meeting. 

"It  has  been  represented  not  alone  in  Micronesia, 
but  in  India,  by  some  of  its  members,  to  whom  boxes 
have  been  forwarded,  as  well  as  one  to  Adalazar,  Tur- 
key. Under  the  present  leader  they  have  doubled 
their  membership,  and  each  member  is  expected  to 
pay  5  cents  a  week  during  the  year,  and  though  they 
have  never  taken  a  special  missionary,  they  have  sup- 
ported a  Bible  reader  in  India  and  a  scholarship  in 
Ahmadnagar  and  money  has  been  given  to  China, 
India,  Ceylon,  Japan,  Africa  and  Turkey. 

"The  gifts  of  these  last  fifty  years  it  is  impossible 
to  estimate — so  much  of  love  and  time  and  strength 
have  been  put  into  them.  At  times  they  seem  to  have 
been  too  great  to  even  mention,  and  there  has  been  a 
blank  where  we  looked  for  a  large  estimate.    We  are 


152  PARK  STREET  CHURCH  CENTENNIAL 

sure  we  have  doubled  the  amount  given  the  first  fifty 
years,  and  we  feel  sure  we  have  held  to  an  ideal  of 
which  we  are  not  ashamed. ' ' 


Rev.  David  Gregg,  D.D. 


U  B  L  1  0 


PARK  STREET  INITIATIVE 
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A  MESSAGE  OF  CONGRATULATIONS 

..  UESDAY  evening,  at  7  :45  o'clock,  a  distinguished 
1/  company  of  people  collected  in  the  auditorium  of 
Park  Street  Church  to  listen  to  addresses  from  men 
who  were  representing  Societies  which  originated 
either  in  Park  Street  Church,  or  with  its  members. 
It  was  indicative  of  the  large  initiative  which  has 
been  taken  in  various  organizations  and  reform  move- 
ments during  its  history.  A  comparative  few  of 
them  were  represented  in  the  evening's  addresses. 
One  of  the  interesting  features  of  the  evening  was 
'cello  solos  by  Mr.  Leon  Van  Vliet  upon  the  identical 
instriunent  used  one  hundred  years  ago  at  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  Church.  Rev.  Dr.  Gregg,  being  unable  to 
be  present,  sent  his  address,  "A  Message  of  Congratu- 
lations," by  his  former  associate  in  the  Lafayette 
Presbyterian  church  of  Brookljni,  the  Rev.  Dr.  R.  G. 
Lunn,  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  whose  striking  person- 
ality, clear  enunciation  and  intelligent  emphasis, 
added  to  the  natural  interest  of  the  address.  Dr. 
Gregg's  address  follows: 

It  is  my  regret  that  in  the  celebration  of  the  cen- 
tenarj^  of  Park  Street  Church  I  can  only  have  a  pen- 
presence.    A  pesonal  presence  would  be  my  greatest 
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delight.  If  anything  could  bring  me  to  Boston  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  my  dear  brethren,  it  would  be  your 
urgent  and  loving  invitation.  In  a  threefold  and 
burning  form  it  has  come  to  me.  Let  me  briefly  quote 
from  the  invitation  itself.  A  member  of  the  Financial 
Committee,  one  of  Boston's  commercial  princes, 
writes:  "I  know  you  will  desire  a  part  in  this  re- 
union ;  and  I  hope  that  you  may  be  able  to  be  with  us 
during  the  whole  week  of  festivities.  The  part  you 
may  take  will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  our  people, 
not  a  few  of  whom,  like  myself,  were  first  drawn  to 
the  old  Church  through  your  personal  ministrations. 
I  look  back  to  the  time  when  I  first  came  to  Boston 
twenty  years  ago  and  had  to  take  a  seat  on  the  pulpit 
stairs  to  hear  you  preach." 

A  member  of  the  Committee  in  Charge  writes: 
' '  The  Committee  in  Charge  of  the  coming  reunion  and 
banquet  will  undoubtedly  be  helped  in  securing  the 
sort  of  attendance  that  it, desires,  if  it  is  generally 
known  that  you  are  to  be  present.  The  memory  of 
your  pastorate  is  delightful. ' ' 

The  beloved  pastor,  the  chief  of  all,  writes :  ' '  There 
is  no  man  in  America  whom  the  whole  of  Park  Street 
Church  would  be  so  delighted  in  having  present  as 
yourself ;  and  this  is  pre-eminently  true  of  the  present 
pastor.    I  do  wish  you  might  be  here. ' ' 

These  kind  and  brotherly  words  harmonize  com- 
pletely with  the  farewell  words  which  Park  Street 
Church  addressed  to  me  eighteen  years  ago,  and  which 


PARK  STREET  CHURCH  CENTENNIAL  155 

the  Church  had  engraved  and  beautifully  framed; 
and  which  have  been  hanging  ever  since  on  the  walls 
of  my  study.  To  use  the  language  of  the  old  Hebrew 
proverb  these  words  are  to  the  eyes  of  my  soul  "Like 
apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  silver. ' '  The  loving  fare- 
well and  the  loving  invitation,  hyphenated  by  eighteen 
years  of  absence,  are  of  one  and  the  same  spirit. 

Brethren,  I  would  be  with  you  if  I  could.  In  my 
reach  after  health  I  am  so  nearly  normal  again  that 
prudence  and  experience  issue  this  dictum:  "Run  no 
risk.  Stay  in  the  Sunny  South.  Join  the  centenary 
celebration  in  Boston  by  your  pen-presence.  In  this 
way  claim  the  order  of  identifying  yourself  once  more 
with  dear  old  Park  Street  Church,  the  church  of  your 
heart." 

In  the  first  place  I  congratulate  the  Park  Street 

Church  upon — 

1.     Its  Illustrious  Cradle-Mates. 

It  has  had  a  gem  of  a  cradle,  and  it  has  had  glorious 
cradle-mates.  What  was  its  cradle?  The  Nineteenth 
century,  the  jewel  of  all  the  centuries.  Who  were  its 
cradle-mates?  The  great  men,  and  the  great  meas- 
ures, and  the  great  songs,  and  the  great  causes,  and 
the  great  principles,  and  the  great  institutions, 
created  by  the  Nineteenth  century  and  creative  of  the 
Nineteenth  century. 

I  use  the  two  terms  advisedly — created  and  creative 
— for  not  only  do  we  make  the  age  in  which  we  live, 
the  age  in  which  we  live  makes  us.    Do  we  build  our- 
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selves  into  our  age?  Our  age  builds  itself  into  us. 
We  enter  into  the  lives  of  others,  and  others  enter  into 
our  lives.  There  is  always  action  and  re-action  in  the 
world  of  mankind.  All  things  go  to  make  up  atmos- 
phere, and  atmosphere  makes  us.  Two  forces  tell  in 
our  making — heredity  and  environment — and  envi- 
ronment is  not  the  less  powerful  and  effective.  It  can 
modify  or  intensify  heredity.  It  is  therefore  import- 
ant to  ask  these  questions  relative  to  the  Park  Street 
Church:  ''/^  is  contemporary  with  wliatf"  ''It  was 
allied  with  what?"  "^yho  were  its  hosom  friends  f 
One  of  the  great  assets  of  Park  Street  Church  was 
the  Nineteenth  century  in  which  it  was  cradled.  If 
it  had  come  upon  the  stage  of  being  in  any  other  cen- 
tury, it  might  have  been  less  of  an  entity  and  less  of 
a  factor  in  the  world's  best  history  of  life.  It  has 
Jived  a  throbbing  life,  because  it  has  lived  in  a  throb- 
bing centur^^  It  has  reached  its  greatness  through 
contagion.  All  that  man,  or  a  church,  has  to  do,  in 
such  an  age  as  the  Nineteenth  century  is  to  absorb, 
and  the  result  will  be  growth  and  power.  The  Zeit- 
geist is  contageous. 

If  you  would  see  some  of  the  cradle-mates  of  the 
Park  Street  Church  recall  the  centenaries  that  are 
being  celebrated  this  year,  1909  A.  D.  Such  great 
men  as  these  w^ere  born  one  hundred  years  ago  during 
the  birth  of  the  Park  Street  Church :  Horatius-Bonar, 
Edgar  Allen  Poe,  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  Alfred 
Tennyson,  William  E.  Gladstone,  Felix  Mendelssohn; 
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Cyrus  H.  McCormick,  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  Charles  Darwin — poets,  musicians,  liter- 
ati, inventors,  statesmen,  and  liberators.  All  these 
men  were  epoch-makers  and  immortal  leaders  of  man- 
kind. They  carried  the  world  forward  and  not  back- 
ward. They  made  the  human  race  progressive.  They 
were  worthy  of  the  cradle  of  gold  which  God  provided 
for  their  coming.  But  the  cradle  of  the  Nineteenth 
centurj^  held  more  than  these  men ;  it  held  their  great 
contemporaries,  who  were  born  in  contiguous  years, 
men  also  who  have  become  stars  in  the  diadem  of 
modern  civilization. 

No  wonder  that  the  past  century  became  the  crown- 
century  of  the  Christian  era,  seeing  it  had  men  like 
these  who  offered  truth,  the  homage  to  their  being. 
You  know  how  they  wrought  up  the  century,  and 
what  they  made  it.  They  made  it  the  age  of  electric- 
ity. They  made  it  the  age  of  railroads,  ocean  steam- 
ers, telegraphs,  telephones,  and  aeroplanes.  They 
made  it  an  educational  age,  and  filled  it  with  the  en- 
dowed technology  and  the  all-embracive  university. 
They  made  learning  universal  and  practical.  They 
made  it  a  scientific  age.  The  scientific  method  obtains 
ever}^vhere,  and  it  works  revolutions  in  every  sphere 
of  life,  from  the  sphere  of  religion  down  to  the  sphere 
of  mechanics.  They  made  it  an  age  of  the  develop- 
ment of  the  resources  of  nature,  and  thus  an  age  that 
enlarged  fortunes.  Large  fortunes  have  created  large 
corporations,    and    large    corporations    have    created 
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gigantic  industries.  The  gigantic  is  now  in  our  Amer- 
ican air.  They  have  made  it  a  great  missionary  age. 
In  it  the  missionary  genius  was  re-born  and  re-dedi- 
cated. During  the  Nineteenth  century  Christian  mis- 
sions have  had  a  career  like  that  of  the  apostolic  age. 
The  languages  of  the  races  have  been  reduced  to 
science,  and  the  Book  of  God  has  been  translated  into 
all  tongues.  With  the  Book  of  God  in  their  own 
tongue  whole  nations  have  been  given  a  new  and  di- 
vine life.  Through  the  spirit  of  missions  the  medical 
science  has  entered  the  Gospel  field  and  has  become  a 
wonderful  redemptive  agency.  The  hospital  has  be- 
come the  house  of  the  God  of  mercy.  They  have  made 
it  an  age  of  civil  and  religious  progress.  Nations, 
where  only  despotism  and  tyranny  and  slavery  had 
existed,  have  been  regenerated  governmentally,  and 
have  become  the  homes  of  civil  constitutions  and  rep- 
resentative parliaments  and  congresses,  and  laws  that 
make  for  popular  justice  and  that  express  the  will  of 
the  people.  For  example,  liberty  has  fought  its  great- 
est battles  and  won  its  greatest  victories  in  France, 
and  Italy,  and  Germany,  and  Russia,  and  Japan,  and 
even  in  the  domain  of  the  Ottoman. 

The  cradle-mates  of  Park  Street  Church  which  influ- 
enced it  consciously  and  unconsciously,  directly  and 
indirectly,  viz.,  grand  men,  grand  principles,  grand 
measures,  grand  institutions,  found  their  Nineteenth 
century  outcome  in  a  grand  and  on-marching  civiliza- 
tion. This  is  as  it  ought  to  be.  And  this  is  in  har- 
mony  with   the   purpose    of   the    existence    of    Park 
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Street  Clmrcli.  Park  Street  Church  exists  to  preach 
Christ,  and  the  Christ  which  it  preaches  is  just  such  a 
civilization.  Christ  is  a  civilization!  That  is  our 
latest  and  best  discovery  relative  to  Christ.  Christ  is 
a  civilization.  Church  of  God,  ring  the  changes  on 
that  great  fact !  The  ideal  civilization  into  which  the 
world  is  developing  is  simply  Christ  growing;  Christ 
reaching  his  full  self;  Christ  enthroning  Himself  in 
all  the  spheres  of  human  life. 

Thus  far  I  have  spoken  in  general.  Let  me  special- 
ize. Park  Street  Church  had  two  special  cradle- 
mates  when  it  started  on  its  great  career,  and  these 
influenced  it  and  were  influenced  by  it.  These  cradle- 
mates  were  the  American  Board  and  Andover  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  These  three  corporate  personalities 
— Park  Street  Church,  the  American  Board,  Andover 
Theological  Seminary — came  into  being  within  a  few 
months  of  one  another,  and  were  most  closely  related. 
The  first  pastor  of  the  Park  Street  Church,  Dr.  Grif- 
fin, was  not  only  the  pastor  of  the  Church,  but  was 
also  on  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the  American 
Board,  and  was  a  trustee  and  lecturer  of  Andover 
Seminary.  These  three  corporate  personalities  were  a 
trinity  of  power  in  the  household  of  faith,  and  were 
mighty  agencies  in  the  Kingdom  of  God.  They  were 
thoroughly  congenial,  one  Avith  the  other.  They  all 
prospered  and  became  strong  in  the  Lord.  In  binding 
mankind  to  the  ]\ faster  they  were  like  a  threefold  cord 
which  can  not  easily  be  broken.  They  prayed  for  one 
another.     They  seconded  one  another's  efforts.     They 
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locked  shields  against  a  common  foe.  They  were  all 
manned  by  great  men  of  God.  Andover  was  large  and 
deservedly  influential.  It  was  the  pride  of  all  the 
churches.  How  could  it  be  otherwise  when  it  had  such 
men  as  Moses  Stuart,  and  Edward  A.  Park,  and  Aus- 
tin Phelps  1  The  American  Board  was  the  joy  of 
Christendom  and  a  Pentecostal  power  in  many  lands. 
It  was  the  gateway  of  entrance  for  Jesus  Christ  into 
heathendom.  The  Christ  it  preached  was  to  the 
churches  the  equation  of  God,  and  He  carried  in  Him 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  for  mankind.  Park  Street 
Church  could  not  be  in  alliance  with  these  great  moral 
and  spiritual  personalities  without  receiving  a  bene- 
diction. Through  this  inspiring  fellowship  it  became 
the  largest  and  most  powerful  Congregational  Church 
in  New  England.  Most  blessed  fellowship  in  the  Lord 
was  the  fellowship  of  this  triple  brotherhood.  ]\Iay  it 
some  day  be  renewed,  and  may  it  result  in  a  future  as 
glorious  as  the  past !  God  grant  to  this  holy  trinity  of 
corporate  personalities  a  second  century  of  progressive 
life,  and  reduplicated  power,  and  holy  leadership. 
May  these  cradle-mates  be  made  spiritual  giants  in  the 
Kingdom  of  God. 

In  the  second  place  I  congratulate  Park  Street 
Church  upon — 

2.     Its  Grand  Material  Equipment. 

"What  do  I  mean  by  its  material  equipment?  I 
mean  its  Church  edifice.  This  temple  structure,  with 
its  Christopher  Wren  spire  is  superb.  It  is  ample  and 
artistic  and  attractive.    It  is  a  valuable  asset.    It  is  a 
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powerful  ally.  The  building  itself  is  eloquent.  It  is 
a  century  of  history.  It  is  the  visible  embodiment  of 
somebody's  faith,  and  prevision,  and  hard  work;  and 
as  such  it  talks  to  the  public  day  and  night.  It  bears 
testimony  to  the  character,  and  aspiration  and  liberal- 
ity of  those  who  built  it.  This  temple  cost.  It  did  not 
rise  from  the  ground  of  its  own  accord.  It  was  slowly 
built.  Every  stone  and  timber  in  it  is  a  thought,  or  a 
purpose,  or  a  purchase,  or  a  gift,  or  a  sacrifice.  It  has 
turned  out  to  be  a  magnificent  investment  of  the  gold 
of  our  fathers.  It  has  multiplied  its  purchase  price 
until  it  has  now  passed  the  million  mark.  Not  many 
churches  in  the  land  are  millionaires. 

Our  Church  building  works  with  us  and  for  us  in 
the  service  of  Christ.  Its  stones  are  sacramental 
stones  and  have  a  divine  mission.  This  temple  is  re- 
ligion in  brick  and  mortar.  It  is  the  voice  of  the 
architecture  crying:  "Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David. 
Blessed  be  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
Plosanna  in  the  highest ! ' ' 

My  fellowmen,  in  pushing  the  cause  of  Christ  we 
fail  to  do  justice  to  our  temples  of  worship.  We  un- 
dervalue them.  We  do  not  recognize  how,  as  the  years 
come  and  go,  they  build  into  themselves  the  memories 
of  holy  scenes  enacted  within  their  walls  and  become 
solid  history.  They  set  the  laws  of  association  at  work 
in  behalf  of  religion.  Now,  no  laws  are  more  powerful 
than  these,  and  no  laws  work  more  continuously. 

In  the  possession  of  this  grand  Church  edifice, 
which  stands  as  a  sentinel  of  God  on  this  conspicuous 
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corner  of  Boston  Common,  we  have  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  and  this  is  the  sermon  that  it  preaches : 

There  is  a  God;  worship  Him. 

There  is  a  Christ ;  believe  in  Him. 

There  is  a  Holy  Family ;  join  it. 

There  is  a  Gospel  preached;  listen  to  it. 

There  is  a  Christian  work  to  be  done ;  do  it. 

There  are  souls  to  be  saved ;  save  them. 
I  do  not  wonder  that  our  Church  temple  is  held  in 
great  honor,  and  has  a  noted  place  in  picture  and  in 
story  and  in  song.  On  art  postals  it  finds  its  way  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  by  its  beauty  enlivens  the 
correspondence  of  friend  with  friend.  Wherever  our 
pictorial  geographies  are  published,  there  it  is  on  the 
illustrated  page.  A  gentleman  in  central  New  York 
once  asked  me,  "Just  where  is  the  Park  Street 
Church  located  in  Boston  1 ' '  There  was  a  geography 
lying  on  the  table.  I  replied,  pointing  to  it :  "If  that 
is  a  pictorial  geography,  I  will  show  you  where  the 
Park  Street  Church  is."  It  was  a  pictorial  geogra- 
phy, and  sure  enough,  there  was  the  picture  of  the 
Park  Street  Church,  side  by  side  with  the  picture  of 
the  Capitol.  The  two  sentinels  of  the  Boston  Com- 
mon are  in  every  pictorial  geography. 

An  incident  occurred  down  here  in  Georgia  last 
month  which  shows  the  proud  place  our  temple  has  in 
American  life.  It  was  married  in  history  to  our  na- 
tional hymn.  At  a  great  mass-meeting  held  in  Au- 
gusta to  celebrate  the  emancipation  proclamation  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  as  a  matter  of  course  our  national 
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hymn  was  sung.  But  before  its  singing  its  history 
was  recited,  and  the  story  was  told  how  it  was  first 
sung  in  old  Park  Street  Church,  Boston.  Then  an  ac- 
count was  given  of  the  celebration  of  the  centenary 
of  the  birth  of  its  author,  Dr.  Smith,  when  cornetists 
played  the  hymn  in  the  belfry  of  the  old  Church  and 
thousands  and  thousands  sang  it  on  Boston  Common 
before  the  Church.  The  recital  wrought  the  crowd 
up  to  the  concert  pitch,  and  then  the  national  hymn 
was  sung,  and  Augusta,  Georgia,  rivaled  Boston,  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

There  was  a  grand  marriage  back  there  in  the  Nine- 
teenth century,  the  marriage  of  Park  Street  Church 
and  our  national  hymn.  It  was  in  accordance  with  the 
fitness  of  things.  For  religion  is  patriotism  and  pa- 
triotism is  religion.  God  grant  that  the  old  temple 
and  the  old  hymn  may  have  added  centuries  of  life. 

I  congratulate  Park  Street  Church  in  the  third 
place  upon — 

3.     Its  Eolij  and  Well-Tested  Creed. 

It  is  a  Church  of  positive  faith  and  not  a  Church 
of  agnosticism,  or  of  timid  negations.  It  is  not  afraid 
to  believe  something,  and  to  believe  it  with  all  its 
might.  Such  a  type  of  faith  is  moral  strength.  It  is 
reproductive.  It  leads.  One  clear  opinion  which  has 
life  in  it  and  which  is  practical  and  usable  is  much 
more  effective  than  a  thousand  vague  speculations,  as 
a  mountain  brook  which  widens  into  a  river  of  life  is 
more  effective  than  a  vast  bank  of  chilling  fog.  Said 
Luther :  "If  I  am  to  listen  to  the  thouorht  of  another^ 
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let  him  speak  out  what  is  clear  and  positive.  Of  the 
problematical  I  have  enough  in  myself  already."  In 
this  regard  every  man  is  a  Luther.  One  phrase  will 
long  survive  the  rugged  Scotchman  who  uttered  it, 
Thomas  Carlyle:  "The  everlasting  yea."  That  is 
what  mankind  wants,  the  everlasting  yea.  That  is 
power;  nothing  else  is.  Our  Church  is  a  church  of 
everlasting  yea. 

What  is  our  creed?  I  answer,  "All  the  known 
truth  of  God. ' '  We  shrink  from  holding  nothing  that 
God  has  seen  fit  to  utter.  We  are  not  afraid  of  a  sin- 
gle "Thus  saith  the  Lord."  We  accept  the  Book  of 
God.  Our  Church  is  a  safe  place  into  which  to  bring 
and  leave  your  Bible. 

We  are  living  in  a  time  when  creeds  are  not  popu- 
lar. But  that  makes  no  difference  to  Park  Street 
Church.  It  knows  that  there  are  such  things  as  com- 
plimentary dislikes.  It  has  thrived  well  for  one  hun- 
dred years  under  a  creed.  Its  history  demonstrates 
that  a  right  creed  is  a  grand  thing;  and  it  is.  The 
world  needs  right  principles,  and  right  principles 
rightly  stated.  Principles  are  seeds;  they  grow  hu- 
man life.  Faith  gains  by  expression.  Let  no  man 
nurse  his  antipathy  to  creeds;  they  are  the  demands 
of  our  nature.  It  is  not  a  question  whether  we  shall 
have  a  creed  or  not — for  all  men  have  creeds — even 
the  atheist  has  a  creed.  The  question  is,  Shall  our 
creed  be  right  or  wrong,  helpful  or  hurtful ! 

Let  us  look  at  the  religious  creed  in  past  history! 
History  has  proclaimed  that  the  religious  creed  has 
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done  grand  things.  Luther's  creed  and  John  Knox's 
creed  wrought  revolutions  which  gave  the  world  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  The  old  creeds  of  the  Church  of 
God  are  like  the  old  battlefiags  in  the  State  House. 
Each  flag  has  a  separate  story  to  tell  of  conflicts  for 
the  right.  I  would  as  soon  speak  against  the  battle- 
flags  of  my  country  as  to  speak  against  the  creeds  of 
Christendom.  They  stand  for  research  and  for  prog- 
ress. They  are  the  standards  which  have  led  men  to 
liberty. 

But  3^ou  ask  me,  What  do  3^ou  do  with  those  doc- 
trines which  clash  and  conflict"]  I  answer,  We  take 
them  one  at  a  time  and  in  the  order  and  in  the  place  in 
which  God  gives  them.  We  are  Arminians  and  Cal- 
vinists  in  turn.  God's  doctrines  never  conflict  when 
they  are  kept  in  their  God-given  places.  Just  here  is 
where  the  mix  and  folly  of  man  comes  in.  He  takes 
divine  doctrines  out  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans  and 
divine  doctrines  out  of  the  Epistle  of  James  and 
throws  them  together,  and  the  result  is  he  is  perplexed 
and  made  half  infidel  by  the  theological  conflict  which 
he  has  created.  My  fellowmen,  do  not  do  that.  Let 
the  truth  stay  in  the  epistle  in  which  God  has  put  it, 
for  the  placing  of  each  truth  has  been  as  much  a  part 
of  the  plan  of  God  as  the  truth  itself. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  Park  Street  Church  has 
changed  a  single  fundamental  doctrine  since  I  have 
known  it.  But  it  has  not  been  bigoted.  It  has  never 
abridged  the  liberty  of  thought  on  the  part  of  othei^. 
It  has  never  discounted  scholarship.    It  believes  in  in- 
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vestigation.  It  believes  that  the  right  of  discussion 
should  be  held  inviolable.  It  has  a  positive  admiration 
for  an  honest  interrogation  point.  It  believes  that 
there  is  no  place  for  force  in  the  Church  of  God.  It 
believes  that  the  authority  of  the  truth  itself  is  the 
only  authority.  A  church  that  claims  anything  else 
is  a  church  in  which  liberty  is  crucified.  It  holds  the 
truth  of  love.  While  it  has  not  changed  a  single  doc- 
trine, it  has  changed  the  setting  of  many  a  doctrine, 
and  divorced  many  a  doctrine  from  an  ill-fated,  un- 
lawful marriage.  It  has  transfigured  many  a  doctrine 
which  has  become  soiled.  It  has  suppressed  many  a 
doctrine  that  has  been  found  in  the  act  of  rebellion. 
It  has  clipped  the  wings  of  many  a  doctrine  that  has 
soared  so  high  that  it  has  usurped  some  other  doc- 
trine's place.  It  has  popularized  many  a  doctrine  that 
had  lost  tone  and  caste  and  standing  in  the  community, 
and  it  has  done  this  just  because  it  is  just  as  much  a 
duty  for  a  doctrine  to  be  popular  as  it  is  for  it  to  be 
pious.  This  is  all  that  it  has  done.  And  it  has  done 
this  in  order  to  raise  its  creed  to  the  maximum  power 
of  life  and  influence  in  the  world.  If  it  had  neglected 
its  creed,  it  would  be  this  day  a  Church  one  hundred 
years  dead  instead  of  a  Church  one  hundred  years 
alive.  I  have  a  profound  respect  for  the  creed  that 
can  grow  a  Church  like  the  Park  Street  Church  as  I 
have  known  it.  The  cardinals  of  its  creed  are  these : 
The  fatherhood  of  God,  and  the  brotherhood  of  man ; 
the  presence  of  the  inner  light  in  the  soul;  the  Bible 
the   revelation   of    God   through   human   experience; 
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Jesus  Christ  the  value  of  God;  the  reign  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  and,  the  golden  rule  as  the  law  of  life.  These 
cardinals  have  borne  the  test  of  the  Nineteenth  cen- 
tury, and  I  pen  these  lines  to  say  that  these  cardinals 
will  just  as  surely  bear  the  test  of  the  Twentieth  cen- 
tury. 

In  the  fourth  place  I  congratulate  Park  Street 
Church  upon — 

4.     Its  Godly  Succession — The  Church-Roll  of 
a  Century. 

I  look  upon  its  church-roll  of  a  century  as  nothing 
short  of  a  divine  book.  It  is  the  eleventh  chapter  of 
the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  continued.  It  is  the  Nine- 
teenth century  edition  of  that  chapter.  It  is  our  elev- 
enth chapter.  You  know  what  the  eleventh  chapter  of 
a  great  church  is!  It  is  something  like  Napoleon's 
Old  Guard.  It  is  something  like  Csesar's  Tenth  Le- 
gion. It  is  the  celestial  cloud  of  witnesses  of  which  we 
read  in  God's  Book:  ''Wherefore,  seeing  we  also  are 
compassed  about  with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses, 
let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  set  before  us. ' ' 
The  cloud  witnesses  are  an  asset.  The  cloud  of  wit- 
nesses are  a  helping  factor.  What  do  they  do  ?  They 
interest  us  in  ourselves  by  the  interest  which  they  have 
in  us.  They  bind  us  to  the  cause  of  God  by  the  bonds 
which  bind  them.  They  surround  us  with  great  expec- 
tations which  inspire.  They  identify  themselves  Avith 
us,  and  thus  add  their  lives  to  our  life.  They  cheer  us 
in  the  performance  of  strenuous  duty. 

If  the  celebration  of  this  centenary  did  nothing  other 
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than  set  us  to  the  study  of  our  eleventh  chapter,  it 
would  be  an  inestimable  blessing.  Such  a  study 
brings  us  into  touch  with  great  and  life-giving  per- 
sonalities. It  brings  us  into  the  holy  of  holies  of 
Christian  fellowship,  for  it  puts  us  into  connection 
with  that  communion  which  encircles  the  eternal 
Christ.  It  communicates  to  us  the  great  ambitions 
and  loves  and  faiths  and  purposes  of  our  spiritual 
fathers  who  toiled  and  believed  and  prayed  and  sacri- 
ficed for  the  making  of  Park  Street  Church,  and  who 
built  themselves  into  it.  It  continues  the  lives  of  the 
thousands  who  have  worshiped  in  this  holy  temple. 
While  they  were  here  in  the  flesh  they  were  local ;  but 
such  a  study  spiritualizes  them  and  makes  them  uni- 
versal. It  makes  them  like  the  prophets  of  the  Old 
Testament  and  the  apostles  of  the  New  Testament — 
fire  pillars  of  the  ages  and  leaders  of  the  sacramental 
hosts  of  God's  elect. 

Brethren,  let  us  not  minimize  our  eleventh  chapter ! 
Let  us  rather  magnify  it !  It  is  our  chapter  of  recog- 
nitions and  memorials.  It  is  our  Westminster  Abbey. 
Our  Westminster  Abbey  is  to  us  what  England 's  West- 
minster Abbey  is  to  England.  Westminster  Abbey  is 
the  greatest  stimulus  that  England  has  to  holy  ambi- 
tion. The  great  dead  do  not  feel  the  power  of  West- 
minster Abbey,  but  the  great  living  do.  Westminster 
Abbey  is  a  promise  of  a  crown  of  life  to  those  who  are 
faithful.  It  is  a  promise  built  into  the  form  of 
massive  stone  and  sculptured  marble,  and  as  such  it 
means   successors    of   the    painters,    and   poets,    and 
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churchmen,  and  statesmen,  and  philanthropists,  whose 
names  are  on  the  roll  of  England's  worthies.  The 
study  of  our  eleventh  chapter  and  the  exploration  of 
our  Westminster  Abbey  fellowship  unite  us  with  the 
great  of  the  past  and  vitalize  our  admirations  of  the 
best,  and  educate  us  in  the  art  of  right  endorsement. 
It  is  good  to  be  able  to  admire  the  fathers  and  to  give 
them  full  credit  for  the  legacies  which  they  have  left 
us.  Macaulay  says :  ' '  No  people  who  fail  to  take  pride 
in  the  deeds  of  their  ancestors  will  ever  do  anything 
in  which  their  posterity  can  take  pride. ' ' 

Bring  forward  the  church-roll  of  a  century  and  read 
its  sacred  names  and  let  us  know  who  have  made  our 
Church  great.  Certainly  this  is  the  very  least  we  can 
do.  It  is  the  minimum  honor  that  we  can  offer  our 
illustrious  predecessors.  Let  us  put  ourselves  in  an 
attitude  of  gratefulness.  On  this  roll  we  find  names 
worthy  of  the  crystal  leaves  of  the  Lamb's  Book  of 
Life.  This  roll  is  a  calendar  of  saints.  We  have  here 
a  glorious  company  of  men,  and  of  "chief  women  not 
a  few."  Here  are  Boston's  very  best.  Here  are  New 
England's  noblest  sons  and  daughters.  Here  are  the 
descendants  of  the  ]\Ia\^ower  and  the  flower  of  the 
Puritans.  There  are  names  here  known  and  honored 
throughout  Christendom.  A  thousand  organs  and 
choirs  sound  out  the  grand  tune  of  Lowell  Mason,  our 
famous  organist — "Park  Street.''  Ten  thousand  con- 
gregations far  and  near,  in  different  tongues,  sing 
Rav  Palmer's  ''Song  of  the  Soul," 
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"My  Faith  looks  up  to  Thee, 
Thou  Lamb  of  Calvary, 
Savior  divine." 

That  song  bids  fair  to  have  a  future  that  will  bring 
the  Church  to  the  Song  of  Eternity. 

There  are  names  here  which  you  can  name,  but  I 
can  not ;  and  there  are  names  here  which  I  can  name 
but  you  can  not.  AYhen  they  are  all  named,  what  ma- 
terial the  poet  laureate  has  out  of  which  to  make  a 
forefather's  hymn.  Out  of  these  names  he  can  give 
the  world  a  composition  that  Avill  rival  the  hymn  of 
the  forefathers,  which  is  the  gem  of  the  Apocrypha. 

I  shall  name  the  names  only  of  those  whom  I  have 
seen  before  me  in  the  pews  when  I  stood  in  this  his- 
toric pulpit. 

Joseph  Cook!  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Boston 
Monday  Lectureship.  He  was  an  orator  whose  ora- 
tions were  delivered  to  enthusiastic  audiences  in  the 
Orient  and  Occident.  All  continents  honor  him.  Dr. 
E.  K.  Alden !  He  was  the  son  of  the  Mayflower  family 
made  famous  by  Longfellow.  His  far-away  mother 
had  a  mind  of  her  own,  and  knew  how  to  ask  pointed 
questions.  Dr.  Alden  for  a  long  term  of  years  was  a 
faithful  secretary  of  the  American  Board.  Ezra 
Farnsworth!  He  was  one  of  Boston's  merchant 
princes,  and  his  gifts  to  all  good  causes  were  as  prince- 
ly as  his  fortune.  George  W.  Coburn  !  He  was  at  the 
head  of  our  large  Bible  class  for  young  men,  and  was 
the  means  of  safeguarding  hundreds  in  the  critical 
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period  of  life.    E.  A.  Studley !    This  dear  man  of  God 
was  the  very  salt  of  the  earth. 

But  I  can  not  give  biographies,  for  time  would 
fail.  I  can  only  give  names,  simple  names.  Here  are 
the  Cutlers,  the  Fosters,  the  Smiths,  the  Hagers,  the 
Rollins,  the  Robbins,  the  Kilburns,  the  Spencers,  the 
Tiltons,  the  Farleys,  the  Mumfords,  the  Gilberts,  the 
Warners,  the  Litchfields,  the  Raymonds,  the  McPher- 
sons,  the  Fullertons — shining  names,  all  of  them.  I 
have  named  the  names  of  only  those  who  have  passed 
to  the  General  Assembly  and  Church  of  the  First-born 
above ;  and  I  have  named  them  from  memory.  These 
families  form  part  of  the  twelve  hundred  whom  I  had 
the  honor  to  serve. 

Close  the  church-roll  of  a  century,  for  we  have  seen 
enough.  It  is  a  veritable  Book  of  God.  It  is  our  elev- 
enth chapter.  It  is  a  roll  of  men  and  women  whose 
names  are  written  in  Heaven.  It  shows  a  church 
membership  with  genius  to  lead,  and  with  a  genius  for 
bringing  things  to  pass,  and  with  a  genius  for  the 
things  of  Christ. 

]\Iy  fello^vmen,  to  whom  Park  Street  Church  of 
the  new  century  has  been  committed,  you  are  children 
of  no  mean  spiritual  ancestors.  Your  fathers  were 
Hebrews  of  the  Hebrews.  This  Church  is  a  royal  be- 
queathment  and  a  sacred  trust.  In  the  Church  they 
have  left  as  a  legacy,  they  have  left  you  a  history  of 
which  to  be  proud.  They  have  left  you  footprints  that 
are  shining.  They  have  left  you  ideals  that  are  pure 
gold  of  the  seventh  refining.    They  have  left  you  sue- 
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cesses  to  be  repeated.  They  have  left  you  an  equip- 
ment that  is  both  efficient  and  sufficient. 

Do  you  realize  this  great  facti  That  the  fathers 
who  loved  this  Church  as  they  loved  their  lives  died 
without  a  single  misgiving  relative  to  the  future  of 
this  Church"?  Why?  Because  they  trusted  you. 
Their  faith  in  you,  therefore,  should  be  a  mighty 
power  in  keeping  you  true.  Do  not  disappoint  their 
faith.  The  builders  of  the  Park  Street  Church  remind 
me  of  the  builders  of  the  Cologne  cathedral.  It  was 
back  in  the  Thirteenth  century  that  they  built  that 
noble  structure.  The  builders  knew  that  they  could 
not  finish  it.  It  took  six  hundred  years  to  do  that.  It 
was  necessary  that  the  men  of  the  Nineteenth  century 
should  join  hands  with  the  men  of  the  Thirteenth  cen- 
tury. Yet  the  men  of  the  Thirteenth  century  were 
satisfied  to  quit  work  when  their  day  of  labor  had 
reached  its  evening.  They  had  faith  that  the  work 
would  go  on,  and  that  the  architect's  ideal  would 
stand  before  the  world,  as  it  does  this  day — a  psalm 
of  praise  in  stone — a  hallelujah  chorus  in  crystallized 
music.  They  Imew  that  by  doing  their  work  well  they 
would  interest  posterity  in  their  grand  architectural 
purpose,  and  inspire  them  to  finish  it.  They  had  a 
strong  faith  in  posterity,  and  they  were  not  disap- 
pointed. A  like  faith  the  builders  of  the  Park  Street 
Church  exercised  in  you,  and  so  died  in  confidence. 

Where  did  their  faith  in  you  come  from"?  They 
never  saw  you.  It  came  from  their  faith  in  God — 
their  God  and  your  God.    They  knew  that  God  carried 
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the  centuries  in  his  hand,  and  that  when  the  first  cen- 
tury passed  away  He  would  give  the  Church  a  sec- 
ond century.  They  knew  that  the  eternal  would  be 
with  posterity  as  He  had  been  with  ancestry,  A  peo- 
ple who  believe  in  God  can  believe  in  and  trust  poster- 
ity :  id  est,  they  can  believe  in  the  future.  Tell  me,  ye 
who  are  passing  on,  Do  you  believe  in  posterity  f  No  I 
Then  you  do  not  believe  in  God!  You  are  egotists; 
you  believe  only  in  yourselves.  My  fellowmen,  you 
had  better  believe  in  posterity,  for  posterity  is 
bound,  sooner  or  later,  to  come  to  the  possession  of 
things,  and  to  run  things.  Give  posterity  the  momen- 
tum for  the  right  which  comes  from  your  faith  in 
them.  I  commit  Park  Street  Church  to  posterity  and 
to  God ;  and  this  makes  me  an  optimist  on  its  behalf. 

One  thing  more  and  I  am  through.  It  is  a  thing 
that  makes  for  optimism.  It  is  this :  Our  Church  is 
part  of  a  great  related  spiritual  entity  called  the 
"Body  of  Christ,"  which  is  destined  to  a  glorious  fu- 
ture. There  is  a  greater  church  than  ours;  it  is  the 
"Church  Universal."  In  the  sum  and  the  substance 
of  this  church  we  are  included  and  of  its  glories  and 
triumphs  we  shall  partake.  Of  it  glorious  things  are 
spoken.  If  you  would  see  the  program  of  this  glorious 
church  study  the  growing  pages  of  the  Apocalypse. 
There  you  have  its  history  in  advance.  There  you  see 
God's  purposes  relative  to  it.  There  can  be  nothing 
grander  conceived.  The  church  of  the  future  is  "the 
bride  of  God, ' '  and  all  that  God  can  give  He  gives  to 
his  bride. 
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The  Apocalypse  is  a  book  of  finals.  It  is  the  book 
of  completions.  It  is  the  book  of  finishing  touches.  It 
is  the  book  that  opens  up  eternity  to  us.  It  is  the  book 
of  risen  and  reigning  Christ.  It  contains  the  church's 
history.  The  church  has  its  enemies;  yes,  but  it  has 
the  reigning  Christ  as  its  defense  and  captain.  What 
a  wonderful  book  the  Apocalypse  is !  It  talks  to  us  by 
means  of  striking  symbols.  It  shows  us  the  church  in 
the  plans  of  Christ.  In  it  we  meet  with  Christ  riding 
on  all  manner  of  horses.  In  it  we  meet  with  seals,  and 
trumpets,  and  vials,  and  earthquakes,  and  thunders, 
and  lightnings,  and  the  dashing  of  the  potsherds 
against  potsherds,  and  horned  monsters,  and  plagues, 
and  wonders  in  Heaven  and  wonders  on  earth,  and  the 
battle  of  Armageddon^  and  angels  weeping  through 
the  universe  on  missions  of  judgment.  As  we  read  the 
book  we  are  perplexed,  and  inquire:  "What  do  all 
these  meanf  "For  what  purpose  are  they  brought 
to  this  world ! "  No  sooner  is  the  question  asked  than 
we  suddenly  come  upon  an  explanation.  The  explana- 
tion is  this :  ' '  The  New  Jerusalem  coming  down  from 
God  out  of  Heaven  as  a  bride  adorned  for  her  hus- 
band." "It  is  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ."  Christ 
is  abroad  in  the  world  throwing  it  into  revolution,  and 
doing  strange  things  that  the  church  may  be  made 
perfect.  In  this  book  of  finals  is  written  out  in  full 
the  grand  and  closing  song  which  the  triumphant 
church  is  to  sing  in  the  last  days.  It  is  here,  ready 
and  waiting.  Waiting  for  you?  Why,  waiting  for 
the  singing  time  to  come.    When  that  time  comes  voices 
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in  Heaven  shall  join  with  voices  of  the  earth,  and  all 
together  shall  sing:  "Hallelujah!  The  Lord  God  om- 
nipotent reigneth.  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  have 
become  the  kingdoms  of  the  Lord  and  of  His  Christ, 
and  He  shall  reign  forever  and  forever. ' ' 


PARK  STREET  CHURCH  AND  THE 
AMERICAN  BOARD 


By  Rev.  W.  E.  Strong. 

(Stenographically    Reported.) 

^i  T  WOULD  seem  that  looking  at  the  program  the 
31  supreme  thought  in  all  the  minds  of  us  who  rise 
to  speak  must  be  the  words  of  warning:  "Be  brief; 
be  brief."  And  yet  it  is  not  easy,  under  the  inspira- 
tion of  the  theme  assigned  to  me,  "Park  Street 
Church  and  the  American  Board,"  to  be  brief. 

I  suppose  it  is  literally  true  that  there  is  no  church 
in  America  which  stands  quite  so  close  to  the  Ameri- 
can Board  of  Foreign  Missions  as  this  Park  Street 
Church ;  that  there  is  no  other  spot  in  America  more 
continuously  and  intimately  associated  with  the  life 
and  progress  of  the  American  Board  than  the  square 
feet  embraced  within  this  sanctuary. 

We  think  of  the  Tabernacle  at  Salem  as  the  church 
where  the  first  five  missionaries  of  the  Board  were  or- 
dained, but  there  were  many  times  five  missionaries  of 
the  American  Board  ordained  here,  five  on  one  even- 
ing. How  many  more  I  can  not  say,  having  not  the 
figures  fresh  in  mind,  but  again  and  again,  all  through 
the  years,  men  have  come  in  here  to  receive  ordination 
to  missionary  service  under  the  American  Board,  and 
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as  many  more  have  received  here  their  commission 
and  the  words  of  instruction  and  counsel  as  they  have 
gone  forth.  Even  at  that  first  ordination  in  Salem 
it  was  the  minister  of  this  Church  who  offered  one  of 
the  prayers  of  the  occasion  and  who  stood  with  four 
other  missionaries  to  give  to  each  of  the  five  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship  ere  they  went  forth.  I  should  like 
to  name  them  over  if  there  were  time  and  if  my  mem- 
ory would  serve  me.  Let  me  just  suggest  to  you,  in 
view  of  what  has  happened  so  recently  in  Turkey,  to 
mention  the  names  of  Levi  Parsons  and  Gridley  and 
William  Schauffler  and  Thompson  and  Riggs,  who 
gave  the  Bible  in  their  own  tongue  to  Bulgaria;  and 
Cyrus  Hamlin,  whose  name  is  known  wherever  the 
name  of  the  Christian  Gospel  is  known  today.  Other 
men,  many  more,  made  their  consecration  vow  within 
these  walls.  There  was  Titis  Cohan,  the  hero  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands.  If  we  could  only  recall  and  see 
that  scene  when  in  this  Church,  the  First  Church  in 
Plonolulu  was  organized,  the  Church  which  was 
formed  here  to  be  transplanted  to  that  island  home, 
the  First  Church  of  Honolulu.  We  think  we  can  see, 
as  in  imagination  we  may  recall,  the  coming  together 
of  the  people  of  this  Church  and  the  Old  South 
Church,  uniting  in  the  first  monthly  service  of  prayer 
for  missions,  which  was  held  here  in  Park  Street 
Church, 

I  noticed  in  looking  over,  recently,  in  connection 
with  some  historical  work,  the  early  donations  to  the 
American  Board,  a  notice  that  in  the  very  first  rec- 
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ord  of  gifts  made  there  was  from  friends  in  Boston  to 
the  first  pastor  of  this  Church  the  sum  of  $24,  and  on 
the  16th  of  February,  1812,  ten  days  after  he  took 
part  in  that  ordaining  council  in  Salem,  after  a  ser- 
mon by  the  minister  of  this  Church,  the  people  of  this 
Church  gave  the  munificent  sum  for  those  years  of 
$309  to  the  American  Board.  It  was  not  the  fashion 
then  for  churches  to  give  to  the  Board. 

The  first  auxiliary  society  of  Boston  and  vicinity 
was  organized  in  this  Park  Street  Church.  These  are 
but  a  few  of  the  quick  reminiscences  that  come  to 
mind  to  any  one  at  all  familiar  with  the  history  of 
the  Board  to  show  the  intimate  connection  with  Park 
Street  Church.  I  might  come  nearer  to  your  own  life, 
for  it  was  not  simply  to  the  children  of  strangers  who 
came  here  for  their  ordination,  but  the  children  of  this 
Church.  There  was  the  son  of  Henry  Holmes,  who  was 
known  throughout  eastern  Turkey.  There  was  Sim- 
eon Calhoun,  whose  father  and  mother  were  both 
among  the  early  members  of  this  Church.  There  was 
J.  K.  Greene,  in  service  still  at  his  post  in  Constantino- 
ple. I  look  down  into  the  face  of  another  having  the 
blood  and  the  lineage  of  that  first  minister  of  your 
Church,  the  grandchild  of  the  first  child  baptized  in 
this  Church,  Lyndon  Crawford,  here  with  you  tonight. 
It  is  a  long  and  honorable  roll,  the  roll  that  binds  you 
close,  not  by  organization  alone,  and  not  by  formal  ob- 
servance of  inter-relation,  but  in  the  strong  bonds  of 
personal  affection,  personal  service  to  the  American 
Board. 
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I  should  be  giacl  to  dwell  upon  the  gifts  of  this 
Church,  creeping  from  that  first  gift  of  three  hundred 
dollars  to  thousands  upon  thousands,  until  at  the  sev- 
enty-fifth anniversary  it  reached  over  $100,000  to  the 
American  Board.  The  figures  reach  up  now  to  about 
$180,000,  a  considerable  sum  of  money  coming  out  of 
one  church  in  one  city. 

Let  me  emphasize  again  that  this  relation  which  has 
existed  between  us  is  not  a  relation  alone  between  one 
organization  and  another.  We  were  born  together,  as 
has  been  said,  the  Board  and  Park  Street  Church,  the 
children  of  one  mother,  and  it  must  be  said  not  the 
favorite  children  of  that  mother  in  the  beginning,  for 
our  Congregational  Jerusalem  was  not  very  welcome 
to  these  children  in  those  days,  Andover  Seminary, 
Park  Street  Church  and  the  American  Board.  So  all 
the  more  w*^  were  drawn  together  and  it  was  likeness 
of  spirit  anrS  of  purpose  that  so  bound  the  Board  and 
this  Church,  ^t  is  not  meant  that  this  Church  should 
be  a  place  of  controversy,  so  the  first  minister  said.  It 
was  not  meant  that  it  should  have  a  bitterness  of  tem- 
per, but  it  had  men  who  believed  that  the  world 
needed  the  Gospel  and  would  declare  it  for  the  saving 
of  the  world.  The  men  who  were  in  the  Board  be- 
lieved the  same 

My  prayer,  as  I  bring  you  felicitations,  as  we  are  to 
celebrate  next  year  our  centennial,  is  that  the  Spirit 
may  abide  through  all  the  years  with  the  Park  Street 
Church  and  the  Board.  The  men  who  served  from 
this  Church,  the  j^en  who  gave  to  the  treasury  have 


PARK  STREET  CHURCH  CENTENNIAL  181 

gone,  and  those  who  went  forth  in  the  first  days  of  the 
Board  have  gone,  but  the  Spirit  may  abide.  "There 
is  that  scattereth  and  yet  increaseth. ' '  How  true  that 
has  been  of  Park  Street  Church.  "There  is  that 
seeketh  its  life  and  loseth;  there  is  that  loseth  it  for 
His  sake  and  findeth  it."  Here  in  this  corner  of  the 
crowded  city,  with  all  this  tumult  of  life  round  about, 
may  this  Church  stand  for  many  a  year,  loving  the 
world  in  Christ's  spirit,  believing  in  the  Gosepl  as  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation.  May  it  seek  to  give  that 
Gospel  not  only  here,  but  everywhere,  to  the  utter- 
most ends  of  the  earth,  holding  forth  in  these  times 
that  Word  which  was  delivered  of  old  unto  the  church 
and  which  the  church  was  commissioned  to  carry  to 
the  world  around  to  every  nation  and  to  every 
creature. 


PARK  STREET  CHURCH  AND  THE  AMERICAN 
MISSIONARY  ASSOCIATION 


By  Dr.  George  H.  Gutterson. 

(Stenographically    Reported.) 

SHAD  a  fine  speech  prepared,  perfectly  splendid, 
eloquent  and  thrilling,  but  most  of  it  has  been 
delivered  in  your  presence.  I  had  all  that  nicely 
worked  up  about  Poe  and  Tennyson  and  Lincoln  and 
Mendelssohn,  and  that  specially  thrilling  one  about 
Dr.  Smith's  song  being  sung  here,  but  you  can  imag- 
ine how  I  feel  now,  and  by  the  time  I  get  through  I 
don 't  think  the  others  will  have  anything  to  say  at  all. 
The  American  Missionary  Association  and  Park 
Street  Church.  What  is  the  American  Missionary  As- 
sociation? It  is  a  Congregational  society  working 
among  eight  different  kinds  of  people,  one  of  whom 
is  white  and  the  others  are  all  the  colors  of  the  rain- 
bow, more  or  less  mixed  up.  And  these  variegated 
people  are  stretched  all  the  way  from  Alaska  to  Porto 
Rico,  and  from  the  Missouri  River  down  to  Florida. 
There  are  black  ones  and  red  ones  and  yellow  ones, 
and  people  without  hair  and  people  with  a  good  deal, 
and  people  who  are  very  ignorant  and  very  miserable, 
people  who  live  in  huts  and  people  who  live  in  holes 
in  the  ground,  people  who  cannot  read,  and  people 
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who  are  in  sad  need  of  every  good  thing  in  this 
world,  the  love  of  God  and  the  love  of  man,  spelling 
books,  hospitals,  teachers,  schools,  churches.  Dr. 
Smith's  hymn  and  all  other  beautiful  things  spoken 
of  in  Dr.  Gregg's  paper. 

What  is  the  connection  between  Park  Street  Church 
and  the  Congregational  Missionary  Society?  Why 
exactly  the  same  connection  that  is  between  that  beau- 
tiful cluster  of  lights  there  and  the  whirling  dynamo 
that  is  somewhere  down  on  the  wharf,  harnessed  up  to 
a  ponderous  engine,  furnishing  the  power. 

The  American  Missionary  Association  was  not  born 
here  in  Park  Street  Church.  It  was  not  a  brother  or 
sister  of  the  American  Board  or  Andover  Seminary 
or  anything  else.  It  was  bom  in  Albany,  slow  old 
Dutch  city;  slow  then  and  slow  now,  especially  slow 
since  the  governor  of  New  York  moved  from  there 
with  his  big  stick  to  Washington.  It  was  born  in  the 
vestry  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  when  godly  men 
and  women  got  together  and  talked  and  prayed  and 
after  while  they  received  a  charter  for  the  American 
Missionary  Society,  and  started  upon  its  business. 
That  was  in  1846,  and  when  Park  Street  Church  was 
thirty-seven  years  old  and  known  over  the  earth. 
One  hundred  and  ninety  years  before  Park  Street 
Church  was  born  a  Dutch  man-of-war  crept  slowly  up 
the  James  river  and  dropped  its  anchor  on  August  19, 
1619,  landed  twenty  black  men,  the  most  expensive 
cargo,  and  one  the  results  of  which  give  white  men 
today  the  most  terrific  problem  they  deal  with  any- 
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where.  A  hundred  and  ninety  years  passed  by.  Here 
in  the  old  Bay  State  in  1809,  the  year  that  Park 
Street  Church  was  formed,  there  were  1,190,000 
slaves;  2,000  in  Massachusetts  about  a  hundred  years 
before  this  Church  was  born.  About  the  time  this 
Church  was  organized  there  was  a  boy  born  in  Xew- 
buryport,  and  when  he  was  thirteen  years  old  he  was 
apprenticed  to  a  printer  in  Salem,  and  after  awhile 
he  found  his  way  in  1831  to  Boston  and  became 
owner  and  proprietor  of  The  Liberator,  and  set  up 
the  type  and  slept  on  a  lounge  near  by,  and  in 
the  day  of  small  things,  by  the  grit  and  courage  and 
the  grace  of  God,  stood  at  the  head  of  what  became 
known  as  the  Anti-Slavery  Association  in  New  Eng- 
land. And  from  this  spot,  I  imagine,  in  this  very 
house  William  Lloyd  Garrison  thundered  forth  his 
unanswerable  argument  against  the  curse  of  our  time, 
and  here  on  this  very  spot  Charles  Sumner  uttered 
orations  that  stirred  men  to  their  very  souls,  and 
those  two,  with  other  godly  men  and  women,  members 
of  this  Church,  fought  and  fought  for  thirty-five  years 
until  the  great  curse  rolled  away  and  out  of  that 
spirit  which  found  its  home  in  this  Church,  that  was 
the  dynamic  power  back  of  the  Tappans  and  the 
Brewers,  who  up  in  the  little  vestry  of  the  church  in 
Albany  founded  the  American  Missionary  Associa- 
tion. And  out  of  this  Church,  not  only  in  those  days 
went  the  power  of  the  dynamic  of  prayer,  but  went 
the  money,  the  contributions  backed  by  prayer,  and 
that  power  went  into  the  cabins  and  homes  to  lift  all 
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these  races  of  all  quarters  up  into  the  image  of  Jesus 
Christ.  That  is  the  connection  between  the  Park 
Street  Church  and  the  American  Missionary  Associa- 
tion.   It  is  a  connection  of  light. 

There  used  to  be  a  building  stand  right  here.  It 
was  about  85  feet  long  and  about  30  feet  wide,  and 
was  built  of  oak  logs.  It  was  a  granary  and  was 
filled  with  12,000  bushels  of  corn,  which  was  sold  at 
moderate  prices  to  people  who  were  in  need.  That 
building  was  torn  down,  but  another  granary  has 
sprung  up  which  through  all  these  years  has  poured 
out  the  Word  of  God  to  needy  souls. 


THE  CONGREGATIONAL  EDUCA- 
TION SOCIETY 


By  Kev.  Edward  S.  Tead. 

A  MEETING  of  five  young  men  in  Williamstown, 
]\Iass.,  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  Ameri- 
can Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions.  A 
meeting  of  eight  young  men  in  Boston,  June  29,  1815, 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  American  Education 
Society,  now  known  as  The  Congregational  Education 
Society.  Thus  the  consecration  of  young  men  at  the 
opposite  ends  of  this  Commonwealth  was  the  atmos- 
phere in  which  was  born  the  great  foreign  missionary 
and  the  first  home  missionary  societies  of  our  denom- 
ination. The  house  in  Boston  where  these  eight  un- 
known young  men  met  is  not  known.  At  their  first 
meeting  these  young  men  signed  the  following  agree- 
ment: 

"We,  the  undersigned,  do  agree  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day evening  next,  July  3,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  expediency  of  forming  ourselves  into  an  associa- 
tion to  educate  pious  young  men  for  the  ministry. ' ' . 

Clergymen  and  laymen  from  Boston  and  the  neigh- 
boring towns  were  invited  to  this  July  meeting.  At  a 
subsequent  meeting,  August  29,  a  constitution  was 
discussed  and  adopted  and  article  xv.  reads : 
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"The  first  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  at  the 
Church  on  Park  Street,  Boston,  on  the  last  Thursday 
of  October,  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon." 

So  it  appears  that  the  new  Society  was  brought  to 
Park  Street  Church  for  its  public  and  official  inau- 
guration. Rev.  Dr.  Eliphalet  Pearson  preached  the 
sermon  and  a  collection  was  taken,  so  that  this  old 
Church  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  contribute 
to  the  work  of  the  Congregational  Education  Society. 
It  should  also  be  stated  that  the  women  of  this  Church 
at  once  proceeded  to  raise  money  for  a  scholarship' 
and  succeeded  in  collecting  $1,000,  which  is  known  as 
the  D wight  scholarship.  Other  individuals  of  this 
Church  contributed  another  $1,000,  which  is  known  as 
the  Park  Street  scholarship. 

Twenty-six  years  passed  and  the  young  Society 
found  itself  suffering  from  the  indifferent  support 
and  the  decreasing  contributions  of  the  churches. 
Again  Park  Street  Church  opened  its  hospitable  doors 
for  a  convocation  to  arouse  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
churches  and  replenish  the  Society's  treasury.  As  a 
result  the  Society  received  a  new  lease  of  life,  and  its 
future  was  assured. 

Later  on  the  Western  College  Society,  organized  to 
provide  financial  assistance  for  the  needy  colleges  in 
the  West,  merged  into  the  Education  Society.  Sin- 
gularly enough  this  organization  seeking  public  en- 
dorsement came  to  Park  Street  Church.  A  mass- 
meeting  was  held  to  awaken  interest,  and  the  his- 
torian states  that  the  Church  was  crowded  to  the  doors 
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and  many  were  turned  away  unable  to  gain  admit- 
tance. It  appears,  then,  that  this  Church  from  the 
start  has  been  a  cordial  friend  and  steady  supporter 
of  the  educational  work  to  which  this  Society  was 
called. 

You  have  lent  your  pastors  to  its  Board  of  Direc- 
tors. For  many  years  one  of  your  honored  members 
served  as  its  treasurer.  Deacon  Edward  A.  Studley. 
It  is  fitting,  then,  that  this  Society  should  stand  here 
tonight  and  pay  its  vows  of  gratitude  to  and  join  in 
hymns  of  praise  for  the  long  life  of  this  long-time 
friend.  It  is  fitting  that  the  loyalty  of  this  Church  to 
the  fundamental  principles  of  Christian  education 
should  be  told  to  the  generations  following,  and  that 
its  loyalty  saved  an  organization  devoted  to  the 
spread  of  religious  knowledge.  Christian  statesman- 
ship, and  leadership  in  the  Kingdom  of  Christ. 

The  Education  Society  is  itself  ninety-four  years 
old,  with  its  "eye  undimmed  and  its  natural  force  un- 
abated. "  "  Gray  hairs  may  be  here  and  there  upon  it, 
but  it  knoweth  them  not."  And  during  these  long 
years  it  has  steadily  devoted  itself  to  the  initial  im- 
pulses that  gave  it  birth. 

It  has  helped  over  9,500  men  into  the  Gospel  min- 
istry, and  among  them  may  be  numbered  eminent 
preachers,  college  presidents  and  professors,  editors 
of  our  papers,  secular  as  w^ell  as  religious,  foreign 
missionaries  and  home  missionaries,  pastors  of  large 
metropolitan  churches  and  the  smaller  churches  in  the 
rural  districts,  a  long  line  of  ministers  who  have  led 
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unreckoned  multitudes  to   the   Savior   of   men.     Its 
contribution  for  this  purpose  amounts  to  $1,865,729. 

The  sum  of  $2,503,311  has  been  given  to  aid  forty- 
four  colleges  in  the  West,  colleges  that  are  today  mold- 
ing the  life  of  that  great  basin  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
beyond ;  sending  out  streams  of  young  men  and  wom- 
en with  lofty  ideals  that  stimulate  the  consecrated 
service  and  govern  intelligent  action.  Into  the  small 
towns  on  the  great  plains  of  the  West  this  old  Society 
has  sent  $395,195  to  the  assistance  of  twenty-nine  re- 
ligious academies  preparing  the  youth  of  our 
churches  for  college  training.  Among  the  mesas  of 
New  Mexico  and  in  the  barren  reaches  of  Utah  it  has 
placed  fifty-four  mission  schools,  representing  $1,313,- 
181.  This  Church  has  seen  in  its  career  127  edu- 
cational institutions  rise  into  life,  directly  related  to 
the  denomination  of  which  your  are  a  part,  and  has 
had  her  share  in  contributing  $5,682,221  for  the  main- 
tenance of  this  great  work.  These  institutions  tonight 
are  among  the  creative  influences  that  are  shaping 
the  courses  of  our  great  western  empires. 

Not  long  ago,  about  noon  one  day,  I  stood  on  the 
beautiful  campus  of  one  of  these  western  colleges. 
Young  men  and  women  were  hurrying  towards  the 
chapel.  I  asked  the  reason.  "They  are  coming  to 
morning  prayers,"  was  the  reply.  Entering  the  old 
Finney  Church,  which  served  as  chapel,  I  sat  in  that 
company  of  1,600  young  people  with  their  instructors. 
The  atmosphere  of  the  place  was  healthy,  spiritual, 
uplifting.     The  singing  was  something  long  to  be  re- 
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membered.  A  few  steps  from  the  door  of  that  old 
chapel  stands  the  memorial  in  stone  erected  to  the 
memory  of  eleven  graduates  of  the  college  who,  as 
foreign  missionaries,  lost  their  lives  in  the  Boxer  re- 
bellion in  China.  Standing  there  in  front  of  that 
memorial,  with  the  voices  of  those  students  still  ring- 
ing in  my  ears,  I  said :  "  It  has  paid  to  found  Oberlin 
College.  The  Church  may  well  rejoice  in  whatever 
sacrifices  she  has  made  in  behalf  of  an  institution  like 
this." 

A  mass-meeting  was  held  not  long  ago  in  Turkey 
in  the  interests  of  the  new  movement  for  liberty 
which  has  just  amazed  the  civilized  world.  The  gov- 
ernor of  the  province  presided  over  the  assembly  of 
1,200  eager  and  earnest  men.  One  of  the  missionaries 
of  the  American  Board  stationed  in  that  town  thought 
he  would  drop  in  after  the  meeting  was  well  in  prog- 
ress to  hear  what  was  being  said.  He  slipped  quietly 
into  a  back  seat.  The  governor  saw  him  and  calling 
him  by  name  invited  him  to  the  platform,  and  then 
retaining  him  by  his  side,  said  to  the  audience :  ' '  The 
colleges  founded  by  the  Missionary  Society  repre- 
sented by  this  gentleman  have  done  more  than  any- 
thing else  to  bring  about  this  change  in  Turkey. ' ' 

The  great  Master  who  came  to  give  liberty  gives 
liberty  to  the  captive  mind  as  well  as  the  captive 
body.  He  who  stood  at  the  grave  of  Lazarus  and 
cried  as  he  came  forth  bound  in  grave  clothes,  ' '  Loose 
him  and  let  him  go,"  bids  the  church  to  "Unloose  the 
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bands  of  darkness,  superstition  and  prejudice  from 
the  minds  of  our  youth  that  they  may  be  free  to  run 
errands  of  mercy,  justice  and  peace. ' ' 


THE  CITY  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 


m 


By  Rev.  D.  W.  Waldron,  D.  D. 

E  COME  now  to  another  chapter  of  ancient  his- 
tory. We  have  been  told  that  on  the  27th  of 
February,  1809,  the  Park  Street  Church,  with  twenty- 
six  members,  commenced  its  history  in  the  home  of 
William  Thurston,  who  lived  on  Bowdoin  Street. 
This  meeting-house,  which,  with  the  land,  cost  about 
$71,000,  was  dedicated  on  the  10th  of  January,  1810. 
The  population  of  Boston  at  that  time  was  33,324. 
All  the  other  orthodox  trinitarian  churches  in  old 
Boston — the  Old  South,  Mt.  Vernon,  Central,  Shaw- 
mut,  and  Union — have  moved  from  their  original  lo- 
cations. Park  Street  meeting-house  alone  remaining 
on  its  original  site.  I  am  sure  it  is  the  wish  of  many 
that  the  King's  business  may  continue  to  be  done  for 
a  long  time  at  this  corner.  I  am  sure  I  also  express 
the  feelings  of  a  multitude  who  have  watched  the  in- 
creasing congregations  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Conrad  and  been  familiar  with  his  successful 
leadership  during  the  recent  simultaneous  campaign 
meetings  when  I  voice  our  desire  that  the  work  may 
go  forward  under  the  direction  of  the  present  pastor. 
I  think  I  may  address  to  you,  sir,  in  the  same  words 
that  were  addressed  to  Mr.  Smiley  at  a  conference  at 
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Mohonk,  when  one  said  to  him:  "We  may  well  hold 
you,  sir,  in  affection,  honor  and  reverence,  not  only 
as  a  leader  and  a  friend,  but  as  a  typical  good  Ameri- 
can citizen. ' '  And  we  may  add,  as  was  added  on  that 
occasion,  words  that  may  be  applied  to  you,  only 
changing  the  name : 
"But  bless  ye,  Dr.  Conrad!  May  you  live  a  thousan'  years, 

An'  may  we  live  a  thousan',  too — a  thousan'  less  a  day, 
For  we  shouldn't  like  to  be  on  earth  to  hear  you'd  passed 
away." 

Mr.  Drake,  in  his  "Landmarks,"  referring  to  Park 
Street  Church,  says:  "From  the  fervor  of  the  doc- 
trines preached  within  its  walls,  its  site  has  been 
known  as  Brimstone  Corner,  a  name  too  suggestive  to 
be  agreeable." 

I  am  not  sure  that  we  have  here  the  correct  reason 
for  the  name  so  long  applied  to  this  corner.  I  will 
tell  you  why  I  make  this  statement.  When  the  Park 
Street  Church  w^as  organized  in  1809  Hannah  Dana 
was  27  year  sold.  She  became  a  member  of  Park 
Street  Church  in  1827,  passing  away  in  1870,  at  the 
ripe  age  of  88  years.  Mrs.  Sylvia  S.  H.  Smith,  widow 
of  Erastus,  who  for  many  years  had  charge  of  a 
young  men's  class  in  this  Church,  from  which  many 
members  united  with  it,  and  who  has  occupied  the 
pew  where  she  sits  tonight  for  seventy-two  years, 
went  on  the  death  of  her  mother  to  live  with  her 
grandmother,  Hannah  Dana.  In  her  home  she  often 
heard  Mrs.  Dana  say  to  her,  and  to  those  who  visited 
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there,  that  the  reason  Park  Street  Church  site  was 
called  Brimstone  Corner  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
brimstone,  to  be  manufactured  into  powder  for  use 
in  the  w^ar  of  1812,  was  once  stored  in  the  basement 
of  the  meeting-house.  Until  I  find  as  positive  proof 
that  the  name  Brimstone  Corner  became  attached  to 
Park  Street  site  for  the  popular  reason  I  shall  be- 
lieve the  statement  of  jMrs.  Dana.  If  anybody  has 
proof  against  it  I  shall  be  happy  to  meet  such  a  person 
any  time  after  this  service. 

In  saying  this  I  am  not  apologizing  for  the  doc- 
trines that  have  been  held  by  this  Church.  For  the 
most  part  its  ministers  and  members  have  believed  in 
the  sinfulness  of  sin,  the  solemnities  of  eternity,  the 
realities  of  the  judgment  day  and  the  divine  mission 
and  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  They  have  be- 
lieved that  Christ  came  down  from  Heaven,  lived 
among  men  and  died  on  the  cross,  the  propitiation  for 
our  sins,  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins 
of  the  whole  w^orld ;  that  he  did  not  come  simply  to  be 
our  example  and  teacher.  There  have  been  a  great 
many  examples  and  teachers,  but  while  Christ  was  an 
example  and  teacher,  we  are  not  to  forget  that  He 
died  for  the  remission  of  sins  that  God  ''might  be 
just,  and  the  justifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Je- 
sus." None  need  feel  sensitive  because  the  name  of 
Brimstone  Corner  has  been  applied  to  this  site. 
Other  churches  have  had  special  appellations  applied 
to  them.  At  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  Park  Street 
Church  Dr.  L^nuan  Beecher,  in  delivering  a  message 
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of  good  will  from  his  son,  Henry  Ward,  said  that  his 
son,  Dr.  Edward  Beecher,  third  pastor  of  Park  Street 
Church,  was  the  author  of  the  words,  "Shivering  in 
the  wind, ' '  as  applied  to  the  Old  South  Church. 

Dr.  Blagden  replied  pleasantly  that  "it  sounded 
like  Dr.  Edward  Beecher,  for  he  remembered  hearing 
him  say,  'When  you  express  a  truth,  light  it  up  with 
a  metaphor,'  "  and  he  supposed  this  was  the  way  he 
used  the  words,  "shivering  in  the  wind."  I  do  not 
for  a  moment  suppose  that  by  the  expression,  "shiv- 
ering in  the  wind,"  attention  was  called  to  the  words 
of  the  Apostle,  "tossed  to  and  fro,  and  carried  about 
with  every  wind  of  doctrine. ' '  At  any  rate,  there  are 
now  in  Boston  thirty-two  other  orthodox  trinitarian 
churches,  and  I  suppose  each  church  and  pastor 
would  claim  to  be  as  sound  in  the  faith  as  the  Old 
South  Church  and  its  minister  today. 

We  have  heard  how,  in  1810,  this  Church  was  active 
in  the  organization  of  the  American  Board  of  For- 
eign Missions.  As  soon  as  that  Society  was  formed 
there  was  raised  the  cry,  "You  send  missionaries  to 
the  heathen  in  foreign  lands  and  leave  the  poor  to 
perish  at  your  very  doors. ' '  That  charge  was  as  false 
then  as  it  is  now,  but  in  order  to  silence  the  unjust 
criticism,  in  1816  the  City  Missionary  Society  of  Bos- 
ton was  formed,  and  a  missionary  was  appointed  to 
labor  among  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Boston,  which 
then  had  a  population  of  37,000.  The  Society  was 
organized  in  the  parlor  of  Charles  Cleveland.  Who 
was   Charles   Cleveland?     A  man  who  was  once  in 
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active  business,  but  afterwards  gave  himself  to  work 
among  the  poor,  and  who  passed  away  at  the  ripe  age 
of  99  years,  11  months  and  15  days.  AYhen  he  was 
99  years  old  a  gentleman  said  to  him,  "You  call  on 
me  when  you  are  a  hundred  years  old  and  I  will  give 
you  $100."  As  the  year  advanced  the  man  thought 
he  would  have  to  pay  the  money,  so  he  sent  for  Mr. 
Cleveland  and  said  to  him :  "  I  want  you  to  discount 
the  amount  I  offered  when  you  are  a  hundred  years 
old  50  per  cent.,  and  let  me  give  you  $50  now." 
"No,"  he  replied,  "I  can't  do  it.  I  hope  to  call  on 
you  when  I  am  a  hundred  years  old  and  get  the 
whole  $100. "  ]\Ir.  Cleveland  passed  away  a  few  days 
before  reaching  the  close  of  a  century,  but  if  any  one 
of  you  feel  disposed  to  say  that  you  will  give  me  $100 
or  $10,000  when  I  am  a  hundred  years  old,  I  would 
a  good  deal  rather  discount  it  50  per  cent,  and  receive 
the  amount  now. 

Of  those  who  gathered  in  the  home  of  Mr.  Cleve- 
land to  form  the  City  Missionary  Society,  six  gentle- 
men were  members  of  the  Park  Street  Church:  Jo- 
siah  Bumstead,  Elnathan  Duren,  Henry  Homes,  John 
C.  Proctor,  William  Thurston,  and  Aaron  Woodbury. 

Rev.  Joshua  Huntington,  pastor  of  the  Old  South 
Church,  was  chosen  president,  and  William  Thurston, 
in  whose  house  Park  Street  Church  was  organized, 
vice  president.  Of  the  nineteen  gentlemen  who  have 
served  in  the  honorable  position  of  president  of  the 
City  Missionary  Society,  six  have  been  members  of  the 
Park  Street  Church,  viz. :  Samuel  Hubbard,  John  C. 
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Proctor,  Julius  A.  Palmer,  William  T.  Eustis,  Ezra 
Farnsworth,  and  Daniel  Safford. 

Rev.  A.  L.  Stone,  D.  D.,  was  Secretary  of  the  City 
Missionary  Society  for  several  years.  His  reports 
were  models  and  put  to  shame  the  representation  of 
the  work  by  the  present  secretary.  The  men  of  the 
early  days  were  foresighted  and  wise.  They  said: 
*'We  will  have  the  annual  collection  for  the  American 
Board  taken  in  January.  We  will  not  have  any  col- 
lections in  the  churches  in  February.  Then  in  ]\Iarch 
the  annual  contributions  for  the  City  Missionary  So- 
ciety shall  be  received. ' ' 

During  the  century  Park  Street  Church  has  con- 
tributed more  than  $100,000  in  maintaining  the  work 
of  this  Society  and  in  supporting  branch  and  mission 
Sunday  Schools.  When  the  City  Missionary  Society 
was  organized  its  work  was  largely  to  aid  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  Sunday  Schools.  There  were  only  three 
Sunday  Schools  in  the  town  at  that  time,  the  school 
connected  with  Christ  Church,  the  Unitarian  School 
at  the  West  End,  and  the  school  now  connected  with 
the  First  Baptist  Church  on  the  Back  Bay.  There 
was  no  school  in  connection  with  the  Old  South 
Church,  and  the  Park  Street  Church  School  was  not 
organized  till  1829.  Today  more  than  220  Sunday 
Schools  in  this  city  open  their  doors  each  Sunday 
that  the  people  may  meet  for  Bible  study.  If  you 
visit  the  wage-earning  and  poorer  classes  of  our  peo- 
ple you  will  not  find  in  one  hundred  Protestant  fam- 
ilies more  than  six  children  of  school  age,  on  the  aver- 
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age,  that  are  not  connected  with  some  Sunday  School. 
While  the  children  are  thus  well  provided  for,  there 
are  others  among  us  who,  if  not  children  in  years,  are 
children  in  secular  knowledge  and  in  understanding 
of  the  Scriptures.  To  teach  these  is  the  special  work 
of  the  churches  and  of  the  City  Missionary  Society 
at  the  present  time,  and  is  illustrated  by  what  is  being 
now  done.  Come  to  Park  Street  Church  Sunday 
School  next  Sunday  noon  and  you  will  find  perhaps 
more  than  twenty-five  Greeks  gathered  there,  who 
have  been  brought  in  and  kept  in  the  School  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  Miss  Anderson,  our  missionary 
in  the  West  End.  Go  in  the  afternoon  to  Pilgrim 
Hall  and  there  you  will  find  sixty  or  more  Chinese, 
whose  School  is  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Harriette 
Carter,  who  was  the  pioneer  in  work  among  the  Chi- 
nese of  Boston.  Twelve  of  the  number  will  be  little 
children.  All  are  being  taught  to  read  and  to  love 
and  serve  the  only  living  and  true  God.  Many  of  the 
pupils  in  the  School  have  returned  to  their  native 
land,  where  they  are  laboring  for  the  educational  and 
religious  uplift  of  China.  Others  are  still  among  us 
and  are  maintaining  a  Christian  character.  Go  to 
Hope  Chapel,  on  Shawmut  Street,  and  there  you 
will  find  work  being  done  for  the  Albanians,  a  new 
and  most  interesting  class  inviting  Christian  sympa- 
thy and  effort.  I  very  well  know  that  there  are  those 
who  do  not  like  to  have  these  people  gather  in  our 
churches.  They  are  afraid  that  they  will  make  it  too 
hard  to  maintain  the  cleanliness  of  our  houses  of  wor- 
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ship.  This  objection,  I  am  sure,  would  be  removed 
if  they  had  for  sexton  Mr.  Bruce  of  this  Church,  and 
would  supply  him  with  a  vacuum  carpet  sweeper.  I 
am  sure  it  would  be  a  good  contribution  to  the  cause 
of  city  evangelization  if  my  friend  could  go  about  and 
show  the  people  what  his  carpet  sweeper  will  do.  I 
pressed  my  foot  against  the  carpet  in  the  vestry  and 
in  this  audience  room  in  several  places  yesterday  and 
not  a  particle  of  dust  appeared.  All  honor  to  Mr. 
Bruce,  who  keeps  this  beautiful  house  of  worship  in 
such  a  tidy  and  cleanly  condition. 

I  am  very  happy  on  this  Centennial  occasion  to 
bring  to  the  Park  Street  Church  the  greetings  of  the 
City  ]\Iissionary  Society,  venerable  in  years  but  mani- 
festing the  activities  of  youth.  I  offer  as  a  fitting 
motto  for  this  Church  and  for  the  City  Missionary 
Society  as  we  go  forth  together  into  a  new  century. 
Forward  to  future  achievements. 

A  word  more  and  I  will  close.  As  in  recent  years  I 
have  stood  from  time  to  time  outside  this  meeting- 
house and  heard  the  trumpets  from  yonder  tower 
sound  out — 

"My  country,  'tis  of  Thee, 
Sweet  land  of  liberty, 
Of  Thee  I  sing." 

*'The  Star-Spangled  Banner,"  ''Praise  God  From 
Whom  All  Blessings  Flow,"  and  other  music,  I  have 
been  reminded  of  the  description  in  one  of  Bunyan's 
stories.  I  refer  to  "Valiant-for-the-Truth."  For  the 
most  part  the  ministers  and  members  of  Park  Street 
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Church  are  well  described,  by  that  character.  I  must 
not  detain  you  to  develop  the  similarity.  You  recall 
that  at  length  "  Valiant-f or-the-Truth "  was  taken 
with  a  summons  and  had  this  for  a  token  that  the 
summons  was  true,  That  his  pitcher  was  hroken  at  the 
fountain.  When  he  understood  it  he  called  for  his 
friends  and  told  them  of  it.  Then,  said  he:  ''  'I  am 
going  to  my  Father's,  and  tho'  with  great  difficulty  I 
am  got  hither,  yet  now  I  do  not  repent  me  of  all  the 
trouble  I  have  been  at  to  arrive  where  I  am.  My 
Sword  I  give  to  him  that  shall  succeed  me  in  my  Pil- 
grimage, and  my  Courage  to  him  that  can  get  it.  My 
marks  and  scars  I  carry  with  me,  to  be  a  witness  for 
me,  that  I  have  fought  His  battles,  who  now  will  be 
my  Eewarder.'  When  the  day  that  he  must  go  hence 
was  come,  many  accompanied  him  to  the  river  side, 
into  which  as  he  went,  he  said,  'Death,  where  is  thy 
sting?'  And  as  he  went  down  deeper,  he  said,  ^ Grave 
where  is  thy  victory  T  So  he  passed  over,  and  all  the 
trumpets  sounded  for  him  on  the  other  side. ' ' 

So  when  you,  who  have  been  valiant  for  the  truth, 
shall  have  closed  poor  earthly  battles,  and  shall  have 
met  triumphantly  the  last  great  conflict  in  the  dying 
hour,  you  will  come  up  without  spot  or  blemish  or 
any  such  thing,  to  see  the  King  in  His  beauty,  to  sing 
the  new  song  unto  Him,  unto  Him,  unto  Him,  who 
loved  us  and  washed  us  in  His  blood.  And  all  the 
trumpets  shall  sound  for  you  on  the  other  side.  For 
that  day  may  the  Lord  prepare  us  and  to  Him  be  end- 
less praise.    Amen  and  Amen. 


PARK  STREET  CHURCH  AND 
TEMPERANCE  REFORMS 


By  J.  B.  Lewis,  Esq. 

( Stenographically    Reported. ) 

SWILL  briefly  speak  of  the  principal  incidents  in 
the  hundred  years  of  the  past.  The  first  absti- 
nence society  that  was  ever  founded  in  modern  times 
was  twenty  years  of  age  when  Park  Street  Church 
was  born.  The  pledge  of  that  society  read  that  "No 
member  shall  drink  rum,  whiskey  or  wine  except  at 
public  dinners  under  penalty  of  25  cents ;  no  member 
shall  be  intoxicated  except  by  a  penalty  of  50  cents.'' 
At  that  time  we  were  the  most  drunken  nation  on 
earth.  One  in  every  twenty  of  the  men,  women  and 
children  of  this  nation  were  drunkards,  and  morality 
was  at  the  lowest  possible  ebb.  In  1814  Samuel  Dex- 
ter, LL.  D.,  then  Secretary  of  War,  said  that  leaving 
out  all  the  slaves,  all  children  and  all  those  who  did 
not  drink  much,  that  every  one  of  those  remain- 
ing drank  ten  gallons  each  during  the  year.  We  were 
not  making  hard  liquors  in  those  days  so  that  it  meant 
they  drank  ten  gallons  of  distilled  spirits,  whisky,  gin, 
brandy.  Today  the  records  state  that  we  drink 
1  6/10  gallons.  In  those  days  intoxicating  drink  was 
the  universal  panacea  for  everything.    So  lightly  was 
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drunkenness  regarded  that  occasional  drunkenness  by 
the  minister  did  not  disqualify  him  for  his  sacred  of- 
fice, and  at  birth,  at  marriage,  at  death,  at  the  dedica- 
tion, at  the  court,  the  jury,  the  judge,  the  lawyer,  the 
farmer,  the  mechanic,  everywhere  strong  drink  was 
an  essential. 

The  first  total  abstinence  society  ever  formed  in 
this  nation  was  in  1836,  the  American  Temperance 
Union,  from  which  the  logical  and  legal  successor  is 
the  National  Temperance  Society,  probably  the  larg- 
est in  the  United  States  today,  and  of  which  the  So- 
ciety that  I  represent  is  an  offshoot,  and  I  owe  it  to 
Park  Street  Church  that  the  leader  of  my  Executive 
Board  is  your  honored  pastor. 

The  tidal  wave  of  the  Washingtonian  movement 
came  to  us  in  1840  when  600,000  drunkards  were  in- 
duced to  leave  their  cups  and  lead  a  sober  life.  Among 
them  was  that  whole-souled  leader,  John  B.  Gough. 
In  1849  came  Father  Matthew,  and  he  gave  the  initial 
movement  to  the  Roman  church.  In  1851  Neil  Dow 
gave  to  Maine  total  prohibition.  This  was  followed 
by  other  states  in  quick  succession,  until  in  1855  we 
had  thirty-one  states  in  this  Union,  fourteen  of  which 
were  absolute  prohibition  states,  and  all  the  rest  were 
under  strong  local  option  movements.  Yet  this  mira- 
cle of  reality  and  prospect  was  crucified  in  the  Civil 
War. 

In  1869  came  the  Prohibition  party,  who  then  as 
now,  stood  for  the  prohibition  of  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  intoxicating:  drink.     In  1873  came  the  Wo- 
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man's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  led  by  that  queen 
of  women,  Frances  E.  Williard,  and  today  that  organ- 
ization is  the  largest  temperance  organization  in  the 
world,  and  there  is  no  other  organization  that  has 
done  as  much  for  the  purity  and  the  lifting  up  of 
humanity  as  this  grand  organization  of  women. 

From  the  internal  revenue  report  you  will  learn  the 
history  of  the  drink  traffic  in  our  country  from  1850 
until  now.  In  1850  there  were  used  in  the  United 
States  five  gallons  of  intoxicating  drink  per  capita; 
in  1860  it  had  increased  to  six  gallons  and  it  has  been 
a  steady  increase  from  then  until  now  in  1908,  it 
is  twenty-three  gallons  of  intoxicating  drink  for 
every  man,  woman  and  child  in  this  country,  and 
while  we  are  having  this  wave  of  temperance  all  over 
our  land,  still  the  internal  revenue  report  states  that 
in  1908  there  were  issued  640  more  retail  liquor  dealer 
licenses  than  ever  before  in  our  country. 

The  history  of  the  drink  traffic  is  one  long  story  of 
crime,  insanity,  pauperism  and  misery,  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  mind  to  grasp,  and  today  we  are 
facing  the  most  gigantic,  the  most  versatile,  the  most 
powerful  combination  that  any  people  have  ever  been 
called  upon  to  wage  a  warfare  against,  and  they  stand 
before  us  with  unlimited  means  and  the  best  brains 
that  money  can  get.  They  are  organized  perfectly, 
under  skilled  leaders  and  they  are  not  fettered  by  any 
qualms  of  conscience.  As  we  step  over  the  threshold 
of  this  hundred  years,  shall  we  not  in  this  Church 
form  an  organization  that  shall  go  out  and  lift  up 
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men,  and  shall  destroy  that  which  is  against  God, 
against  home  and  country^  I  cannot  tell  you  the 
names  of  the  men  and  women,  officers  of  this  Chnrch, 
who  have  gone  out  to  help  humanity  by  killing  the 
saloon,  but  I  know  of  the  boundless  sympathy  shown 
and  I  know  this  Church  has  mightily  helped  the  cause, 
and  may  it  go  on  and  on  in  aiding  the  temperance 
cause  until  the  curse  of  intemperance  shall  disappear. 


Rev.  I.  J.  Lansing.  D.D 


THE  CHURCH  IN  RELATION  TO   CIVIC,   SO- 
CIAL AND  RELIGIOUS  PROGRESS 


By  Dr.  I.  J.  Lansing. 

( Stenographically    Reported. ) 

NEVER,  save  on  one  occasion,  have  I  undertaken 
to  address  any  audience  at  an  hour  as  late  as 
this.  You  are  surfeited  already  with  extraordinary 
speeches,  both  in  quality  and  quantity.  The  topic  as- 
signed to  me  I  did  not  see  until  Sunday  morning,  but 
I  have  given  it  great  deliberation  in  order  that  it 
might  not  suffer  at  my  hands  or  my  lips. 

As  the  government  standardizes  measures  of  all 
kinds  and  has  a  standard  yard,  a  standard  gallon,  a 
standard  bushel,  and  as  colleges  standardize  their 
courses,  and  secondary  schools  are  standardizing  theirs, 
and  as  the  government  has  a  standard  of  men  who 
can  be  received  in  the  army  and  navy  and  other  men 
who  can  be  received  through  the  civil  examinations 
into  their  forces  under  the  government's  direction 
and  care,  so  it  is  pre-eminently  important  that  we 
should  have  a  standard  of  morals,  of  spiritual  life, 
without  which  we  should  not  know  whether  we  had 
any  morals  or  any  spiritual  life.  And  I  was  going 
to  say,  for  I  am  only  giving  you  the  merest  suggestion 
of  what  I  had  in  mind,  that  the  topic  given  me  was 
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''Progress  and  the  Church,"  and  that  progress  could 
only  be  determined  by  a  standard,  and  that  we  should 
not  know  whether  we  were  going  in  the  right  direc- 
tion or  the  wrong  unless  we  had  a  definite  goal.  As 
the  ships  of  the  nation  have  sailed  around  the  world 
knowing  where  they  were  going,  but  bending  their 
prows  toward  their  destination  in  the  homeland  from 
which  they  started,  so  all  true  progress  of  all  souls, 
individually  or  jointly,  must  be  measured  by  a  stand- 
ard divinely  given  and  by  a  goal  divinely  appointed. 
"We  do  not  make  progress  by  drifting.  We  do  not 
make  progress  by  guessing  at  the  place  where  we  are, 
but  progress  must  be  made  along  the  great  meridians 
of  God's  choosing  or  ordering,  or  else  we  are  not  cer- 
tain at  all  whether  we  are  going  ahead,  or  zigzag,  or 
backward. 

And  in  this  connection,  for  personal  life  we  have 
to  have  a  standard  which  the  church  is  the  agency  for 
furnishing.  The  standards  of  life  are  divinely  given 
and  must  be  from  the  mouth  of  God,  whether  we  are 
speaking  of  individual  character  or  conduct,  whether 
we  have  in  mind  philanthropies,  economics,  civics  or 
whatsoever  we  must  know  from  the  highest  source  the 
line  of  our  personal  life  in  order  that  we  may  make 
progress  or  reach  a  goal,  and  this  the  church  must 
teach. 

The  law  of  the  physical  life  which  we  find  here  we 
did  not  make  and  we  dare  not  break.  There  is  no  law 
of  your  physical  life  that  you  can  repeal,  however 
you  think  about  it,  and  when  you  study  yourself,  you 
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realize  that  God  made  these  laws  before  you  were 
born  and  they  are  to  be  kept  and  you  must  keep  them. 

The  laws  of  mind,  these  laws  are  the  invincible  de- 
termination of  the  Divine  Being,  not  made  by  legisla- 
tors or  by  academies,  or  by  faculties;  these  laws 
are  and  will  forever  be,  and  if  you  have  mental  prog- 
ress you  must  have  it  along  the  divinely  appointed 
lines. 

The  same  thing  is  true  of  the  moral  life.  Morals 
are  not  a  concensus  of  the  opinion  of  the  people  who 
happen  to  live  where  you  do  and  when  you  do,  but 
morals  are  the  invincible  rules  of  righteousness  and 
appointed  by  God.  No  Congress  in  the  world  could 
legislate  that  lying  was  right  and  make  it  so.  You 
cannot  change  the  law  of  God  by  your  life.  It  is 
given  to  keep  and  not  to  change. 

In  the  spiritual  life  the  same  thing  is  true,  and  all 
progress  must  be  made  for  the  individual  along  the 
lines  of  God's  determination  and  the  only  agent  that 
I  know  which  teaches  those  lines  is  the  church  of  the 
living  God.  I  know  there  are  schools  and  colleges  that 
teach  many  most  excellent  things,  but  I  do  not  know 
of  any  school  or  college  whose  principal  teaching  is 
the  law  of  the  spiritual  life,  or  the  law  of  the  moral 
life,  or  the  goal  of  either,  and,  therefore,  our  depend- 
ence is  upon  the  church  as  the  teacher,  upon  God  as 
the  author,  and  anything  that  can  count  for  progress. 
Sometimes  we  go  at  reform  with  a  vengeance  for  a 
long  time  and  find  at  the  end  of  that  time  and  at  the 
end  of  that  earnestness  we  haven't  advanced  a  step. 
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That  is  a  very  common  thing  in  the  practice  of  men, 
and  you  and  I  have  known  a  multitude  of  people  Avho 
are  farther  back  than  they  were  ten  or  twenty  years 
ago  in  their  moral  and  spiritual  life,  and  they  know 
it.  They  are  the  people  who  shoot  their  heads  off  be- 
cause they  haven't  the  courage  to  live.  They  don't 
begin  to  be  as  far  along  in  the  line  of  advance  as  they 
were  when  they  started  in  their  childhood.  So  the 
church  of  God  has  a  reason  for  existence  and  a  very 
great  responsibility  in  standardizing  personal  life  by 
the  authority  of  the  great  God. 

We  turn  to  the  civic  life  and  we  find  the  very  same 
thing.  The  great  and  good  man  who  has  been  leading 
in  your  evangelistic  work  got  a  thousand,  or  two  or 
three  thousand,  men  who  promised  to  make  a  better 
Boston,  but  unless  you  know  what  better  is  you  can 
not  ever  have  a  better  Boston  or  anything  else.  And 
what  is  it  ? 

The  great  thing  of  all  things  in  undertaking  the 
line  of  progress  for  a  city,  or  a  town,  or  a  state,  or  a 
nation,  the  great  thing  of  all  things  is  to  know  where 
you  wish  to  go  and  where  you  are  to  land,  and  some- 
body must  point  the  way  and  somebody  must  teach 
the  method.  The  greatest  factor  that  I  notice  in  the 
failure  of  reform  is  that  people  don 't  know  what  they 
want.  A  civic  reform  starts  and  will  rise  just  as  high 
and  no  higher  than  the  standards  of  the  people  who 
are  in  it,  and  you  find  a  great  mass  of  them  have  no 
standard  more  than  a  little  gain,  and  when  they  have 
made  it,  they  fall  back,  just  at  the  point  where  great 
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victory  might  be  won.  The  most  dangerous  thing  in 
life  is  victory  not  used. 

We  start  off  in  civic  life.  We  say  now  the  saloons 
are  selling  on  Sunday  and  we'll  stop  them.  But  the 
prominent  people  who  own  the  saloons  interpose  their 
objection.  We  find  the  lawyers  who  are  counsel  for 
those  estates  interpose  their  objection,  and  so  from  a 
hundred  places,  unexpectedly,  there  spring  up  people 
who  don't  want  the  refonn  because  the  reform  is 
going  to  take  away  from  them  some  of  their  selfish 
opportunities  for  gain. 

When  Spreckels  started  out  in  San  Francisco  he 
said  that  he  wanted  a  committee  of  a  hundred,  but  he 
couldn't  get  it.  Then  he  called  for  fifty,  but  he 
couldn't  find  that  many  who  were  not  in  it.  They 
were  business  men  who  were  in  the  great  scheme. 
Then  he  said,  let  us  have  a  committee  of  ten,  and 
they  couldn't  find  ten.  Finally  he  said  we  will  have 
two.  One  man  that  has  a  definite  sense  of  what  prog- 
ress is  and  is  willing  to  be  right  himself,  will  do  more 
to  give  you  civic  betterment  than  a  hundred,  or  a 
thousand,  or  ten  thousand,  who  are  satisfied  to  take 
one  little  step  forward  and  as  soon  as  the  reform 
comes  upon  them  and  touches  them,  don't  want  any- 
thing more  done. 

The  only  way,  then,  for  civic  progress  is  that  we 
shall  have  the  church  set  the  standard  of  what  a  so- 
ciety called  a  civic  society  ought  to  be.  And  what  is 
that?  You  have  heard  it  a  thousand  times  from  this 
pulpit  and  you  will  hear  it  a  thousand  times  again. 
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It  is  this:  "Thy  kingdom  come."  What  does  that 
mean?  It  means  that  the  loyal  soul  that  prays  it 
obeys  it,  and  makes  one  and  undertakes  to  get  other 
loyal  souls  to  pray  it  and  obey  it,  and  that  makes 
more,  and  his  ideal  is  more  and  more  of  the  rule  of 
Jesus  Christ.  And  that  is  the  only  civic  reform  that 
in  the  end  is  worth  anything. 

Suppose  you  take  economic  reform.  How  are  we 
going  to  save  waste?  How  are  we  going  to  equalize 
conditions!  How  are  we  going  to  avoid  excessive 
wealth  on  the  one  hand  and  poverty  on  the  other? 
The  church  of  God  has  got  to  teach  people  what  the 
true  law  of  economic  progress  is.  You  notice  that 
just  now  we  are  singularly  awake.  The  president, 
who  pictures  it  in  his  last  message  to  Congress,  the 
like  of  it  was  never  known,  the  pictures  of  a  wasted 
North  China.  Just  as  the  great  states  of  the  West 
are  being  wasted,  and  this  was  the  cry :  ' '  Let  us  save 
our  land  from  the  fate  of  the  Euphrates  Valley,  from 
the  fate  of  North  China."  How  are  we  wasting?  By 
being  selfish.  We  are  trying  to  get  it  all  now  and 
have  no  thought  of  posterity.  The  Son  of  Man  who 
came  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost,  came  to 
seek  and  save  men  from  the  waste  which  is  charac- 
teristic of  the  misuse  of  their  powers  and  not  merely 
in  the  great  beyond,  but  in  the  ' '  great  today, ' '  to  save 
those  who  are  wasting  their  lives,  their  substance  and 
their  opportunity,  and  the  great  law  of  economics  is 
the  law  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  pulpits  have  got  to 
teach  it  and  teach  it  most  clearly  and  plainly,  namely, 
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this:  ''Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God."  What  do 
you  want  ?  I  want  food,  I  want  clothing,  I  want  shel- 
ter, I  want  wealth.  All  right;  want  it,  want  it  just 
as  much  as  you  please,  but:  "Seek  ye  first  the  king- 
dom of  God  and  His  righteousness."  As  R.  A.  Tor- 
rey  says:  "Get  right  with  God  and  stay  right  with 
God. ' '  Then  all  the  wealth  you  have  of  every  sort  is 
sure  to  be  well  used.  You  may  have  little,  you  may 
have  much,  but  the  great  law  of  economics  is  "seek 
ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness," 
and  there  is  no  economic  progress  outside  of  that. 
First,  the  kingdom  of  God,  after  that,  all  the  rest  of 
them  will  come,  for  don't  you  know  that  if  the  vices 
which  waste  us  were  not  existent,  if  we  had  religion 
instead  of  vice,  if  instead  of  wasting  the  thousands 
and  millions  and  more  on  liquors  and  the  enormous 
amount  on  the  social  vice ;  if  we  had  virtue  instead  of 
those  vices,  there  would  be  wealth  enough  for  every- 
body, more  than  enough,  and  this  would  be  a  world 
of  plenty.  Who  will  teach  it?  Not  your  political 
economist,  nor  your  socialist,  but  your  church  of 
Jesus  Christ  that  believes  in  Heaven  and  morality, 
has  got  to  tell  the  world  that  the  law  of  progress  is 
the  law  of  obedience  to  Jesus  Christ. 

The  other  thought  I  had  in  mind  to  give  was  this : 
Dr.  Conrad  wished  me  to  speak  of  religious  progress 
as  well  as  progress  in  the  individual  and  in  the  social 
status  of  men.  Religious  progress  is,  of  course,  both 
individual  and  social,  but  there  is  a  thought  about  it 
that  I  could  not  leave  out  from  this  of  all  occasions, 


214  PARK  STREET  CHURCH  CENTENNIAL 

when  the  glory  of  a  hundred  years  is  mingling  with 
the  shadows  of  a  hundred  years.  By  religious  prog- 
ress I  do  not  mean  that  the  Christian  religion  will 
ever  be  better  than  it  is  now.  It  is  as  good  as  it  can 
be  or  will  ever  be.  The  New  Testament  life,  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Word  is  the  mark  of  a  true  Christianity. 
This  makes  the  Christian  life  and  the  Christian  creed 
and  the  Christian  Gospel  the  perfect  religion  today, 
and  they  who  stand  here  one  hundred  years  from  now 
will  have  no  better  religion  than  you  have  today  and 
that  I  have  today.  They  will  live  it  well,  I  hope, 
maybe  better  than  we,  but  I  doubt  it;  for  one  thing  I 
notice,  the  foremost  conceit  is  that  which  always 
makes  every  nation  and  every  generation  think  of 
itself  more  highly  than  it  ought  to  think.  Conceit  is 
the  characteristic  of  men.  But  what  I  mean  by  relig- 
ious progress  is  this,  the  progress  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion until  its  mighty  influence  becomes  universal. 
Who  has  done  it?  There  is  only  one  answer.  The 
church  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  know  it,  and  so  do  you. 
You  and  I  are  the  church,  and  how  imperfect  we  are, 
but  take  it  as  we  are,  we  are  the  most  useful  people  on 
earth.  The  religious  life,  the  Christian  life  of  the 
world,  depends  for  its  progress  on  the  church  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Christian  friends,  I  have  never 
been  ashamed  of  the  Church  of  God.  I  might  be  if  I 
compared  it  with  my  ideals,  but  when  I  compare  it 
with  all  the  other  institutions  of  human  society  and  all 
the  other  conditions  of  human  life,  I  see  that  it  is  the 
chief  among  them  all,  more  of  the  glory  of  God  on  its 
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trailing  skirts  than  on  the  crowns  on  all  of  the  other 
institutions  in  the  world. 

I  think  that  religious  progress  depends  altogether 
upon  the  church  as  a  general  proprietor,  giving  forth 
the  Gospel,  and  how  wide  that  thought  is.  Have  you 
ever  thought  that  the  progress  of  the  entire  world  is 
to  be  standardized  by  the  Christian  church  and  is  be- 
ing so  standardized?  Don't  you  remember  that  once 
when  in  your  city  of  Boston — I  claim  it  with  you — 
how  Booker  Washington  said:  ''When  you  gave  the 
black  man  the  alphabet,  you  opened  to  him  the  gate  of 
all  the  future  and  you  can  never  take  it  back ' '  ?  This 
great  black  race,  the  great  yellow  race,  the  great 
brown  race,  and  all  of  them,  see  their  goal,  not  merely 
in  the  alphabet,  but  the  alphabet  as  related  to  the 
Christian  Gospel,  and  once  there  be  put  alongside  a 
man  or  a  community  a  standard  like  the  Christian 
standard,  they  will  never  forget  it,  and  they  will 
never  rise  until  they  get  to  it.  All  over  the  world  the 
standard  has  been  raised.  They  never  will  be  satisfied 
unless  the  church  of  the  coming  time  more  than  the 
church  of  the  past  is  going  to  be  a  church  that  sends 
out  its  best,  its  noblest  with  the  true  ideal  of  progress 
which  came  down  from  Heaven,  telling  men  how  to 
live  in  this  life.    Let  us  think  of  it  and  our  part  in  it. 

I  think  I  see  the  King  of  all  progress,  which  Sleeper 
saw  standing  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  the  great  Cap- 
tain of  our  salvation,  urging  on  those  who  represent 
Him  in  this  world,  having  shed  forth  His  spirit  that 
makes  ten  thousand,  ten  millions  like  Him,  and  will 
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make  more  like  Him,  and  as  I  look  at  the  van  of  the 
world  and  anticipate  conditions,  I  think  I  see  in  that 
van  of  Progress  a  white  flag  with  a  red  cross,  the 
cross  is  the  blood  of  sacrifice,  the  white  is  purity, 
peace  and  benevolence.  The  staff  which  holds  up  that 
flag  is  the  invincible  and  glorious  Word  of  God,  the 
hand  that  grasps  that  standard  is  the  hand  of  the 
leaders  of  the  church,  and  around  it  are  grouped  all 
the  followers  of  the  church  to  whom  it  leads  to  eter- 
nal peace  and  heaven. 


PROGRAM  OF  CENTENNIAL 
BANQUET 


FORD   HALL 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  3,  1909. 

Reception,  5  :30  to  6  :30 — Dinner,  6  :30. 

D.  Chauncey  Brewer,  Esq.,  Toastmaster 

Rev.  John  L.  Withrow,  D.  D.,  Invocation 

Rev.  a.  Z.  Conrad,  D.  D.,  Greeting  to  Invited  Guests 

Responses  by  Former  Pastors 

Rev.  I.  J.  Lansing,  D.  D. 

Rev.  David  Gregg,  D.  D. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL  GREETINGS 
Rev.  George  A.  Gordon,  D.  D. 

(Representing  Old  South  Church.) 

Rev.  Arthur  Little,  D.  D. 

(Representing  Congregational  Denomination.) 

Rev.  0.  P.  GiFFORD,  D.  D. 

(Representing  Baptist  Denomination.) 

Rev.  Albert  B.  Shields. 

(Representing  Episcopal  Denomination.) 

Rev.  Herbert  A.  Manchester,  D.  D. 

(Representing   Presbyterian   Denomination.) 
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Bishop  Willard  F.  ]\Iallalieu 

(Representing  Methodist  Denomination.) 

Rev.  Samuel  ]\I.  Crothers,  D.  D. 

(Representing  Unitarian  Denomination.) 

Rev.  John  Evans 

(Representing  Universalist  Denomination.) 

Rev.  a.  E.  Dunning,  D.  D. 

(Representing  The  Congregationalist.) 

Rev.  Horace  Bumstead,  of  Atlanta  University 


PARK  STREET  ORGANIST  AND  QUARTETTE 

E.  Cutter,  Jr.,  Organist  and  Director. 

Mrs.  Caroline  Gardner-Bartlett 

Mrs.  Dorothy  McTaggart  Miller 

F.  Paul  Welsch  Richard  Roy  Lamont 

Assisted  by  Rice's  Orchestra 


CENTENNIAL  BANQUET 


/J\X  THE  evening'  of  ]\Iarch  3d  four  hundred  people 
Vil/  convened  in  Ford  Hall  for  the  Centennial  Ban- 
quet, with  which  the  Centennial  Celebration  was  to 
conclude.  For  one  hour  the  large  reception  hall  was 
occupied  with  social  interchange  and  a  reunion  of 
former  members.  Scores  of  people  from  other 
churches  of  Boston,  who  had  at  one  time  been  con- 
nected with  Park  Street,  were  present  to  offer  con- 
gratulations. 

In  the  dining  hall,  beautifully  decorated  tables, 
with  an  elegant  souvenir  menu  at  each  plate,  invited 
the  guests  to  a  splendid  dinner  arranged  for  by  the 
committee  in  charge.  Music  was  discoursed  by  Rice's 
Orchestra  during  the  dinner. 

Following  the  dinner,  D.  Chauncey  Brewer,  Esq., 
who  was  chairman  and  toastmaster,  announced  selec- 
tions from  the  Park  Street  Choir,  after  which  he  felic- 
itously expressed  the  gratification  of  the  pastors  and 
officers  of  Park  Street  Church  that  so  many  members 
of  the  Church  and  so  large  a  number  of  friends  and 
guests  had  assembled  for  the  concluding  feast. 
Among  those  present  at  the  guest  tables,  in  addition 
to  the  speakers  and  their  wives,  were  Rev.  and  ^Irs. 
John   Hopkins   Denison,   Rev.   Dr.   and  Mrs.   A.   A. 
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Eerie,  Rev.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ambrose  Vernon,  Rev.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  George  L.  Cady,  Rev.  J.  L.  Campbell. 

Mr.  Brewer  tben  introduced  as  the  first  speaker  of 
the  evening  Dr.  Conrad,  the  pastor  of  the  Church. 
He  said: 

''Dr.  Conrad  is  the  eleventh  pastor  of  Park  Street 
Church — eleventh  of  the  first  century  and  the  first 
of  the  second.  I  want  to  say  to  those  w^ho  may  not 
know  Dr.  Conrad  that  he  is  a  man  of  big  heart  and 
brain,  and  he  has  an  uplift  to  his  shoulders  equal  to 
every  responsibility. 

Dr.  Conrad  :  Mr.  Chairman,  Members  of  the  Park 
Street  Church  and  Friends:  We  count  ourselves 
highly  honored  as  a  Church  in  having  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  interested  friends  and  so  many  former  mem- 
bers of  our  Church  with  us  tonight.  You  come  to 
felicitate  with  us  and  to  offer  your  congratulations, 
which  we  most  gladly  receive.  We  are  further  hon- 
ored in  the  presence  of  many  distinguished  guests, 
who  have  set  aside  other  duties  and  turned  from 
pressing  tasks  to  do  us  the  favor  of  bringing  us  a  mes- 
sage of  fellowship,  adding  to  the  cheer  and  the  happi- 
ness of  this  important  occasion.  We  have  with  us 
representatives  of  the  various  denominations,  indi- 
cating by  their  presence  the  breadth  of  sympathy 
which  obtains  in  Boston  today. 

We  are  mutually  dependent.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  absolute  independency.  No  man  liveth  to 
himself;  no  more  can  a  church  or  a  denomination. 
Fellowship  is  essential  to  social  wisdom.     No  church 
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stands  or  falls  alone.  Extreme  independency  tends  to 
a  fatal  isolation.  We  need  fullest  co-operation  and 
sympathetic  inter-relation.  Only  in  the  spirit  of  a 
broad  charity,  a  sincere  sympathy,  and  a  widely  ex- 
tended fellowship  can  the  religious  forces  of  Boston 
fulfil  destiny  and  duty. 

Park  Street  Church  stands  for  certain  well-defined 
things.  But  Park  Street  Church  yields  to  none  in 
breadth  of  vision,  sweep  of  sympathetic  toleration, 
and  a  comprehensive  fellowship  with  all  who  seek  the 
elevation  of  humanity  to  the  higher  levels  of  think- 
ing and  doing.  Three  and  one-half  years  of  ministry 
in  the  city  of  Boston  have  sufficed  to  impress  me  with 
the  excellence  of  our  city.  We  may  be  pardoned  for 
a  pride  in  the  attractions  of  the  city  in  which  we  live 
and  work.  Its  intellectual  and  spiritual  atmosphere 
is  conducive  to  the  best  thinking  and  to  the  most 
Christ-like  doing.  If  we  fail  here  we  would  fail  any- 
where. I  have  come  to  love  Boston  because  of  the 
lovableness  of  the  people.  Nowhere  on  earth  can  one 
find  more  sincere,  earnest,  reliable,  genuine  friends 
than  in  Boston.  Its  reputation  for  coldness  and  irre- 
sponsiveness  is  not  founded  in  fact.  If  there  is  cau- 
tion and  conservatism,  there  is  also  a  deep  pervasive 
devotion  to  high  ideals  and  loyalty  to  those  who  hold 
them. 

A  demonstration  of  the  right  to  confidence  is  de- 
manded, but  once  given,  permanency  of  attachment 
results.  I  desire  to  emphasize  my  growing  admiration 
for  Boston  people  and  Boston  ideals.     Twice  during 
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the  comparatively  brief  period  of  my  ministry  here  I 
have  providentially  been  called  upon  to  accept  re- 
sponsibilities of  leadership  in  religions  work  which 
has  enabled  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  spirit 
of  Christian  unity  which  obtains.  In  the  union  relig- 
ious services  of  two  years  ago  it  was  made  perfectly 
apparent  to  me  that  the  people  of  Boston  would 
gladly  undertake  a  united  aggressive  religious  work 
when  it  became  evident  that  God  called  them  to  it. 
In  the  recent  evangelistic  movement,  comprehending 
the  whole  metropolitan  district,  we  witnessed  an  amal- 
gamation of  religious  forces  so  complete  and  so  sig- 
nificant that  the  whole  nation  in  its  religious  interests 
made  special  note  of  it. 

On  this  Centennial  occasion  we  have  been  reviewing 
the  history  of  a  hundred  years.  We  have  been  study- 
ing the  causes  which  are  accountable  for  success;  we 
have  been  noting  the  progress  of  Christianity  and  we 
have  found  it  a  delight  to  review  the  growing  spirit 
of  true  Christian  fellowship. 

You  have  a  right  to  expect  from  me  some  definite 
statement  as  to  our  future  purpose  and  policy.  Com- 
ing to  the  Church  at  a  time  of  discouragement  and 
uncertainty,  when  the  time-honored  edifice  itself  was 
in  great  need  of  rehabilitation  and  a  general  renewal 
was  indispensable  to  progress,  I  engaged  to  secure  the 
financial  assistance  absolutely  necessary  to  make  the 
Church  building  attractive  as  a  place  of  worship.  It 
is  simple  justice  to  mention  tonight  the  names  of  a 
few  of  those  who  so  generously  and  graciously  as- 
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sisted  in  the  general  renovation  of  Park  Street  meet- 
ing-house. Messrs.  Joseph  Lee,  A.  L.  Warren,  and 
Prescott  F.  Hall  joined  me  in  the  effort.  None  of 
these  men  were  ever  in  any  way  connected  with  Park 
Street  Church,  but  represented  the  Boston  public  in 
its  desire  to  preserve  the  building.  The  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  was  placed  at  my  disposal  and  in  co- 
operation with  these  gentlemen  the  Church  was  com- 
pletely transformed  in  its  outward  appearance  and  its 
inward  attractiveness.  The  largest  givers  to  this 
fund  were  Mrs.  Harriet  Forbes,  a  daughter  of  Ralph 
Waldo  Emerson,  who  gave  five  thousand  dollars.  The 
next  largest  giver  was  Mrs.  Henry  Lee,  who  gave 
two  thousand  dollars,  and  the  remainder,  in  lesser 
sums,  reached  the  required  amount  of  ten  thousand 
dollars.  In  addition  to  this  a  sum  was  secured  to  re- 
hang  the  bell  and  purchase  a  new  clock  for  the  tower. 

On  this  Centennial  occasion  I  am  sure  I  am  voicing 
the  sentiment  of  the  entire  Church  when  I  express 
sincere  appreciation  for  the  co-operation  thus  granted. 
There  are  few  edifices  anywhere  more  cheerful  or 
more  attractive  than  Park  Street  Church  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

I  am  thrilled  with  joy  in  the  blessed  fellowship, 
the  widespread  interest,  and  the  sincere  Christian 
sympathy  which  abounds  toward  Park  Street  Church 
today.  That  we  have  a  special  mission  we  are  sure. 
That  we  could  not  best  fulfil  it  without  the  love  of 
the  Christian  people  of  Boston  we  are  equally  sure. 

And  now  I  desire  to  make  know^n  to  you  my  own 


224  PARK  STREET  CHURCH  CENTENNIAL 

conclusions  as  to  the  policy  I  have  deliberately  de- 
cided upon  with  respect  to  our  Church. 

I  have  reached  the  deliberate  conclusion  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  will  be  sub- 
served by  continuing  the  work  of  Park  Street  Church 
in  its  present  location. 

It  is  impossible  to  secure  the  largest  co-operation 
so  imperatively  demanded  by  every  consideration  of 
progress,  so  long  as  there  remains  an  attitude  of  un- 
certainty as  to  our  intentions  in  this  respect.  No  one 
can  forecast  a  hundred  years,  nor  one-half  of  that, 
but  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  no  place  in  Boston 
where  the  light  of  life  and  the  light  of  love  can  shine 
forth  more  resplendently,  more  pervasively,  or  more 
effectively,  or  with  more  convincing,  persuading 
power  than  right  where  the  Church  now  stands.  For 
the  present,  at  least,  there  is  no  location  where  the 
Church  can  more  fully  achieve  the  purposes  of  its 
founders  and  its  supporters  of  a  century. 

To  the  members  of  Park  Street  Church  I  would 
give  assurances  of  fidelity  and  devotion.  Your  inter- 
ests are  mine,  and  your  joys  and  your  jolts,  your 
sorrows  and  successes,  find  full  responsive  emotion  in 
my  own  heart. 

To  our  invited  guests  I  desire  to  convey  the  grati- 
tude of  Park  Street  Church  for  your  expression  of 
interest  in  being  present  tonight.  Your  greetings, 
your  demonstrations  of  esteem  and  sympathy  are  a 
blessing  which  we  are  rejoiced  to  receive. 

It  is  the  desire  of  pastor  and  people  of  Park  Street 
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Church  so  to  serve  our  Lord  and  Master  as  to  be  in- 
creasingly worthy  of  the  confidence  of  all  who  are 
helping  to  realize  Christ's  ideal  for  the  world.  AVe 
expect  to  enter  with  heartiest  co-operation  into  all 
that  pertains  to  the  betterment  of  our  city  and  the 
progress  of  Christianity  in  such  a  large-hearted  way 
that  the  brethren  of  all  denominations  will  gladly 
strike  hands  with  us  in  our  mutual  interests  and 
effort. 

Proving  all  things  and  holding  fast  that  which  is 
good,  may  Park  Street  Church  ever  merit  the  love 
and  esteem  of  the  sisterhood  of  churches.  Nothing 
is  impossible  which  God  commends. 

Mr.  Brewer  :  Just  as  you,  as  individuals,  are  glad 
to  spring  from  good  stock,  even  though  it  bring  re- 
sponsibility, so  we  are  gratified  because  Park  Street 
Church  is  a  daughter  of  the  Old  South  church,  with 
its  great  history.  It  does  interest  you  all,  I  know,  to- 
night, to  know  that  Dr.  Huntington,  of  that  church, 
and  Dr.  Dwight,  of  Park  Street  Church,  were  not 
only  friends,  but  the  closest  of  comrades.  It  should 
interest  you  to  remember,  if  I  am  right,  that  Dr.  Man- 
ning, of  the  Old  South  Church,  and  Dr.  Stone  thrilled 
the  city  of  Boston  at  the  time  of  the  war  between  the 
North  and  the  South  by  going  to  the  front.  We  con- 
gratulate ourselves,  because  that  Church  is  repre- 
sented here  tonight  by  its  pastor,  who  is  a  moral 
power  in  this  community. 
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Dr.  Gordon:  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentle- 
men :  Dr.  Conrad  referred  to  liis  privileges  as  pastor 
of  Park  Street  Church.  We  all  have  our  privileges  in 
our  positions  as  ministers  in  the  various  churches.  I 
feel  the  very  great  privilege  that  it  is  mine  in  bring- 
ing to  you  members  and  friends  of  Park  Street 
Church  this  evening  the  felicitations,  the  very  hearty 
regard  and  the  good  wishes  of  the  Old  South  Church. 

.Ajid  what  an  eventful  year  1809  was.  Gladstone, 
Tennyson,  Wendell,  Edgar  Allen  Poe  and  other 
great  men  were  born  in  that  year.  And  if  from  his- 
toric names  I  were  to  choose  two  to  best  signify  Park 
Street  Church,  I  would  choose  Gladstone  as  a  noble 
conservator  of  public  opinion,  and  Lincoln,  a  great 
devotee  of  public  service. 

Now,  there  are  some  popular  beliefs  concerning  the 
relation  of  this  Church  and  the  Old  South  Church  in 
its  foundation  which  are  not  true.  I  have  heard  that 
this  Church  was  founded  in  consequence  of  a  quarrel 
with  the  Old  South  Church.  Gentlemen  do  not  quar- 
rel. They  differ.  Of  the  twenty-six  charter  mem- 
bers of  Park  Street  Church  only  six  were  from  the 
Old  South  Church  so  far  as  I  can  make  out. 

Park  Street  Church  was  the  tenth  Congregational 
Church  to  be  founded  in  Boston,  and  the  wise  his- 
torian of  Old  South  Church,  giving  the  population  of 
the  town,  said  there  was  abundant  room  for  this 
Church.  The  ministers  of  Old  South  Church  were  in- 
structed by  the  brethren  to  signify  to  the  Park  Street 
committee  that  they  wished  to  be  excused  from  the 
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services  proposed,  at  the  same  time  expressing  in 
respectful  manner  their  sincere  wishes  that  the  grace, 
mercy  and  peace  of  God  the  Father  and  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  might  abound.  Human  nature  is  very^ 
very  similar  at  all  times  in  its  characteristics. 

Now,  this  state  of  coldness  did  not  exist  long.  As 
has  been  said,  Rev.  Mr.  Dwight  became  the  minister 
of  this  Church  and  Rev.  Huntington  of  Old  South 
Church,  and  they  were  Yale  men.  They  became  fast 
friends  and  the  churches  became  fast  friends. 

The  next  year  a  prayer  meeting  on  the  first  Monday 
evening  of  each  month  was  proposed  by  Park  Street 
Church  for  the  two  churches  to  participate  in.  Park 
Street  Church  made  the  proposition  and  Old  South 
Church  accepted  the  same.  It  was  proposed  that  the 
meetings  be  held  alternately  in  the  Park  Street  edifice 
and  Old  South  Church,  but  Old  South  said:  ''No,  we 
will  meet  all  the  time  in  Park  Street  Church."  The 
next  3^ear  the  two  churches  held  what  they  called  ''Re- 
turn communion,"  the  people  of  Park  Street  Church 
going  down  to  Old  South  meeting-house  to  com- 
munion and  the  next  Sunday  the  Old  South  members 
coming  in  a  body  to  commune  with  them.  So  you  see 
the  difference  was  the  difference  of  Christian  men  and 
women  and  the  friendship  has  been  more  marked  than 
the  differences.  The  churches  have  stood  for  differ- 
ent types,  and  why  should  they  not.  Why  should 
there  be  a  dead  monotony  in  this  town  or  anywhere 
else.  Why  should  there  not  be  a  difference  of  thought 
and  opinion.    I  remember  in  Palestine  a  minister  who 
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found  thirty-seven  varieties  of  wild  flower,  and  why 
should  there  not  be  the  same  number  of  graces  in  the 
people — distinct,,  individual,  aggressive,  good  and 
beautiful.  I  know  you  have  stood  for  a  distinct  type 
of  orthodox  opinion,  so  it  is  said.  You  have  changed 
a  good  deal  though  you  may  not  know  it. 

For  example,  I  have  a  little  volume  of  Dr.  Griffin's 
sermons  in  my  library  and  I  have  read  them  off  and 
on,  oftener  off  than  on,  the  last  thirty  years.  One 
sermon  of  his  on  the  topic,  "A  Man  Shall  Be  an  Hid- 
ing Place."  I  want  to  show  you  that  the  modern 
preacher  can  do  and  does  do  that  which  brings  out  the 
beauty  and  essence  and  comfort  of  the  Bible  which 
the  ancient  preacher  did  not  do.  Dr.  Griffin  said,  for 
instance,  ''And  to  His  own  dear  people  He  will  be  a 
refuge  from  the  ills  that  shall  inevitably  overtake  the 
world  of  the  damned."  Now,  we  would  not  stand 
this  today.  The  moral  sense  of  the  community  would 
not  stand  it.  Now,  that  is  not  the  general  trend  of 
the  modern  sermon,  nor  is  it  included  in  the  ''Affir- 
mations" which  Dr.  Conrad  delivered  on  Sunday  so 
impressively.  That  sermon  did  not  include  such 
things. 

I  mention  these  things  to  show  you  that  we  are 
moved  by  a  better  spirit;  that  we  are  molded  by  the 
Eternal;  that  the  essential  Gospel  in  its  essence  has 
given  to  us  a  better  conception  of  God  and  a  holier 
conception  of  man  and  the  minister's  influence  is 
sweeter  and  better  and  kinder.  I  say  that  to  the 
honor  of  Park  Street  Church.     You  are  in  line  with 
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all  the  rest  of  us.  You  believe  and  wish  as  much  as 
we  that  God  will  maintain  us  by  His  eternal  spirit 
so  that  the  seed  of  truth  shall  alone  remain  and  the 
trend  and  effort  of  our  lives  shall  be  wholly  for  truth 
and  wholly  for  good. 

Remember  that  the  Old  South  today  is  an  old-fash- 
ioned trinitarian  church.  We  are  about  the  only  one 
I  know  of.  I  doubt  if  you  have  heard  a  sermon  on 
trinitarianism  for  twenty  years.  I  have  not,  I  know, 
except  when  I  preach  it  myself. 

Remember  that  so  far  as  an  effort  for  the  perpe- 
tuity of  the  faith  is  concerned,  the  Old  South  Church 
has  a  right  to  your  hand  and  heart,  and  expressing  to 
you  again  the  joyful  greeting  and  good  wishes  and 
thanks  for  what  you  have  done  for  the  Old  South 
Church,  I  close. 

Mr.  Brewer:  It  was  one  of  the  early  deacons  of 
Park  Street  Church  who  founded  The  Recorder, 
which  later  became  The  CongregaUonalist,  the  editor 
of  which  will  address  us. 

Rev.  Dr.  A.  E.  Dunning:  We  are  not  all  members 
of  Park  Street  Church,  but  we  are  all  related  to  it,  and 
so  we  can  all  express  our  gratification  that  we  can  be 
together  and  commemorate  its  Centennial. 

As  the  presiding  officer  informed,  I  should  not  be 
living  in  Boston  if  it  had  not  been  for  Park  Street 
Church.  If  one  of  the  deacons  had  not  done  the  best 
thing  he  ever  did  in  founding  a  newspaper,  I  should 
not  have  been  here.    The  mantle  of  the  editorship  has 
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come  down  and  down  until  it  has  fallen  on  my  humble 
shoulders. 

I  am  going  from  this  place  to  address  a  congrega- 
tion who  are  commemorating  the  fortieth  anniversary 
of  the  church  where  for  ten  years  I  labored  as  pastor, 
the  only  one  I  ever  had,  where  one  of  the  most  loyal 
deacons  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  was 
a  son  of  a  deacon  of  the  Park  Street  Church,  brought 
up  in  this  Church.  These  are  simple  instances  of 
what  perhaps  could  be  brought  out  by  many  persons 
who  have  come  back  here  tonight  and  they  will  signify 
as  to  what  Park  Street  Church  is  to  him  or  her,  for  an 
institution  which  has  lived  for  one  hundred  years, 
especially  a  Christian  institution,  sends  its  roots  far 
down  into  the  spirit  of  those  who  came  in  contact  with 
it  during  those  hundred  years. 

To  be  a  minister  of  Park  Street  Church  means  a 
great  deal,  far  more  than  to  be  a  minister  of  an  ordi- 
nary church.  And  we  hope  the  fruits  of  the  future 
may  be  God-planned  and  may  be  more  rich  in  blessing 
than  anything  in  the  past. 

I  stand  here  with  great  joy  to  say  that  there  is  not 
a  foot  in  old  Boston  where  the  Gospel  of  Christ  can 
be  presented  with  such  power  as  in  this  historical  edi- 
fice on  the  corner  of  Park  Street. 

I  thank  God  from  my  heart  for  what  Dr.  Conrad 
has  said  tonight.  It  is  of  intense  interest  to  you  of 
Park  Street  Church  and  not  only  to  you,  but  to  those 
of  other  denominations  and  to  every  one  who  loves  the 
good  of  Boston,  that  the  true  Gospel  of  Christ  is  to  be 
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continued  to  be  preached  from  that  corner  in  the 
years  to  come. 

But  it  means  something  more  than  that.  We  re- 
joice that  it  means  that  every  good  man  and  woman 
must  stand  by  Park  Street  Church  to  make  it  minister 
that  truth  which  we  love  most  of  all.  It  is  preached 
there.    It  is  to  be  preached  there. 

So  I  turn  away  from  these  happy  faces.  I  shall 
carry  them  in  memory  in  the  years  to  come.  I  leave 
with  you  the  congratulations  of  The  Congregational- 
ist  and  all  its  subscribers,  and  I  wish  there  were 
many  more,  but  I  leave  the  congratulations  of  them 
all  and  also  their  prayers  for  Park  Street  Church, 
and  for  its  pastor,  and  for  its  people. 

Rev.  John  Hopkins  Dennison,  pastor  of  Central 
Church,  was  introduced  and  said : 

Rev.  Dennison:  I  have  heard  recently  what  I 
should  have  known  long  ago,  that  Central  Church  is 
a  daughter  of  Park  Street,  and  I  wish  to  say  that 
Central  Church  is  proud  of  her  mother. 

I  am  glad  that  the  churches  of  Boston  cannot  afford 
to  enter  into  any  controversy. 

You  will  remember  the  story  of  the  aged  New  Eng- 
land minister,  whose  son  had  followed  after  other 
things  of  which  his  father  did  not  approve.  His 
father  approached  him  one  day  and  said  to  him: 
"You  are  no  child  of  the  church.  You  are  a  child  of 
the  devil."  And  the  son  turned  and  said:  "Thank 
you,  father." 
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We  are  coming  more  and  more  to  tolerate  our  dif- 
ferences and  to  feel  more  and  more  the  great  essential 
unity  that  lies  back  of  everything  else. 

I  know  of  nothing  that  Park  Street  Church  stands 
for  more  faithfully  in  the  community  than  for  the 
spirit  of  co-operation  which  means  efficiency.  I  think 
your  Church  stands  before  us  all  as  encouraging  a 
great  unity,  and  that  not  only  our  own  denomination^ 
but  all  the  Christian  people  of  Boston,  stand  face  to 
face  with  it  to  make  Boston  and  the  world  better  and 
happier. 

I  cannot  forbear  speaking  of  one  other  thing  here 
tonight.  It  is  to  me  a  sample  of  what  this  Church 
has  been  in  Boston  and  to  the  country,  for  the  influ- 
ence it  has  had  in  the  city  of  Boston.  I  have  just 
come  from  the  home  of  one  but  recently  a  member  of 
my  church,  but  who  has  now  passed  on  into  that  great 
triumphant  throng  on  the  farther  side.  For  years 
she  was  a  member  of  Park  Street  Church.  She  was  in 
the  first  class  ever  graduated  from  a  girls'  normal 
school  in  America.  She  became  interested  in  what 
we  call  the  higher  education  of  women.  She  stood 
for  that.  She  founded  a  grand  kind  of  work  in  this 
city  which  we  recognize  as  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 

She  was  a  teacher  of  Laura  Bridgman.  She  stood 
for  the  strong  and  most  efficient  type  of  womanhood 
that  America  knows.  And  she  was  a  member  of  Park 
Street  Church. 

I  trust  that  in  the  coming  days  this  Church  may 
send  out  into  the  world  many  such  women,  such  loyal 
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followers  of  Jesns  Christ  as  I  have  known  in  the  past, 
as  representative  members  of  Park  Street  Church. 

The  Chairman:  We  are  to  hear  from  one  of  the 
former  preachers  of  Park  Street  Church.  I  trust  you 
will  accord  him  a  hearty  welcome.  Rev.  Dr.  I.  J. 
Lansing,  now  of  Scranton,  Pa.  (People  give  Dr.  Lan- 
sing the  Chautauqua  salute.) 

Dr.  Lansing:  Although  we  have  heard  a  great 
deal  about  a  century  of  time,  and  what  a  long  time  it 
is,  really  it  is  not  a  long,  but  rather  a  short  time. 
Mr.  Tyler,  who  died  at  the  age  of  87,  was  almost  as 
old  as  this  Church.  He  was  ordained  sixty-three 
years  ago. 

While  our  friends  have  been  telling  you  of  past  and 
present  conditions  and  of  the  wonderful  things  that 
have  been  done,  I  have  been  looking  over  our  pro- 
gram and  seeing  how  near  together  we  are,  and  how 
short  the  time  really  is. 

There  have  been  eleven  pastors,  and  during  the 
hundred  years  there  have  been  sixteen  years  when 
there  was  no  pastor  of  this  Church.  There  are,  there- 
fore, only  eighty-four  years  when  there  was  a  pastor 
in  this  Church.  One  man  was  pastor  for  seventeen 
years,  a  little  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  time.  Dr. 
Withrow  was  pastor  even  longer  than  that.  Then 
there  were  pastors  for  nine,  eight,  six,  and  four  pas- 
tors of  four  years  stay  each  and  two  of  three  years,  or 
very  nearlj^ 

It  is  customary  to  speak  of  these  dead  and  gone 
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pastors  as  very,  very  great,  and  I  do  not  doubt  but 
they  were,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  present  is  just 
as  great,  and  the  men  just  as  great.  We  speak  of  the 
men  of  the  past  as  though  they  were  very  wonderful. 
I  have  no  doubt  they  were,  but  some  of  them  are  so 
near  that  in  thinking  of  them  we  shall  have  to  think 
of  the  present. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  how  the  preachers  of  the 
long  ago  are  lauded  and  how  the  preachers  of  today 
are  worked. 

It  rather  falls  to  me  tonight  to  speak  and  stand 
for  the  ministers  of  the  past,  and  I  am  the  only  one 
who  can  be  here,  Dr.  Gregg  not  being  able  to  be  here, 
and  naturally  I  think  of  the  minister's  relation  in 
this  great  enterprise,  and  other  great  enterprises. 

I  will  speak  of  the  ministers  of  the  present  as  re- 
lated to  the  great  work  of  God,  and  the  ministers  of 
the  past. 

I  suppose  you  have  noticed  in  the  past  fifteen  years 
the  tendency  to  criticise  ministers.  The  ministers  of 
the  past,  in  an  address  recently  given  before  students, 
were  lauded,  and  it  was  supposed  that  the  minister 
of  the  present  was  inferior  to  the  others.  It  strikes 
me  that  all  this  is  very  strange,  and  I  wonder  why  it 
is  done.  Just  as  though  the  minister  of  today  vras 
one  whit  inferior  to  the  minister  of  the  past  I 

Let  me  say  this,  and  believe  me,  it  is  true :  I  do  not 
know  any  men  in  any  land,  or  of  any  profession,  who 
can  overmatch  the  ministers  in  intellectual  pursuits, 
or  in  life  and  training.    I  do  not  know  of  any  men  of 
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any  profession  who  have  better  brains,  better  range  of 
thought  and  intelligence  and  intellectuality  than  the 
ministers.  And  I  back  that  up  by  asking  for  a  com- 
parison. 

In  the  next  place,  I  am  considerably  interested  in 
the  fact  that  the  ministers  at  large  are  broader  than 
any  other  men.  They  are  superior  men  as  a  class. 
They  are  specialists  and  they  don't  know  everything. 
But  specialists  in  other  lines  don't  know  everything. 
You  will  find  men  of  very  great  distinction  who  give 
their  judgment,  and  their  judgment  is  not  worth  any- 
thing because,  although  they  may  know  their  own  line, 
but  what  they  don 't  know  about  the  ministry  is  vastly 
greater  than  what  they  do. 

The  ministers  are  the  grandest  class  of  men  I  know^ 
of.  They  are  the  broadest  class  of  men  I  know  about, 
broadest  in  their  work  and  sympathy,  in  their  keen- 
ness and  knowledge  of  human  nature. 

It  is  a  contemptible  thing  to  say  that  they,  as  a 
class,  have  to  be  helped  to  get  their  education,  and  in 
their  preparation.  We  are  getting  skeptical  about 
helping  students,  because  we  think  it  will  unman 
them.  What  are  the  endowments  of  colleges  for  ?  To 
furnish  free  what  students  would  otherwise  be  un- 
able to  procure.  What  do  the  public  schools  do  for 
the  young  people  of  the  land?  Do  they  unman  the 
boys  because  they  give  them  the  education  free  ?  Not 
so.  They  are  helped  to  get  an  education  and  they 
need  feel  no  indebtedness  except  the  duty  of  becoming 
the  best  there  is  in  them. 
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What  do  you  say  about  the  men  in  West  Point  and 
Annapolis?  They  are  being  helped  a  great  deal  more 
than  the  ministers  are.  Does  any  one  dare  to  say 
that  the  men  being  educated  in  Annapolis  are  being 
unmanned?  Then  why  the  ministers?  If  people 
stopped  to  think  they  would  see  the  absurdity  of  it  all. 
Wlien  the  officers  of  the  United  States  navy  are  ridi- 
culed because  they  are  helped  it  will  be  time  to  ridi- 
cule the  ministers.  If  I  were  asked  to  match  the  min- 
isters who  are  here  against  an  equal  number  of  men 
of  other  professions,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  do  it,  and 
you  might  name  the  men. 

Then  it  comes  to  the  matter  of  the  good  of  the 
community.  I  regard  the  ministers  as  the  most  im- 
portant factors  in  the  good  of  the  community.  What 
protects  property  ?  What  keeps  the  moral  tone  of  the 
community  up  to  a  standard?  What  makes  any  com- 
munity a  place  fit  to  live  in?  The  religion  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  If  the  ministers  were  taken  out 
of  the  life  of  the  community  and  their  work  elim- 
inated and  any  other  agent  substituted,  however  good, 
there  would  be  a  gradual  dropping  of  tone  and  a  let- 
ting down  of  bars  that  would  be  felt  more  and  more. 

Take  Governor  Hughes.  We  know  what  he  has 
done  in  the  state  of  New  York.  But  who  began  that 
fight  against  race  track  gambling?  The  ministers. 
They  kept  up  the  fight  for  years  before  this  man  be- 
gan his  work.  And  when  he  took  up  the  fight  himself, 
who  did  he  call  on  for  help  ?    Who  fought  the  battles  ? 
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The  ministers.  And  there  are  many  who  are  willing 
to  admit  the  truth. 

Take  the  day  that  Heering  was  shot  in  the  back. 
On  that  day  every  pulpit  in  California  thundered. 
And  conditions  which  would  otherwise  have  been  tol- 
erated were  made  right. 

The  ministers  of  the  past  are  gone  and  their  faults 
are  buried  with  them.  They  were  good,  and  great, 
and  worthy  to  be  praised,  but  the  ministers  of  the 
present  are  bearing  the  brunt.  I  will  say  "amen"  to 
all  you  say  about  the  dead,  but  it  takes  little  courage 
to  praise  the  dead. 

When  I  heard  Lincoln  praised  the  other  day  I  was 
glad.  The  sons  of  the  men  who  had  broken  his  heart 
were  praising  him.  They  were  saying  what  a  noble 
face  he  had,  but  how  sad  it  was,  but  we  knew  it  was 
not  slavery,  nor  the  negro's  cause,  that  killed  him, 
but  the  men  who  cursed  him  to  his  face. 

When  I  notice  how  easily  the  pastors  of  bygone 
days  are  lauded,  I  want  to  see  the  men  who  are  living 
and  working  for  a  good  cause  get  their  due  while  they 
are  here  to  be  cheered  by  it.  I  want  to  stay  by  the 
side  of  the  living  rather  than  praise  those  who  are 
dead.  God  will  take  care  of  the  dead.  Let  us  fight 
for  the  living. 

Rev.  Dr.  David  Gregg,  a  former  pastor,  who  was  to 
have  spoken  to  the  toast,''  Pastor  Number  Nine, "was 
unable  to  be  present,  and  Rev.  Dr.  G.  R.  Lunn,  of 
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Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  read  the  letter  from  Dr.  Gregg, 
as  follows: 

Members  of  Park  Street  Church  and  Christian 
Brethren  of  Boston :  As  it  was  last  evening,  so  is  it 
this  evening,  my  presence  among  you  is  a  pen-pres- 
ence. I  am  fortunate,  however,  in  having  a  voice. 
My  voice  is  my  beloved  young  colleague  in  the  pas- 
torate of  Brooklyn,  the  reader  of  this  communication. 
Dr.  George  R.  Lunn.  In  coming  into  our  midst  from 
his  present  charge,  the  First  Reformed  Church  of 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  which  is  250  years  old,  I  hope  he 
will  not  look  down  upon  our  Park  Street  Church  as  a 
mere  kid.  If  he  should  do  so,  let  some  one  audibly 
quote  the  old  couplet : 

"Better  fifty  years  of  Europe 
Than  a  cycle  of  Cathay." 

My  message  last  evening  w^as  one  of  congratulation. 
My  message  this  evening  is  a  like  message,  only  the 
party  to  be  congratulated  is  different.  Last  evening  I 
congratulated  Park  Street  Church;  this  evening  I 
congratulate  '^ Pastor  Niimher  Nine''  of  that  Church. 
Please  say  nothing  of  the  barrenness  of  the  theme. 
Please  do  not  remind  me  of  the  man  who  was  ''the 
hero  of  his  own  anecdote."  Please  forget  all  about 
'^that  self-made  man  who  worshiped  his  creator." 
My  dilemma  is  already  difficult  enough. 

I  single  out  ^'Pastor  Number  Nine"  for  congratu- 
lation, not  on  the  ground  of  superlative  merit,  but 
solely  for  the  reason  that  I  have  had  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  him,  and  have  watched  his  work.     I 
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was  with  liim  the  first  time  he  walked  Tremont  Street, 
and  measured  with  his  eyes  the  fine  proportions  of  the 
Church  on  Brimstone  Corner.  The  name  of  the 
Church  carried  in  it  no  detraction  to  him.  Brim- 
stone Corner !  He  was  a  young  Scotch  Covenanter 
and  was  brought  up  on  "brimstone."  A  Coven- 
anter likes  brimstone,  and  he  likes  it  straight.  In 
his  eyes  the  old  Church,  with  its  Christopher  Wren 
spire,  was  an  architectural  gem.  It  was  embodied  his- 
tory. It  was  older  than  Bunker  Hill  monument.  It 
was  two-thirds  as  old  as  the  American  Republic. 
What  Faneuil  was  in  civic  life,  it  was  in  church 
life.  As  the  great  voices  of  civilization  had  been 
heard  in  the  old  hall,  so  the  great  voices  of  Christen- 
dom had  been  heard  in  its  pulpit.  Both  helped  in 
making  Boston  and  the  Republic.  The  Church  stood 
for  all-around  greatness.  He  considered  that  the 
reputation  of  any  man  was  made  for  all  time  if  he 
could  successfully  stand  in  that  pulpit  and  hold  that 
Church  up  to  par. 

I  was  with  him  Sabbath  evening  when  he  went  to 
Music  Hall  to  hear  its  celebrated  pastor  preach,  W.  H. 
H.  Murray.  Mr.  Murray  was  so  popular  that  his 
evening  audience  overflowed  from  the  Church  and 
crowded  this  large  hall.  That  service  was  a  rare 
treat,  for  Mr.  Murray  was  a  rare  man.  In  the  days 
of  his  greatest  fame  he  had  a  literary  style  that  would 
have  pleased  the  Athenians  in  the  age  of  Pericles. 
His  voice  was  as  sweet  and  as  charming  as  Apollo's 
lute.     He  had  a  personal  presence  which  captivated. 


240  PARK  STREET  CHURCH  CENTENNIAL 

Judged  by  the  rules  of  the  most  approved  homileties, 
he  was  a  splendid  sermonizer.  Pastor  Number  Nine, 
through  the  kindness  of  Deacon  Litchfield,  secured 
all  of  the  volumes  of  his  published  sermons,  and  when 
he  became  president  of  Western  Theological  Semi- 
nary, Pittsburg,  he  placed  these  sermons  before  the 
students  as  models  of  pulpit  work.  W.  H.  H.  Murray 
was  a  genius.  A  genius  knows  no  law.  A  genius 
must  act  from  himself.  If  any  prophet  at  the  Music 
Hall  service  had  tapped  young  Number  Nine  on  the 
shoulder  and  said  to  him, ' '  You  will  some  day  stand  in 
Mr.  Murray's  pulpit,"  he  would  have  said  to  him, 
''You  are  Balaam,  sir." 

Pastor  Number  Nine  preached  in  Park  Street 
Church  for  the  first  time  Christmas,  1886.  Being  a 
Covenanter,  he  had  never  preached  a  Christmas  ser- 
mon. The  Covenanters  looked  upon  the  church  cal- 
endar, with  its  sacred  days,  as  the  device  of  Popery; 
so  they  protested  against  Popery  by  zealously  ignoring 
these  sacred  days.  It  was  a  matter  of  conscience  with 
them  to  get  as  far  away  from  the  observance  of  these 
days  as  possible.  On  Christmas  Sabbath  they  would 
most  likely  preach  on  "T/?,e  Destruction  of  Sodom"; 
or,  on  the  text,  ^'In  hell  he  lifted  up  his  eyes."  But 
when  one  found  himself  in  Boston  on  a  Christmas 
Sabbath,  it  would  never  do  to  take  either  of  these 
themes ;  not  even  though  he  were  a  Covenanter  and  at 
Brimstone  Corner.  So  Pastor  Number  Nine  chose  his 
first  Christmas  text  and  preached  his  first  Christmas 
sermon.     His  subject  was,  ^^The  Old  Testament  She- 


PARK  STREET  OHURCH  CENTENNIAL  241 

kinah  Is  the  New  Testament  Christ'';  and  his  text 
was  "The  glory  light  that  flashed  over  the  plain  of 
Bethlehem  on  the  night  that  Jesus  was  born."  This 
sermon  is  published  in  full  in  his  volume,  ''Our  Best 
Moods."  Park  Street  Church  was  crowded  to  the 
doors.  It  was  nothing  short  of  an  inspiration  to  look 
into  the  faces  of  such  an  audience.  So  to  Pastor  Num- 
ber Nine  the  whole  of  that  Christmas  service  was  one 
great  thrill.  Two  weeks  after  this  he  received  a 
unanimous  call. 

Was  this  an  exceptional  audience  ?  No.  It  was  Dr. 
J.  L.  Withrow's  normal  Christmas  audience,  and  Dr. 
Withrow  was  present  and  introduced  Number  Nine. 
He  had  just  accepted  a  call  to  the  Third  Presbyterian 
Church,  Chicago,  the  leading  church  in  that  metropo- 
lis of  the  West.  Dr.  Withrow  handed  Park  Street 
Church  to  Pastor  Number  Nine  in  magnificent  shape ; 
and  it  is  due  to  the  officers  and  people  of  the  Church 
to  say  that  they  kept  it  in  this  same  magnificent  shape 
all  through  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Withrow's  successor. 
Mark  this!  It  was  the  people  that  did  so.  It  is  the 
people  that  deserve  the  credit.  This  being  the  fact,  I 
here  and  now  offer  my  congratulations  to  Pastor  Num- 
ber Nine  on  the  people  to  whom  he  was  called  to  min- 
ister. During  his  pastorate,  I  have  often  heard  him 
speak  their  praises.  They  made  the  Church  the  133d 
Psalm  incarnate  :  ' '  Behold  how  good  and  how  pleasant 
it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity."  They 
never  had  a  communion  season  without  confessions. 
They  were  liberal  in  their  contributions.     They  gave 
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as  high  as  ten  thousand  dollars  in  a  single  collection 
to  foreign  missions.  They  had  no  schism ;  no  internal 
strife ;  no  desertions ;  no  skeleton  in  the  closet.  They 
never  had  a  divided  vote  on  any  issue.  Their  Church 
was  a  full  church ;  a  united  church ;  an  active  church ; 
a  praying  church;  a  missionary  church;  enthusiastic 
church,  and  a  progressive-conservative  church.  The 
Ninth  Pastorate  Avas  the  opportunity  for  Christian 
laymen,  and  the  reign  of  the  people.  And  they  made 
their  reign  the  age  of  gold.  They  made  the  pastorate 
of  Pastor  Number  Nine  the  equation  of  Heaven.  His 
four  years  of  service  were  the  crown  of  his  ministry. 
They  were  so  because  the  relations  between  him  and 
his  people  were  intimate  and  ideal.  They  were  his 
people,  with  no  one  to  come  between  him  and  them. 
Each  day  of  each  year  was  a  delight. 

While  speaking  of  the  people  of  Park  Street  Church 
let  me  call  attention  to  their  sensitiveness  relative  to 
the  reputation  of  the  Church  they  loved.  One  in- 
stance will  suffice.  One  Sabbath  morning,  on  his  way 
to  service,  it  was  the  lot  of  Ezra  Farnsworth  to  fall  in 
with  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes.  The  two  men  crossed 
the  Boston  Common  together.  As  they  came  within 
sight  of  the  Church  Dr.  Holmes  said :  ' '  Deacon,  I  am 
astonished  that  a  man  of  your  broad  sympathies 
should  be  a  pillar  in  Brimstone  Corner."  "Why?" 
asked  Mr.  Farnsworth.  ' '  Because, ' '  said  Dr.  Holmes, 
''you  people  there  believe  that  all  the  heathen  live  in 
utter  darkness  and  are  destined  to  be  damned."  The 
Deacon  replied:  "It  is  my  turn  to  be  astonished.     I 
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am  astonished  that  a  man  of  Dr.  Holmes'  knowledge, 
and  Boston-born,  should  be  in  such  ignorance  of  Park 
Street  Church.  We  do  not  believe  any  such  thing." 
The  subject  of  the  sermon  that  morning  was 
''Phoebe's  Certificate."  In  the  sermon  Pastor  Num- 
ber Nine,  in  making  a  bid  for  Phoebe 's  Certificate,  en- 
larged upon  the  faith  of  the  old  Church  in  sentences 
like  these:  "Had  man  no  other  Bible  than  his  own 
soul  he  would  not  be  without  a  living  witness  for  God. 
We  believe  in  the  inner  light. "  "  There  are  the  com- 
mandments of  instinct,  and  they  are  cut  by  the  hand 
of  God  in  the  bedrock  of  our  nature.  They  are  a  di- 
vine decalogue."  ''We  believe  that  religion  should 
carry  as  few  impedimenta  as  possible,  and  that  it  is  a 
crime  for  a  church  to  require  men  to  believe  the  im- 
possible." "We  believe  that  the  Bible  is  the  Word 
of  God,  because  it  authenticates  the  logic  of  the  di- 
vine revelation  in  us."  Strange  to  relate,  the  ser- 
mon had  a  quotation  from  Dr.  Holmes  himself.  His 
own  words  were  used  in  the  establishment  of  ortho- 
doxy. The  deacon  could  scarcely  contain  himself. 
When  the  service  ended  he  rushed  to  the  pulpit,  cap- 
tured the  manuscript  and  in  post  haste  hurried  it  to 
Dr.  Holmes'  study.  It  was  a  vindication  of  Park 
Street  Church  for  broadness  and  common  sense.  Pas- 
tor Number  Nine  has  the  autograph  letter  which  Dr. 
Holmes  sent  in  reply.  It  contains  a  eulogy  of  which 
the  Church  may  well  be  proud.  But  I  hear  some  in- 
quisitive Yankee  ask:  "Did  not  'the  Autocrat  of  the 
Breakfast  Table'  make  a  single  criticism  1"     If  not, 
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lie  would  not  be  ''The  Autocrat."  I  will  be  honest 
with  you,  and  tell  you  all.  Pastor  Number  Nine  used 
this  expression  in  his  sermon:  "I  wish  to  see  you 
enthuse  for  the  success  of  this  historic  Church."  The 
Autocrat  made  this  marginal  note  opposite  the  word 
"enthuse":  "If  the  pastor  were  speaking  in  Athens, 
he  would  use  the  noun  '  enthusias7n/  for  it  is  a  beau- 
tiful and  euphonius  word ;  but  he  would  never  use  the 
verb  'enthuse.'  "  Pastor  Number  Nine  said  on  read- 
ing this  note :  "  I  will  appeal  from  the  Autocrat  to 
the  dictionary.  If  the  word  be  in  the  dictionary,  then 
I  have  my  vindication."  He  opened  the  dictionary, 
and  sure  enough,  there  it  was.  ' '  Three  cheers ! ' '  Not 
too  fast,  my  man.  Look  again !  There  is  an  annota- 
tion beneath  the  word;  read  it.  He  did  look  again, 
and  this  is  what  he  read:  "The  word  'enthuse'  is  an 
American  vulgarism."  But  who  cares  about  the 
damage  done  to  the  word  ''enthuse/'  so  long  as  the 
reputation  of  the  old  Church  is  vindicated ! 

The  picture  which  I  have  given  of  Park  Street 
Church  under  the  Ninth  Pastorate,  is  not  the  picture 
which  was  held  up  before  Pastor  Number  Nine  when 
he  accepted  the  call  from  the  Church.  The  very  day 
after  his  acceptance  of  the  call  was  announced  by  the 
New  York  press,  one  of  the  most  noted  pulpiteers  of 
New  York  came  to  him,  and  offered  him  a  co-pastorate 
in  his  large  metropolitan  church.  He  did  so,  he  told 
him,  that  he  might  be  saved  from  a  most  dismal  ca- 
reer. To  induce  him  to  send  back  the  Boston  call,  he 
talked  pictorially  in  this  style :  ' '  There  is  no  compar- 
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ison  between  the  two  offers.  i\Iy  church  is  a  large 
church.  It  is  a  social  church.  It  will  treat  you  like  a 
prince.  I  know  Boston.  I  am  a  New  Englander  of 
the  New  Englanders.  The  blood  of  John  Robinson 
runs  in  these  veins  of  mine.  The  people  are  cold  at 
The  Hub.  They  will  freeze  you  socially.  They  will 
sit  in  their  pews  like  so  many  marble  statues.  You 
will  never  know  if  they  like  your  sermons.  They  will 
look  you  over  with  non-sympathetic  eyes.  They  will 
criticise  you.  They  are  all  brain  and  no  heart.  If 
you  fall  sick,  they  will  send  an  ambulance  and  cart 
you  to  the  hospital.  Now,  go  to  Boston,  if  you  wish, 
but  remember,  you  do  not  go  unwarned.  I  am 
through.  I  have  done  my  duty."  I  put  it  to  you: 
''Does  that  sound  like  old  John  Robinson  1  Is  that  a 
true  picture  of  Park  Street  Church,  Boston?" 

There  are  nine  things  which  both  the  time-limit  and 
courtesy  to  the  other  speakers  compel  me  to  omit  in 
my  response  to  the  toast,  ''Pastor  Number  Nine." 
Yet  all  of  these  nine  things  carry  in  them  items  of  in- 
terest to  Park  Street  Church  people,  and  to  the  Bos- 
ton public.    They  are  these : 

1.  His  brotherly  relationship  with  the  popular  cus- 
todian of  Park  Street  Church,  Augustus  Bruce.  The 
tw^o  men  were,  and  are,  fast  friends.  Mr.  Bruce  ex- 
ceeds all  living  workers  in  the  length  of  continued 
service  rendered  the  Church. 

2.  The  story  of  his  certificate  from  the  Covenanter 
Church  to  the  Congregational  Church.  It  was  the 
first  certificate  granted  by  Covenanters  to  Congrega- 
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tionalists  since  the  time  that  Cromwell  whipped  the 
Covenanters  during  the  period  of  the  English  Com- 
monwealth. 

3.  His  membership  in  the  Boston  Monday  Club. 

4.  The  story  of  his  disinheritance  because  of  his 
acceptance  of  the  call  to  Park  Street  Church,  or  the 
Scotch  mother  versus  the  Scotch  father.  ''All's  well 
that  ends  well. ' ' 

5.  His  fellowship  with  contemporaries  in  Boston 
pulpits. 

6.  The  visit  to  his  study  by  the  queen  of  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  with  her  companion  princess. 

7.  The  account  of  the  formation  of  Park  Street 
Church  Club  during  his  pastorate. 

8.  The  story  of  a  call  from  a  remarkable  book 
agent. 

9.  The  most  glorious  and  inspirational  of  all  the 
fellowships  of  his  life,  his  fellowship  w4th  the  Lady  of 
the  Manse. 

There  is  one  item  which  urgently  calls  for  utterance 
before  I  close.  It  is  a  piece  of  unknown  and  unwrit- 
ten history,  yet  it  is  part  of  Park  Street  Church  life. 
It  links  two  great  churches  together  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  the  Lafayette  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church, 
Brooklyn,  and  Park  Street  Congregational  Church, 
Boston. 

One  evening  J.  R.  Mott,  that  prince  of  young  men, 
attended  the  mid-week  service  of  Lafayette  Avenue 
Church,  and  told  in  eloquent  language  of  a  plan  for 
the  federation  of  all  the   Christian  students  of  the 
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world.  His  ambition  was  to  mass  them  into  one  solid 
body  for  the  purpose  of  working  systematically  for 
the  world's  Christianization.  His  great  lament  was 
the  lack  of  the  necessary  funds  to  translate  his  ideal 
into  a  reality.  The  meeting  was  about  to  close,  with 
no  future  materialization  in  sight.  At  this  juncture, 
Pastor  Number  Nine  fired  into  the  meeting  this  prac- 
tical question:  "Are  Christian  capitalists  going  to  let 
this  great  plan,  which  the  Holy  Spirit  has  dropped 
into  the  soul  of  this  young  man,  prove  a  failure  1" 
Mr.  D.  W.  Mc Williams  spoke  out  and  said:  "Dr. 
Gregg,  I  will  give  a  thousand  dollars  for  its  execu- 
tion." Mr.  John  Engiis  said:  "I  will  give  a  second 
thousand."  Mr.  W.  W.  Wicks  called  out:  "Put  me 
down  for  a  third  thousand. ' '  Next  morning  Mr.  Mott 
climbed  to  the  tower  studio  of  Pastor  Number  Nine 
for  prayer  and  further  conference.  When  asked: 
"How  much  will  it  take  to  put  the  plan  into  success- 
ful operation  T '  He  replied :  "  It  will  take  just  twice 
the  amount  raised  last  evening.  It  will  take  six  thou- 
sand dollars."  It  is  at  this  point  that  Park  Street 
Church  comes  into  the  history.  Pastor  Number  Nine 
recalled  the  words  of  a  godly  woman  of  this  Church: 
"Doctor  Gregg,  if  you  ever  see  a  fine  opportunity  of 
rendering  service  to  young  men,  let  me  know  of  it.  I 
should  like  to  do  something  for  young  men  in  memory 
of  my  husband."  Her  husband,  George  W.  Coburn, 
was  for  years  at  the  head  of  our  Young  Men's  Bible 
class.  This  class  met  in  the  large  auditorium  of  the 
Church.     Each  Sabbath  Mr.  Coburn  had  three  extra 
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plates  on  his  dinner  table  for  young  men,  strangers  in 
the  city.  Scores  of  young  men  were  treated  to  a  bit 
of  home  life  in  Boston  and  were  cheered.  It  was 
while  at  work  among  young  men  that  Mr.  Coburn 
died.  He  started  one  morning  to  his  office  in  his  usual 
health,  but  when  he  reached  his  office,  his  coachman 
found  him  lifeless  in  his  carriage.  He  had  expired  on 
the  way.  His  silent  form  was  borne  to  his  grave  in 
Andover  upon  the  strong  shoulders  of  the  young  men 
he  loved.  Pastor  Number  Nine  said  to  himself :  "Here 
is  Mrs.  Coburn 's  opportunity ! "  He  at  once  sent  Mr. 
Mott  to  Boston  to  see  her,  and  she  promptly  gave  him 
the  other  half  of  the  needed  capital  to  establish  that 
great  organization,  ^^Tlie  Christian  Student's  World 
Federation.' '  Thus  it  came  into  being.  It  is  one  of 
the  greatest  movements  of  the  age.  The  British  Con- 
gregationalist  says  of  it:  "It  has  now  a  membership 
of  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
young  men,  who  are  consecrating  their  time  and  tal- 
ents to  service  in  the  Kingdom  of  God."  It  was  one  of 
your  members  that  made  its  inauguration  possible. 
Your  Coburn  family  could  have  no  grander  monu- 
ment. Annually  IMrs.  Coburn  contributed  most  liber- 
ally to  the  movement  until  her  call  on  high. 

I  have  congratulated  Pastor  Number  Nine  upon  his 
association  with  a  great  people.  I  wish  finally  to  con- 
gratulate him  on  his  alliance  with  a  grand  fraternity 
of  pastors,  the  ministerial  succession  of  Park  Street 
Church.  They  were  masters  in  Israel.  There  was  a 
Beecher  among  them,  the  eldest  son  of  Lyman  Beech- 
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er,  and  brother  of  the  great  pastor  of  Pl;yTnouth 
Church.  There  was  a  Dr.  Stone  among  them.  Dr. 
Stone  was  an  officer-soldier,  a  hero  of  the  War  of  '61. 
Dr.  Stone  was  an  American  flag  starred  and  barred 
through  and  through,  and  his  patriotism  was  felt  all 
over  New  England. 

Most  gloriously  are  these  pastorates  of  a  century 
bracketed  by  two  noble  men.  Two  crescents  of  gold 
encircle  them,  Dr.  Griffin  at  the  beginning,  and  Dr. 
Conrad  at  the  close.  Put  the  pictures  of  these  grand 
men  side  by  side  and  you  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed 
by  the  similarity  of  the  two  types.  Strength  and  ag- 
gressiveness and  determination,  and  the  genius  of 
bringing  things  to  pass  look  out  of  both  faces.  I  see 
in  the  firm  setting  of  their  lips  this  motto,  ^^ Success  is 
a  duty." 

I  recognize  the  great  task  laid  upon  the  shoulders  of 
Dr.  Conrad,  but  I  am  perfectly  confident  that  under 
God  he  is  fully  equal  to  the  task.  He  is  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place.  He  is  a  man  for  a  crisis  and  for  a 
transitional  period.  A  church  needs  re-making  every 
generation.  Dr.  Conrad  is  just  the  man  to  re-make 
Park  Street  Church.  The  Church  is  a  down-town 
church?  Yes.  But  the  term  dowii-town  church" 
is  a  synon;yT3i  for  ' '  opportunity. ' '  Has  not  the  church 
in  a  thousand  instance  become  merely  a  social  club? 
Has  it  not  often  and  again  retreated  from  the  great 
strategic  points  of  difficulty  in  our  cities?  Is  it  not 
true  that  in  the  councils  of  labor  it  has  no  voice,  be- 
cause it  has  forfeited  its  right  to  guide?     I  answer, 
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^'Yes,  yes;  all  this  is  true."  But  it  is  not  true  with 
the  "down-town  church.'^  It  is  to  be  the  ''down-town 
church"  that  we  have  to  look  for  the  future  of  reli- 
gion among  the  people.  It  must  solve  the  greater 
number  of  modern  problems,  or  they  will  remain  un- 
solved. I  believe  that  Dr.  Conrad  is  the  man  for  the 
" down-toivn  church/^  I  believe  that  he  is  just  the 
man  to  lead.  I  have  seen  him  tested  lately  in  the  mat- 
ter of  leadership.  It  was  through  his  initiative  that 
Boston  was  visited  by  the  wonderful  revival  of  the 
past  season.  I  was  in  Pilgrim  Hall  last  autumn  when 
the  preconcerted  protest  was  made  against  the  coming 
of  Chapman  and  Alexander.  There  was  only  one  man 
there  to  meet  that  protest  in  a  successful  way,  and 
that  man  was  Dr.  Conrad.  I  saw  this  with  mine  own 
eyes.  Dr.  Conrad,  by  his  skill,  and  logic,  and  courtesy, 
and  forbearance,  and  tender  pleading,  and  manly 
courage,  turned  that  meeting  of  protest  into  one  great 
and  telling  emphasis  of  the  coming  evangelistic  cam- 
paign. He  made  it  the  ringing  of  a  great  bell  an- 
nouncing the  revival  services,  and  inviting  the  multi- 
tudes to  attend  them.  ]\Iy  fellowmen,  in  Dr.  Conrad 
we  have  a  leader  in  whose  hands  our  Church  is  safe. 

Dear  old  Park  Street  Church !  Long  may  its  stately 
temple  stand  as  a  noted  and  well-beloved  landmark  of 
Boston.  Long  may  its  sweet-toned  and  sacred  bell  call 
the  multitude  to  worship.  Long  may  its  aisles  be 
thronged  and  its  pews  filled  with  those  who  seek  the 
truth,  and  who  delight  in  the  household  of  faith.    And 
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long  may  its  beloved  and  popular  pastor,  who  now 
ministers  to  its  people,  be  spared  to  preach,  and  to 
lead,  and  to  succeed. 

Dr.  Little:  Members  and  friends  of  Park  Street 
Church,  and  all  friends  who  are  present,  I  have  a  let- 
ter to  read  to  you.  I  have  not  been  instructed  to 
speak,  but  in  so  far  as  I  am  permitted  to  speak,  it 
gives  me  profound  pleasure,  Dr.  Conrad  and  Dr. 
Withrow,  and  members  of  Park  Street  Church,  to 
bring  the  cordial  and  affectionate  salutation  of  our 
church  body  to  you  this  evening. 

It  is  after  9  o'clock  now,  and  only  once  in  a  hun- 
dred years  has  a  Boston  audience  stayed  after  9 
o  'clock. 

The  Second  Church  of  Dorchester  is  quite  active 
making  a  subscription  of  money  and  doing  all  she 
can  for  the  poor  of  the  church  which  church  will  be 
103  years  old  next  June. 

It  is  a  fact  that  the  committee  who  met  to  organize 
this  Church  met  at  the  home  of  a  graduate  of  Dart- 
mouth College.  It  is  true  that  Dr.  Codman  was  one 
of  the  two  or  three  ministers  who  had  an  active  part 
in  this  church  organization.  With  the  help  of  Mr. 
]\Iorse  and  Dr.  Codman,  this  Church  was  made  an 
illustration  of  a  strict  type  of  Calvinism  in  its  doc- 
trinal preaching. 

We  never  speak  the  word  '^ Calvinism"  without  a 
touch  of  horror.  We  are  told  that  Calvin  has  been 
dead  four  hundred  years  and  that  Calvinism  has  been 
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dead  and  respectfully  buried  for  many,  many  decades. 
And  yet  we  cannot  help  feeling  that  somewhat  of  the 
depth  of  this  great  divine,  something  of  his  majestic 
conception  of  the  spirit  of  God  and  of  his  firmness 
and  power  has  been  impressed  not  only  upon  New 
England  life,  but  the  life  of  our  whole  country.  It 
seems  as  though  some  of  his  spirit  and  firmness  had 
come  to  Park  Street  Church.  On  the  10th  of  July 
arrangements  will  have  been  completed,  and  we  will 
celebrate  the  four  hundredth  anniversary  of  John 
Calvin.  And  we  will  eulogize  him  and  his  doctrines. 
He  is  still  living  in  the  life  of  the  world. 

And  I  believe  that  the  same  thing  is  true  of  Park 
Street  Church.  It  has  changed  doubtless  in  the  past 
hundred  years,  but  it  is  still  recognized  by  its  original 
color  and  the  original  note  it  struck  and  the  great 
lines  of  work  which  have  characterized  it  for  one  hun- 
dred years.  I  believe  that  as  time  goes  on  there  will 
be  greater,  far  greater  results  for  this  Church  and 
people. 

I  believe  that  Dr.  Withrow  has  a  sermon  on  a  great 
theme,  namely,  ''Property  Rights  of  the  Soul,"  and 
I  believe  that  the  whole  Union,  East  and  West,  and 
North  and  South,  the  whole  United  States  have  a 
property  right  in  old  Park  Street  Church,  and  we  are 
here  to  claim  our  rights  and  rejoice  with  you. 

Living  West  for  twenty  years,  as  I  did,  I  was  in  the 
habit  of  taking  my  compass  point  from  Park  Street 
Church.  Park  Street  Church  has  stood  for  many 
things.    It  has  been  the  strongest  and  most  conserva- 
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tive  and  best  of  our  entire  denomination.  What  good 
cause  has  it  not  espoused  ?  What  great  interest  has  it 
not  conserved?  It  has  been  conservative  and  con- 
structive. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  what  Dr.  Gordon  said  of  the 
growth  of  people  in  a  hundred  years.  I  was  so  glad  to 
hear  him  say  that  his  was  the  most  conservative  Church 
then  in  Boston.  It  is  worth  remembering,  and  it  very 
likely  will  be  proud  of  its  position,  and  may  well  be 
proud,  for  influences  were  at  work  then  that  were  not 
very  conservative. 

Another  thing  that  makes  my  interest  in  Park 
Street  Church  deep  is  the  fact  that  the  father  and 
mother  of  Mrs.  Little  were  married  in  that  Church 
sixty-five  or  sixty-eight  years  ago.  I  think  that  is 
quite  a  distinction.  They  always  so  regarded  it,  and 
the  children  so  regard  it. 

I  am  glad  to  have  Mrs.  Little  here  to  join  in  this 
particular  celebration. 

I  may  say  that  your  honored  pastor  emeritus  and 
myself  were  contemporaries  at  Princeton.  You 
would  suppose,  I  am  sure,  that  I  entered  a  great  many 
years  after  he  graduated,  but  we  were  there  together. 
We  were  contemporaries  in  Chicago  as  pastors,  and 
then  we  were  contemporaries,  and  are  still,  in  Boston. 

More  than  that.  Dr.  Gregg  who,  unhappily  for  us, 
is  not  here,  preached  the  installation  sermon  at  my 
installation,  twenty  years  ago,  in  Dorchester,  so  I  can 
say,  "Blessed  be  the  tie  that  binds"  me  to  Park  Street 
Church. 
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Park  Street  Church  has  been  an  open  forum  for 
discussion  of  all  great  interests,  educational  and  re- 
ligious, that  have  had  to  do  with  the  welfare  of  our 
country  and  the  world. 

Whoever  has  had  a  plea  to  make  to  God  and  human- 
ity has  had  access  to  this  pulpit.  It  has  been  greatly 
distinguished  for  its  superior  ministers,  and  its  elo- 
quent speakers,  who  have  not  been  ministers,  and  it 
has  been  a  great  broad  platform  on  which  men  have 
stood  who  had  something  to  say  in  the  interests  of 
truth  and  right. 

You  have  had  given  to  you.  Dr.  Conrad  and  mem- 
bers of  Park  Street  Church,  a  great  trust.  You  have 
very  great  interests  put  into  your  hands.  You  are 
here  commemorating  a  great  event.  And  you  will 
make  good  use  of  w^hat  has  been  given  you  in  trust,  for 
so  you  have  done  in  the  past  and  will  for  many,  many 
years  to  come. 

I  know  that  outside  denominations  rejoice  in  your 
determination  to  stick  to  your  guns  and  to  hold  to 
your  ideals  for  Park  Street  Church  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  $1,250,000  in  cold  cash  has  been  offered  to 
you  if  you  will  give  up  and  go  elsewhere. 

Mr.  John  Evans:  I  would  say  that  although  Dr. 
Conrad  could  have  found  many  better  able  to  repre- 
sent the  Universalist  denomination  than  I,  yet  I  can 
say  to  you  that  the  Universalist  denomination  sends  to 
the  people  of  Park  Street  Church,  to  its  pastor  and 
friends,  its  warmest  and  sincerest  greetings. 
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We  are  closer  together  than  a  great  many  people 
imagine.  As  I  listened  to  Dr.  Gordon  this  evening,  I 
wondered  if  there  was  any  difference  between  his  po- 
sition and  my  position,  and  as  I  thought  of  the  answer 
it  seemed  to  me  that  the  difference  was  not  any 
greater  than  that  between  tweedle-dee  and  tweedle- 
dum. 

When  we  get  together  and  compare  our  intellectual 
notions  we  are  far  apart,  but  in  our  hearts  and  our 
aims  and  our  efforts  we  are  very  much  one,  and  so 
Dr.  Conrad  and  members  of  Park  Street  Church,  I 
bring  to  you  the  felicitations  of  the  Universalist  de- 
nomination, and  I  thank  you  personally  for  the  privi- 
lege of  being  here  with  you  this  evening. 

Bishop  Mallalieu  :  My  first  word  is  a  congratula- 
tory word  for  you.  It  is  good  for  me  to  be  here.  I 
rejoice  in  the  invitation  that  brought  me  here. 

For  almost  fifty  years,  in  fact  forty-nine  next 
month,  I  have  been  in  pretty  close  touch  with  Park 
Street  Church.  Six  years  of  the  time  I  was  pastor  of 
Bromfield  Street  Church  and  that,  as  you  know,  is  the 
nearest  neighbor  Park  Street  has. 

I  rejoice  in  the  great  privilege  of  an  acquaintance 
with  Dr.  Stone  and  with  Mr.  Lansing  and  Dr.  Mur- 
ray, and  with  Dr.  Withrow  in  his  two  pastorates,  a 
man  whom  I  greatly  have  honored  and  admired,  and 
have  held  in  the  highest  affectionate  esteem,  and,  of 
course,  I  have  known  and  admired  your  present  pas- 
tor.    As  to  your  pastor.   Dr.    Conrad,   I   suppose   I 
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would  not  have  been  here  at  all  if  I  had  not  been  as- 
sociated with  him  the  last  few  weeks,  and  I  take  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  saying  that,  in  my  judgment, 
evangelical  Christianity  in  Boston  and  New  England 
owes  a  greater  debt  of  gratitude  to  your  pastor  than 
to  any  other  living  man  for  the  work  he  has  done  in 
the  recent  evangelistic  campaign,  a  campaign  that,  in 
ni}'-  judgment,  means  ultimately  100,000  additions 
to  the  church,  at  least,  in  New  England,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  this  campaign  reaches  not  only  over  all 
this  land  of  ours,  this  home  land,  but  it  does  reach 
today,  through  the  magnificent  co-operation  of  the 
Boston  press,  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  Boston  is 
felt  again  as  she  has  been  in  the  days  of  old. 

Now,  I  rejoice  in  this,  that  this  Church,  in  my  judg- 
ment, has,  of  all  the  churches  of  Boston,  stood  for  the 
eternal  verities,  and  I  mean  by  that,  you  have  been 
true  here  to  God's  Word  and  have  recognized  its 
authenticity  and  genuineness  and  its  authority,  and 
its  adequateness  and  made  it  the  man  of  your  council 
and  the  guide  of  your  steps.  I  hope  this  will  be  your 
record  in  the  years  to  come  that  you  believe  that  the 
Bible  is  inspired  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  given  for  our 
instruction  and  comfort.  You  have  believed  in  the 
triune  God — Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost;  you  be- 
lieve in  the  death  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  making 
salvation  possible  for  the  human  soul.  You  are  open- 
ing before  penitent  sinners  the  truths  of  hope,  you 
have  stood  here  as  ministers  of  the  Truth  and  of  the 
Gospel,  amid  all  the  diverse  thought  and  many  ' '  isms ' ' 
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that  have  visited  this  community  of  Boston.  I  thank 
God  from  my  heart's  profoundest  depths  for  the  rec- 
ord of  Park  Street  Church,  and  I  pray  that  your 
future  may  be  even  more  glorious  than  the  past. 

Dr.  Conrad,  let  me  say  it  to  you,  I  rejoice  unspeak- 
ably that  you  were  so  persistent  in  your  efforts  for 
evangelism.  I  never  saw  a  man  hang  to  a  thing  as  he 
did,  no  matter  how  unenthusiastic  we  were.  He  just 
pressed  forward  the  work  of  bringing  us  all  into  line, 
and  he  has  done  it.  There  never  was  a  time  in  the 
history  of  Boston  when  the  clergymen  of  evangelistic 
Boston  stood  so  completely  shoulder  to  shoulder  and 
heart  beating  in  sympathy  with  heart  as  they  do  at 
the  present  hour. 

The  Chairman:  The  relation  of  Park  Street 
Church  to  Andover  Seminary  was  vital.  I  am  pleased 
to  introduce  Prof.  Platner,  of  Andover  Theological 
Seminary. 

Mr.  Platner:  The  only  thing  I  have  any  right 
to  speak  of  tonight  is  that  sweet  association  of  the 
seminary  to  which  I  belong  and  this  Church,  caused  by 
the  fact  that  a  certain  man  in  the  city  of  Newark,  N. 
J.,  who  was  greatly  desired  by  Andover  Seminary  as 
a  professor  of  what  was  called  ''pulpit  eloquence" 
would  not  have  come  to  us  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
fact  that  this  Church  felt  it  possible  to  invite  him  to 
minister  to  it  at  the  beginning,  and  the  singular  ar- 
rangement was  made,  I  think  never  duplicated,  that 
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a  man  was  called  to  attempt  both  these  things  at  the 
same  time. 

And  Edward  Griffin  would  seem  to  have  been  just 
the  man  equal  to  the  occasion,  for  he  measured  6  feet 
3  inches  in  stature,  and  he  had  a  big  voice,  and  a  force 
and  ardor  that  seemed  to  fit  the  need  and  he  had 
strength  of  character,  and  he  came  after  much  hesita- 
tion to  teach  the  art  of  preaching  and  to  exhibit  it  to 
the  people  of  this  Church  in  the  first  six  years  of  its 
life.  And  that  was  a  strong  bond  of  unity  and  sym- 
pathy betAveen  the  Seminary  at  Andover  and  this 
Church. 

Speaking  with  the  voice  of  a  prophet,  Dr.  Griffin,  on 
the  same  day  on  which  he  accepted  the  appointment 
there  and  the  call  here,  said  that  he  felt  like  a  father 
to  both  and  that  their  aims  were  one,  and  so  it  was 
that  that  school  then  just  starting  upon  its  career  and 
this  Church  were  doing  the  same  things  and  the  same 
general  work  for  the  good  of  humanity.  Through 
force  of  circumstances  which  I  need  not  stop  to  enu- 
merate that  union  proved  to  have  less  vigor  and  con- 
siderably less  force  than  it  probably  would  have  had 
under  other  circumstances,  but  that  gives  me  all  the 
better  opportunity,  standing  here  as  representing  the 
only  body  I  have  any  right  to  represent  and  to  bring 
to  you  the  very  hearty  greetings  and  best  wishes  whieh 
they  certainly  feel  and  which  it  is  my  pleasure  to  ex- 
press to  you.  And  may  I  hope  that  at  this  beginning 
of  the  second  century  of  that  institution  itself  and  of 
this  Church  also,  there  will  be  such  co-operation  and 
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such  hearty  and  mutual  support  in  the  great  work  of 
carrying  forward  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ  that  there  shall  never  again  be 
any  opportunity  or  any  tendency  to  a  feeling  other 
than  that  of  fellowship  which  should  be  built  upon  a 
foundation  of  fundamental  s;vTnpathy  and  a  con- 
fidence which  I  know  can  be  placed  there  now  and  I 
hope  through  all  the  years  to  come. 

The  Chairman  then  introduced  Dr.  0.  P.  Gifford, 
pastor  of  the  Brookline  Baptist  Church. 

Dr.  Gifford  :  With  the  changing  winds  and  amid 
the  sea  of  adverse  opinion  and  differences  Park  Street 
Church  has  stood  full  front  to  every  wind  that  blows. 
Four  years  ago,  while  crossing  the  ^Mediterranean,  a 
vessel  passed  us  and  signaled  our  ship.  Our  steamer 
answered,  and,  turning  to  the  officer  of  the  day,  I 
asked:  "What  are  you  talking  about?"  The  officer 
told  me  that  the  ship  was  from  Ceylon  and  was  bound 
for  Liverpool,  and  she  wanted  to  know  where  she  was. 
I  said:  "There  she  is."  "Yes,"  he  answered,  "but 
where  is  she?     She  did  not  know,  and  she  asked  us." 

A  great  many  craft  on  the  sea  of  time  have  lost 
their  bearings  along  the  New  England  coast.  Park 
Street  Church  never  has.  She  knows  where  she  is, 
and  can  tell  others.  She  has  stood  firm  amid  dangers 
and  steadfast  through  storms. 

I  have  an  ancestor  on  my  wife's  side  who  invented 
the  scythe  snath.  He  was  a  Quaker.  He  thought  a 
good  deal  of  his  notions.    And  the  town  fathers  came 
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to  him  to  have  him  pay  his  part  toward  the  church, 
for  he  lived  in  the  neighborhood  that  was  near  the 
Congregational  church.  He  said  he  would  not,  and  if 
they  wanted  him  they  could  take  him,  for  he  was  a 
man  of  peace.  He  sat  on  a  wooden  horse,  shaking  his 
stick,  and  they  took  him  down  to  the  village  lockup, 
and  he  worked  out  his  task  and  then  they  sent  him 
home.    I  am  glad  customs  have  changed. 

I  had  a  very  blessed  experience  in  Warren  Avenue. 
In  some  way  or  other  the  timbers  in  the  roof  fell  in 
and  the  Union  Congregational  Church  extended  an 
invitation  to  us  to  join  their  church  and  share  their 
edifice.  They  said  we  will  furnish  the  building  and 
the  choir.  You  may  furnish  the  preacher  and  you 
may  keep  your  pew  rents  going  and  we  will  divide 
the  cash  collections.  Everything  went  merry  as  a 
marriage  bell  until  the  first  Sunday  in  the  month, 
until  communion.  What  should  we  do.  One  church 
was  in  the  habit  of  having  their  communion  at  12 
o'clock  and  the  other  at  4.  I  called  my  deacons  to- 
gether and  I  said:  "We  will  put  the  Congregation- 
alists  on  one  side  of  the  broad  aisle.  We  will  put  the 
Baptists  on  the  other  side  of  the  aisle,  and  I  will  bless 
both  tables,  and  I  will  distribute  the  elements,  and 
we  will  let  the  editors  say  which  is  better,  four  hours 
time  or  four  feet  of  space.  But  it  did  not  work.  But 
I  am  very  glad  that  differences  of  this  sort  are  fading 
out  of  sight,  and  that  the  great  Baptist  and  Congre- 
gational denominations  for  three  or  four  weeks  have 
stood  face  to  face  with  the  great  evangelist  between 


PARK  STREET  CHURCH  CENTENNIAL  261 

the  serried  ranks,  and  that  we  have  thrown  out  the 
banner  far  and  wide  for  redemption,  for  sincerity  and 
for  faith  that  Jesus  Christ  will  come  and  do  what  we 
longed  so  for.  And  as  tomorrow  the  soldiers  of  the 
republic  will  march  and  keep  step  with  the  sailors  of 
the  republic,  so  as  the  years  go  on  the  army  and  the 
navy  of  the  living  God  will  fight  side  by  side  under 
the  banner  of  the  cross  of  Christ. 

Rev.  Albert  Shields,  rector  in  South  Boston,  was 
next  introduced.    He  said  in  part : 

Rev.  Shields:  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  on  one 
occasion,  speaking  of  the  advantages  of  Boston,  said 
the  advantage  of  being  born  in  Boston  was  that  it  was 
not  necessary  to  be  born  again.  If  he  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  Park  Street  Church  he  would  never 
have  said  that. 

But,  after  all,  it  is  beginning  to  be  a  more  tolerant 
time  for  us  all.  We  all  like  to  show  our  colors,  but  in 
a  case  of  inside  machinery  and  real  need,  we  are  much 
alike.  But  as  has  been  said  before  tonight,  when  we 
get  down  to  saying  is  this  true  or  that  true  we  perhaps 
are  nearer  brothers  in  thought  than  ever. 

I  was  accosted  the  other  day  by  a  Jew  who  said  to 
me :  "  Sir,  I  was  praying  for  you  the  other  day ! "  I 
said:  **Is  that  so.  That  was  very  kind  of  you.'* 
"Yes,"  he  said,  ''on  Thanksgiving  day  the  Jews  at 
our  synagogue  prayed  for  all  the  heathen."  I  said: 
"My  dear  friend,  I  am  glad  I  can  repay  you  for  all 
this,  because  next  Sunday  we  shall  pray  for  all  Jews, 
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Turks,  infidels  and  heretics  in  our  church. "  Think 
of  praying  a  prayer  of  that  kind  today.  But  we  are 
obliged  to  do  it  because  we  are  an  old,  conservative 
church. 

I  just  loved  Bishop  Mallalieu  as  he  spoke  as  he  did 
from  the  standpoint  of  his  denomination.  I  did  not 
agree  with  him.  It  was  not  necessary.  We  are  not 
quarreling  on  that  account.  So  it  is  with  the  others. 
Unity  in  diversity  is  the  idea  of  the  Christian  church 
and  the  recognizing  of  this  ground  is  what  is  bringing 
us  near  together. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  I  first  w^ent  into  Park  Street 
Church.  I  w^as  present  by  chance  at  the  installation 
of  Eev.  Dr.  Withrow,  and  I  remember  at  that  time, 
although  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Church,  looking 
up  into  that  saintly  countenance  and  saying  that 
nature  of  his  adequately  expressed  Vv^hat  I,  born  in 
another  country,  but  reading  about  the  splendor  of 
New  England,  had  in  my  mind  about  the  sweetness 
and  purity  that  was  in  the  New  England  character. 

And  in  so  far  as  Dr.  Conrad  is  concerned,  when 
Gypsy  Smith  was  here,  I  had  the  privilege  of  stand- 
ing side  by  side  with  him  in  the  great  work  of  salva- 
tion done  at  that  time.  One  of  my  conversions  took 
place  then.  I  have  been  converted  a  good  many  times, 
and  I  hope  to  be  a  good  many  times  before  I  get 
through,  and  God  know^s  I  need  it.  My  ministry  has 
meant  more  for  myself  and  my  people  and  the  world, 
I  trust,  because  of  the  experiences  we  had  together  at 
that  time. 
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I  thank  you  one  and  all  for  your  kind  attention, 
and  I  rejoice  to  extend  to  you  for  Bishop  Lawrence 
and  the  Episcopal  Church  congratulations  upon  your 
splendid  history  and  expectations  of  a  great  future. 

Mr.  Brewer  then  introduced,  as  representing  the 
Unitarian  denomination,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Crothers. 
He  said : 

Eev.  Dr.  Crothers:  It  is  a  peculiar  gratification 
to  me  to  speak  this  evening  and  bring  what  I  am  very- 
sure  are  the  sincere  good  wishes  of  the  church  to 
which  I  belong. 

It  has  been  said:  '^ Thoughts  are  deeper  than  are 
words,  feeling  deeper  than  our  thoughts. ' '  And  I  am 
sure  that  today,  more  than  at  any  time  in  the  past, 
men  who  believe  in  religion,  believe  in  it  as  a  vital 
power,  and  our  men  who  believe  in  the  church  as  an 
organization  in  religious  life,  they  want  to  come  to 
church  as  far  as  they  can  in  true  manliness  and 
strength  together.  But  what  we  do  need,  all  of  us, 
as  we  confront  the  tremendous  evils  of  human  life, 
and  the  sins,  not  only  of  the  individual  life,  but  the 
sins  of  the  community,  we  want  to  use  all  the  power 
we  have  together,  and  we  all,  every  one  of  us,  ought 
to  help  in  the  common  need.  How  can  we  work  together 
except  we  be  agreed  ?  That  is  the  great  common  sense 
doctrine  of  all  humanity.  AVherein  we  disagree,  let 
us  say  so  simply  and  modestly  and  tenderly  and  think 
all  the  more  broadly.  Let  us  work  together  and  work 
together  on  the  great  things  whereon  we  are  agreed. 
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I  believe  sincerely  in  this  method.  And  I  want  to  tell 
you  that  we  rejoice  with  the  greatest  joy  in  the  good 
work  Park  Street  Church  has  done  in  Boston  and  over 
what  I  believe  is  the  greater  work  that  is  to  be  done 
in  the  future.  I  wish  to  second  most  heartily  the  sug- 
gestion made  about  Park  Street  Church  being  the 
most  central  site  for  a  church  in  this  country.  I  don 't 
know  any  other  building  or  church  which  stands 
where  it  does,  at  the  very  center  of  the  life  of  this  city, 
which  is  so  vital  in  its  relationship  as  Park  Street 
Church. 

There  is  one  thing  in  your  problem  which  I  particu- 
larly delight  in,  and  that  is  the  statement  which  you 
have  made  about  the  aggressive  work  for  which  this 
Church  is  pledged.  I  believe  in  that,  for  the  time  for 
negative  goodness  is  past  in  religion.  The  world  is 
ready  for  great  positive  and  affirmative  action. 

John  Wesley  said  that  in  his  day  the  time  had  come 
when  we  were  to  fight,  not  doctrines,  but  sin,  and  we 
are  all  of  us  coming  to  see  that  more  clearly,  and 
when  any  group  of  people  stand  in  the  forefront  of  a 
great  city  and  say :  This  is  the  way  that  men  should 
go,  and  go  that  way,  they  shall,  in  spite  of  opposition, 
in  spite  of  the  manifold  distractions  of  a  great  city. 
Then  we,  all  of  us,  rejoice  in  saying  to  such  leaders: 
''God  bless  you." 

Being  introduced  Rev.  Dr.  Manchester,  represent- 
ing the  Presbyterian  denomination,  said: 

Rev.  Dr.  Manchester  :    There  is  a  peculiar  feeling 
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that  comes  to  a  Presbyterian  in  New  England.  He 
either  becomes  a  Congregationalist  or  he  is  very  lone- 
some. I  happen  to  have  some  pretty  strong  convic- 
tions, and  I  have  been  very  lonesome,  but  I  have 
found  great  pleasure  and  comfort  among  the  people 
of  Park  Street  Church. 

Sometimes  it  is  felt  that  we  possibly  have  not  any 
place  in  New  England,  and  I  think  they  have  not  as 
much  place  in  some  of  the  progressive  work  and  the 
religious  work  as  they  would  otherwise  because  of  the 
peculiar  training  which  we  have  had. 

There  was  a  certain  denominational  paper  in  Chi- 
cago some  years  ago  in  which  each  minister  told  why 
he  belonged  to  his  denomination.  The  minister  of 
Maverick  Church  preached  a  sermon  on  "Why  I  am 
a  Presbyterian."  Dr.  Little  preached  a  sermon  on 
"Why  I  Am  a  Congregationalist."  Dr.  Little  was 
reading  this  report  in  the  paper  and  Mrs.  Little 
looked  over  his  shoulder  and  said  she  knew  why  he 
was  a  Congregationalist.  It  was  because  he  had  never 
been  offered  $5,000  a  year  to  be  a  Presbyterian. 
There  are  people  who  might  change  if  they  had  suf- 
ficient inducement,  but  it  is  enough  for  me  to  say, 
with  a  very  cordial  feeling,  that  we  wouldn't  change 
things  in  regard  to  Park  Street  Church.  We  greatly 
appreciate  what  has  been  done  through  pastor  and 
people,  and  especially  for  what  Dr.  Conrad  has  been 
doing  in  these  last  days  for  your  great  denomination, 
and  for  all  denominations,  and  for  Boston.  I  bring 
you  the  most  cordial  greetings  of  our  brother  Presby- 
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terians.  They  have  spoken  for  themselves  pretty- 
emphatically.  Boston  has  seen  lately,  in  Dr.  Chap- 
man, a  sample  of  what  a  Presbyterian  can  be.  I  give 
you  members  of  Park  Street  Church,  and  you,  its 
pastor,  my  own  felicitations  and  the  salutation  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Rev.  Dr.  Bumstead,  ex-President  of  Atlanta  Uni- 
versity, said: 

Rev.  Dr.  Bumstead:  I  speak  here  tonight  under 
two  disadvantages;  one  is  that  the  hour  is  so  late  that 
you  are  anxious  to  be  going,  and  the  other  is  that  I 
am  here,  as  I  understand  it,  in  somewhat  the  nature 
of  a  personal  exhibit,  to  show  you  how  the  old  stock 
of  Park  Street  Church  looks  when  it  has  degenerated 
into  the  third  generation.  Now,  if  anyone  was  to  be 
selected  as  a  victim  of  that  kind  of  a  show,  I  don't 
know  as  there  is  any  one  in  this  whole  hall,  or  any 
other  audience  in  Boston,  who  is  a  fitter  victim  than  I 
am,  because  I  am  not  only  the  grandson  of  Park 
Street  Church's  oldest  deacon,  but  the  grandson  of 
another  deacon  who  held  the  office  for  twenty  years, 
and  I  count  among  my  ancestors  two  grandfathers, 
two  grandmothers,  father,  mother,  uncles,  aunts,  con- 
nections by  marriage,  numbering  in  all  about  twenty. 
Now  who  has  more  Park  Street  Church  in  him  than  I 
have.  In  fact,  I  have  so  much  that  when  I  came  to 
get  married,  I  thought  it  would  be  well  to  go  outside 
of  the  Congregational  fold,  so  I  found  my  wife  among 
the  Episcopalians. 
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Well,  now,  if  I  am  to  appear  to  you  as  representing 
these  ancestors  of  mine,  you  will  excuse,  I  am  sure, 
tlie  personal  tone  of  my  remarks.  If  we  try  to  be 
modest  for  fifty  or  one  hundred  years,  we  certainly 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  brag  a  little  once  in  half  a  cen-' 
tury,  should  we  not  1 

You  know  there  was  a  little  girl  who  asked  her 
mother  if  she  was  good  all  the  time  in  Heaven  couldn  't 
she  go  down  some  Saturday  afternoon  and  play  in 
the  other  place. 

You  will  excuse  me  if  I  seem  very  egotistic  and  talk 
about  myself  and  my  folks  most  all  the  time.  My 
Grandfather  Bumstead  traced  his  ancestors  back  to 
the  seventh  generation  to  a  certain  Thomas  Bumstead, 
whose  tomb  lies  right  under  the  rear  windows  of  the 
Congregational  House.  When  the  Congregational 
House  was  built  they  thought,  in  order  to  be  good, 
they  must  have  their  foundations  near  my  great-great- 
great-great-great-grandfather  's  tomb. 

My  grandfather  was  a  quiet  Christian.  He  did  not 
do  very  much  outside  of  the  church,  but  his  personal 
relation  in  the  church  was  sweet  and  distinct. 

]\Iy  grandfather,  Nathan  Willis,  had  more  to  do 
with  the  outside  world.  He  held  office  in  Park  Street 
Church  for  fifty  years  from  the  founding  of  the 
Church  till  he  died  by  accident,  at  the  age  of  88  or 
89.  My  Grandfather  Willis  did  one  or  two  things 
which  it  is  fitting  I  should  speak  of  here  tonight. 
One  was  the  establishment  in  Boston  of  The  Re- 
corder^ which  was  the   earliest   religious   newspaper 
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published  in  the  world,  so  he  claimed.  There  were 
one  or  two  other  papers  published  of  a  religious  na- 
ture, but  they  were  not  newspapers.  He  said  he 
established  for  the  first  time  a  religious  newspaper, 
which  you  have  today  in  The  Congregationalist. 

He  also  established  the  first  juvenile  paper  or  mag- 
azine that  existed  anywhere  in  the  world,  the 
Youth's  Companion,  and  it  is  a  little  singular  that 
we  are  meeting  here  tonight  in  a  building  which  was 
erected  by  the  money  of  the  man  who  bought  the 
Youth's  Companion  from  my  Grandfather  Willis, 
and  who  made  it  such  a  large  success  that  he  left 
in  his  will  a  vast  sum  of  money,  a  portion  of  which 
has  erected  this  building.  (Pointing  to  a  picture  of 
Mr.  Ford  which  hangs  over  the  platform.)  There 
is  a  picture  of  the  man,  Daniel  Sharpe  Ford,  so  you 
ought  to  be  grateful  to  my  grandfather  for  furnish- 
ing this  beautiful  room  for  you  tonight. 

I  wish  I  could  tell  of  what  my  father  and  mother 
did.  Why,  I  was  born  and  brought  up  in  Park  Street 
Church.  Dr.  Aiken  baptized  me.  I  joined  the  Church 
in  1858,  after  a  great  revival. 

I  listened  to  Dr.  Stone  and  imbibed  his  ideas.  Dr. 
Stone,  as  you  know  from  history,  went  into  the  service 
during  the  Civil  War,  for  nine  months.  After  grad- 
uating from  college  I,  too,  went.  I  acquired,  I  know, 
some  of  my  ideas  from  Dr.  Stone's  sermons,  and  his 
own  example  of  going  himself  into  the  war.  I  became 
an  officer  in  one  of  the  United  States  colored  regi- 
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ments.  So  you  see  I  am  a  thorough  son  of  Park 
Street. 

I  wish  to  speak  of  one  thing  here  tonight.  Dr.  Pol- 
lock has  merely  been  named  in  these  services.  He  has 
been  mentioned  in  passing  several  times.  It  seems  to 
me  that  his  services  to  Park  Street  Church,  even 
though  he  never  came  here  as  pastor,  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten.  That  little  band,  including  my  Grandfa- 
ther and  Grandmother  Bumstead,  organized  a  society 
for  moral  and  religious  improvement.  They  had  no 
idea  at  the  outset  of  forming  a  church  or  any  such 
thing.  This  was  to  do  a  definite  thing  for  themselves. 
It  was  Dr.  Pollock's  presence  there  and  the  instruc- 
tions which  he  gave,  and  then  by  his  preaching,  which 
suggested  the  idea  that  they  might  establish  a  new 
church  and  call  him  as  pastor.  He  was  then  in  South- 
ern Georgia,  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  they 
secured  the  church  and  wanted  him  to  come.  He  did 
not  come,  but  the  Church  was  built,  the  meeting-house 
was  erected  and  the  Church  has  lived.  Would  all  this 
have  happened  but  for  the  support  of  Dr.  Pollock 
during  the  early  months  of  the  Church. 

It  has  fallen  to  me,  for  the  greater  part  of  my 
active  life,  in  educational  work  in  Chicago  and  the 
South,  to  be  in  that  same  state  of  Georgia.  Now,  I 
like  to  think  that  my  services  there,  perhaps,  may  in 
some  small  way  be  a  return  from  Park  Street  to  the 
state  of  Georgia  for  the  part  that  state  took  in  the 
foundation  of  the  Church. 

One  word  more,  as  a  descendant  of  these  old  found- 


270  PARK  STREET  CHURCH  CENTENNIAL 

ers  and  upbuilders  of  Park  Street  Churcli.  May  I  ex- 
press my  own  hearty  agreement  with  all  that  has  been 
said  here  tonight  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  hold- 
ing the  site  where  the  Church  now  stands.  Oh,  let 
that  never  be  given  up. 

I  wish  that  Park  Street  Church  would  establish  an 
associate  membership,  not  with  voting  power  neces- 
sarily, but  an  associate  membership  which  could  be 
enjoyed  by  any  outside  the  Church  who  wish  to  co- 
operate Avith  it  in  maintaining  its  present  site,  and 
the  blessed  work  which  is  supposed  to  be  carried  on 
there.  Why  don't  we  have  something  of  this  kind, 
so  that  when  the  next  fifty  years  shall  roll  around, 
and  another  semi-centennial  shall  be  celebrated,  they 
may  look  back  and  say  we  did  a  good  thing  when  we 
decided  to  hold  our  ground  continually,  and  we  w^ould 
make  this  ground  a  source  of  profit  to  all  the  people  of 
this  old  town  of  Boston. 

Dr.  Conrad  then  called  for  a  word  from  the  Rev. 
Lyndon  Crawford,  grandson  of  the  first  person  bap- 
tized in  Park  Street  Church.    He  said: 

Rev.  Mr.  Crawford:  I  remember  very  well  fifty 
years  ago.  And  I  remember  my  mother  getting  ready 
to  go  to  the  Park  Street  Church  Semi-Centennial.  I 
wish  she  had  taken  us  along  with  her.  She  w^as  the 
first  child  baptized  in  Park  Street  Church.  They 
were  alwaj^s  glad  to  see  her. 

At  the  semi-centennial  of  which  I  speak  my  mother 
was  there,  and  the  newspaper  reporters  spoke  of  the 
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centennial  instead  of  the  semi-centennial,  and  of  the 
venerable  Mrs.  Crawford,  nearly  one  hundred  years 
old. 

It  has  always  been  a  splendid  thought  to  me  that  I 
was  born  here  in  Boston,  and  the  best  things  in  our 
lives  came  through  the  friends  that  were  working  then 
in  Park  Street  Church.  I  would  praise  my  heavenly 
Father  for  this  blessing. 

It  was  a  great  disappointment  to  my  grandparents 
that  their  first  child  was  not  a  son.  They  wanted  to 
dedicate  him  to  the  ministry.  But  they  prayed  that 
she  might  be  the  mother  of  a  son,  and  the  prayer  was 
answered,  and  the  Rev.  Sanford  Hunt  Smith  served 
well  his  God  and  his  Christ  in  preaching.  Though  his 
life  was  short,  he  well  answered  his  grandfather's 
prayer. 

Two  other  sons  were  given  to  the  service  of  their 
country.  One  came  back  a  sergeant,  and  his  daughter 
is  present  here  this  evening.  About  the  year  of  the 
founding  of  the  missionary  boards,  my  grandparents 
prayed  that  the  child  expected  might  be  a  son  that 
they  might  make  a  missionary  of  him,  but  it  was  a 
daughter,  and  a  good  Mrs.  Calhoun  was  present  at  the 
time  and  feared  to  bring  the  news,  but  our  grand- 
mother said :  ' '  She  is  nearer  the  kingdom  of  Heaven, 
being  a  girl. ' '  IMy  mother  thanked  God  that  she  was 
a  part  of  Park  Street  Church.  She  thanked  God  for 
the  privilege  of  representing  Park  Street  Church  over 
across  the  sea,  and  when  I  notice  the  name  of  Asa 
Kelsey,  who  went  to  Armenia,  I  want  to  thank  Park 
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Street  Church  that  they  sent  their  representative  to 
Asia  and  have  helped  spread  the  truth  by  sending 
workers  there  to  bring  light  to  a  dark  land,  and  to 
show  what  true  manhood  is.  We  would  thank  God 
that  Park  Street  Church  has  taught  the  world  what 
true  Christian  manhood  and  womanhood  is. 

May  Park  Street  Church  go  on  in  the  years  to  come 
leading  and  showing  the  way  to  God. 

Dr.  Conrad  spoke  the  concluding  word : 
Dr.  Conrad:  When  I  came  to  Boston  it  was  be- 
cause of  letters  from  Dr.  Withrow,  and  we  talked  to- 
gether of  the  interests  of  the  Church.  After  I  had 
come  to  be  the  associate  of  Dr.  Withrow,  and  when 
later  on  Dr.  Withrow  laid  down  the  responsibilities 
and  I  assumed  them  in  the  full  pastorate  alone,  until 
the  present  moment,  we  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
show  the  world  that  two  men  so  related  could  have 
the  happiest  and  sweetest  and  most  intimate  fellow- 
ship, without  the  slightest  friction  of  any  kind.  I 
want  to  say  tonight  that  I  have  had  only  assistance 
and  sympathy  and  co-operation  and  love  from  the  ven- 
erable and  saintly  pastor  emeritus  of  Park  Street 
Church,  and  I  will  cherish  it  as  a  happy  memory  as 
long  as  I  live,  that  in  our  association  together  and  in 
our  fellowship  we  have  had  such  blessing.  I  count  it 
the  supreme  privilege  of  this  hour  and  day  that  Dr. 
W^ithrow,  after  his  years  of  service  and  his  noble  work 
as  a  minister  of  God,  is  able  to  grace  this  occasion  by 
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his  own  presence  and  that  we  thus  feel  the  benefit  of 
his  personality. 

May  the  blessing  of  God  abide  with  him  daily  and 
hourly,  and  may  he  be  conscious  of  the  deep  sympa- 
thy, interest  and  devoted  love  of  all  who  have  known 
him,  not  only  as  a  minister  of  Jesus  Christ  but  as  a 
citizen,  as  a  brother,  as  a  father  and  teacher. 

Letters  of  congratulation  and  expressions  of  inter- 
est were  received  from  the  following  persons : 

Sarah  Ellen  Hobart,  Amherst,  Mass. 

Luther  Dana,  Newton,  Mass. 

Charles  E.  Littlefield,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Albert  N.  Parlin,  Boston,  Mass. 

Elnathan  E.  Strong,  for  the  American  Board,  Bos- 
ton. 

AY.  B.  Homer,  Natick,  Mass. 

P.  B.  Fisher,  Boston. 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Whiteley,  New  Hampshire. 

William  G.  Ladd,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Mary  E.  Hobart-Field,  Amherst,  Mass. 

Isabella  H.  Hobart,  Amherst,  Mass. 

Mason  G.  Parker,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Mary  Judson  McKay-Smith,  Griggsville,  111. 

E.  F.  Duren,  Bangor,  Me. 

J.  W.  Coolidge,  Boston. 

Rev.  W.  E.  Griffith,  Griggsville,  111. 

George  H.  Powers,  ]\I.  D.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

C.  0.  Norcross,  Boston. 

M.  D.  Tolman,  Fitchburg,  Mass. 
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Rev.   Clarence  A.  Vincent,  D.  D.,   for  Immanuel 
Church. 
Eev.  A.  A.  Berle,.  D.  D.,  for  Shawmut  Church. 
Rev.  Allen  A.  Stockdale,  Boston,  for  Union  Church. 


THE  REALITY  OF  CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE 

By  President  William  Douglas  Mackexzie,  D.D. 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary 

Text:  God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling 
the  world  unto  himself  (2  Cor.  5:19). 

^IT^ HIS  church  is  celebrating  one  hundred  years  of 
^^  history  since  its  foundation.  Its  members  are 
looking  over  the  past  with  grateful  and  affectionate 
scrutiny.  They  are  confronted  with  the  vast  amount 
of  earnest  and  self-sacrificing  labor  which  has  been 
necessary  to  make  that  history.  In  the  days  when  the 
church  has  been  crowded  with  great  congregations,  when 
it  has  raised  large  sums  of  money,  men  and  women  have 
toiled  here  at  great  cost  to  themselves.  They  have  not 
spared  their  strength  and  their  health.  In  the  days 
when  congregations  were  meager,  when  the  vessel 
seemed  to  leak  at  every  corner,  the  burden  fell  upon  a 
smaller  number  and  they  not  merely  toiled  with  the 
same  clihgence,  they  not  merely  gave  with  the  same 
generosity — they  did  these  things  with  the  added  sense 
of  grief  and  of  anxiety.  Who  can  sum  up  all  the 
agonies  in  prayer,  in  hard  work,  in  real,  costly  gifts,  in 
weariness  of  brain,  in  burden  of  heart,  the  amount  of 
human  energy  which  has  been  expended  upon  this  one 
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hundred    years    in    the    history    of    this    one    great 
church? 

In  this  age  of  universal  and  fearless  questioning  there 
are  those  who,  in  presence  of  these  facts,  have  been  ask- 
ing themselves,  What  has  been  the  worth  of  all  tliis  toil; 
upon  what  form  of  reahty  have  these  tears  been  shed 
and  these  labors  been  expended?  Might  not  these  men 
and  women  have  been  engaged  in  some  better  task, 
laboring  for  some  result  more  concrete,  more  palpable, 
more  real  than  that  which  is  represented  by  the  results 
of  Christian  service?  It  may  be  worth  our  while  this 
evening  to  face  that  question,  since  it  is  one  w^liich 
affects  not  merely  the  mood  of  this  one  congregation 
but  is  a  question  which  in  our  generation  an  increasing 
multitude  of  people  are  fearlessly  putting  to  themselves 
regarding  all  churches  and  the  whole  movement  which 
we  call  by  the  name  of  the  Christian  rehgion.  Mani- 
festly the  asking  of  such  a  question  brings  us  face  to 
face  wdth  the  meaning  and  reahty  of  the  history  of 
Christianity  from  its  very  foundations.  We  can  only 
discover  the  value  of  any  one  field  in  the  Ught  of  the 
value  of  the  whole  vast  realm  of  w^hich  it  is  but  a  small 
part.  To  ask  what  the  value  of  this  Church  has  been 
involves  us  in  an  inquiry  into  the  meaning  of  Christen- 
dom. But  any  man  of  philosophic  mind  ^dll  at  once 
see  that  to  ask  the  question.  What  is  the  reahty  of  the 
Christian  rehgion,  widens  out  again  as  he  pursues  his 
inquiry  into  the  universal  problem.  What  is  the  end  of 
reahty  anywhere?  What  is  the  reality  of  our  universe, 
of  that  whole  process  which  we  call  the  history  of  the 
world?     It  is  not  enough  to  use  the  magic  word  "  evolu- 
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tion''  to  answer  that  question.  There  are  many  who 
are  content  with  that  fascinating  and  elusive  idea.  Its 
use  is  nowadays,  too  often  a  symbol  of  complacency, 
of  laziness  of  mind  with  which  many  people  find  them- 
selves just  stirred  enough  to  ask  the  question  and 
phlegmatic  enough  to  catch  at  the  first  word  which 
seems  to  answer  it,  or  which  many  minds  in  their  day 
seem  to  look  upon  as  containing  the  secret.  Even  if  we 
regard  evolution  as  the  word  which  describes  the  pro- 
cess of  the  world's  history  from  its  origin  in  star  dust  to 
its  climax  in  human  rehgion,  and  all  the  other  achieve- 
ments of  the  spirit  of  man,  it  is  worth  while  to  remem- 
ber that  the  question.  What  is  real  in  the  whole  process, 
has  yet  been  untouched.  After  we  have  decided  that 
everything  has  in  some  way  and  at  some  time  evolved 
from  something  else,  we  find  ourselves  confronted  -^ith 
the  entire  scheme  of  history,  whose  beginning  and  end 
I  have  just  named.  And  then  the  astonishing  question 
is  before  us,  What  is  it  that  has  evolved?  What  is  the 
reahty  which  has  been  and  is  being  worked  out  between 
those  "widely  separated  terms  "star  dust"  and  the 
"human  spirit"?  And  still  another  question  the  mind 
of  man  will  not  shrink  from  raising,  for  we  are  creatures 
who  look  before  and  after,  and  the  process  of  our  life 
consists  in  peering  into  the  future  and  H\'ing  in  the 
present  moment  for  something  which  Hes  above  and 
beyond  it.  What,  then,  is  to  be  the  final  result  and 
outcome  of  evolution?  Towards  what  far-off  event, 
divine  or  not,  does  the  whole  majestic  process  move? 

Our  solution  of  that  problem  will  depend  upon  our 
attitude  towards  two  other  questions  which  are  in- 
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volved  in  it.  We  shall  try  to  find  out  whether  we  have 
any  evidence  that  the  course  of  history  has  gradually 
been  producing  anything  of  final  and  eternal  value. 
The  answer  which  man  makes  with  increasing  con- 
fidence is  a  very  daring,  in  some  way  even  an  audacious, 
answer.  We  have  had  the  temerity  to  say  that  the  end 
of  all  the  world's  story  is  the  perfection  of  human 
nature.  Does  that  seem  the  mere  conceit  of  a  self- 
conscious  being?  Is  it  the  mere  selfish  ambition  of  a 
self-centered  being?  That  will  depend  upon  whether 
human  nature  is  to  be  perfected  merely  for  the  self- 
satisfaction,  the  eternal  self-glorification  of  the  in- 
dividual soul,  or  whether  this  perfection  of  man  is  some- 
thing not  so  much  achieved  as  received,  which  is  to  be 
reached  not  by  the  mere  striving  of  the  creature,  but  by 
the  immeasurable  grace  of  the  Creator  Himself.  That 
means  that  the  problem  can  only  be  solved  if  we  can 
find  out  a  something  which  lies  behind  the  process  of 
evolution,  an  underlying  energy,  full  of  meaning,  of 
purpose,  which  directs  the  whole  course  of  events, 
which  has  planned  that  perfection  of  man,  and  which, 
through  the  ages,  has  been  laboring  for  its  fulfilment. 
Can  we  discover  that  history  flows  from  and  is  under 
the  control  of  the  will  of  the  living  God?  If  we  can 
find  that  out,  then  we  know  how  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion, What  is  it  that  evolves,  What  is  the  real  substance 
of  history?  It  is  the  purpose  of  God  Himself.  It  can 
be  nothing  greater,  for  no  greater  can  be  conceived  by 
our  human  mind.  It  can  be  nothing  less,  for  nothing 
less  can  make  the  process  a  sure  and  triumphant  pro- 
cess, and  the  end  of  it  all  a  definite  and  worthy  end. 
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We  believe  here  that  the  course  of  the  world's  history, 
or  evolution,  is  being  carried  to  its  consummation  by 
the  will  of  God,  through  what  we  call  the  Christian 
religion,  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  which  has  put  into 
history  as  a  li\dng  factor  and  a  permanent  cause  the 
actual  revealed  purpose  and  grace  of  God  Himself.  It 
must  then  be  our  task  in  the  inquiry  before  us  to  lead 
the  question  from  the  abstract  and  universal  idea  of 
evolution  on  to  the  definite  field  of  the  Christian 
religion.  If  it  is  in  and  through  this  rehgion  that  the 
Tvdll  of  the  Eternal  is  gradually  creating  or  producing  or 
evohdng  what  is  supremel}'  real,  supremely  valuable, 
that  which  is  divine  and  eternal  in  its  very  nature,  how 
shall  we  discover  ahke  what  it  is  and  the  means  by 
w^hich  it  is  being  fulfilled?  There  are  two  ways  of  de- 
scribing this  process,  of  interpreting  the  Christian 
religion  as  the  supreme  instrument  of  God.  First,  we 
may  look  at  it  from  the  human  side.  In  Christianity 
man  attains  at  last  a  living  and  actual  fellowship  with 
God.  As  we  look  back  over  the  story  of  his  religions,  we 
can  see  that  he  has  ever  been  darkly  stri\dng  towards 
this  wondrous  experience,  stri\ang  not  indeed  purely, 
not  indeed  truly,  and  never  with  conscious  success,  yet 
ever  restlessly  striving  towards  rest.  This  Godward 
striving  has  been  hindered  and  crossed  by  many  other 
forces  of  his  complex  nature.  In  the  typical  Christian 
consciousness  we  have  at  last  the  attainment  of  that 
which  Sir  Ohver  Lodge  speaks  of  as  the  supreme 
human  experience,  namely  peace  with  God.  But  the 
human  is  only  one  half  of  the  story.  The  real  answer 
cannot  be  reached  in  its  fulness   until  we  lay  due 
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emphasis  upon  the  fact  that  the  divine  will  has  been 
concerned  in  this  matter.  I  cannot  but  feel  that  our 
modem  emphasis  on  the  human  element  in  the  develop- 
ment of  human  religion,  while  necessary  and  valuable, 
is  taking  in  many  quarters  the  form  of  an  extreme 
reaction.  To  guard  against  this  extremity  we  must 
lay  the  fullest  emphasis  upon  the  divine  factor  in  the 
history  of  rehgion,  the  divine  factor  in  the  producing 
of  the  Christian  experience.  According  to  the  Christian 
consciousness,  the  will  of  God  has  been  found  acting  in 
history.  It  has  discovered  itself  to  us,  it  has  revealed 
its  very  nature  and  meaning  and  direction,  and  it  is 
taking  the  life  of  each  human  being  under  its  power.  It 
is  not  we  who  have  discovered  God — it  is  God  who  has 
found  us.  It  is  not  we  who  have  cUmbed  the  ladder — 
it  is  He  who  has  come  down  and  laid  hands  upon  us  in 
our  low  and  lost  estate.  He  is  the  origin  and  the  con- 
troUing  power  in  this  new  experience  of  ours;  man  is  the 
material  of  His  will.  Now  the  very  essence  of  the 
Christian  rehgion,  the  heart  of  the  Gospel,  is  this,  that 
the  wiU.  of  God  in  laying  hold  of  human  nature  and 
bringing  it  within  sight  of  the  great  end  towards  which 
the  whole  process  is  directed,  has  used  one  definite  and 
historical  personahty  as  the  supreme  instrument  of  its 
power,  that  is  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ.  ''  God  was  in 
Christ,  reconcihng  the  world  unto  himself." 

Our  whole  inquiry,  therefore,  must  be  summed  up  in 
asking  the  question  whether  that  assertion  of  the 
Apostle  Paul  was  true.  If  it  was  true,  then  here 
exactly  and  here  only  do  we  find  fully  disclosed  the 
deepest  reahty,  the  very  substance  of  history.     Here  we 
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touch  the  heart  of  the  world.  The  ultimate  meaning  of 
the  entire  process  is  to  be  discovered  in  this  supreme 
fact,  if  fact  it  be,  through  which  the  final  outcome  of 
all  is  made  known  to  us,  '^  God  was  in  Christ,  recon- 
ciling the  world  unto  himself."  There  are  three  state- 
ments involved  in  this  assertion  which  we  must  look  at 
in  turn. 

I.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  asserted  here  that  what  the 
world  has  supremely  needed  is  reconciHation  with  God. 
Is  this  a  mere  private  dogmatism  of  one  reUgion?  Is  it 
the  arbitrary  assumption  of  one  group  of  men  or  of  one 
powerful  personaUty  among  them?  Or  is  it  a  fact, 
witnessed  by  the  nature  and  experience  of  man  every- 
where, that  he  needs  reconciHation  mth  God?  I  think 
it  is  not  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  all  the  rehgions  of 
the  world  prove,  as  Professor  James  has  pointed  out  in 
his  work  on  ''The  Varieties  of  Christian  Experience," 
that  deep  in  every  reUgious  movement  there  is  the  sense 
of  ''something  wrong."  Man  finds  himself  misrelated 
with  that  liigher  sphere  into  which  he  strives  to  enter. 
That  means  that  man  has  in  some  dim  way  always  felt 
that  his  moral  situation  needed  some  fundamental 
change.  This,  of  course,  is  expressed  with  utmost 
pathos  in  the  despair  w^hich  gave  birth  to  Buddhism. 
It  finds  expression  again,  after  another  fashion,  even 
in  the  legahsm  of  the  Mohammedan  rehgion.  Nowhere 
outside  of  the  Christian  experience,  however,  has  it  be- 
come clearer  than  in  that  religious  experience  which  all 
men  recognize  as  the  highest,  apart  from  or  before 
Christ,  namely  the  experience  of  the  pious  and  sincere 
Jew.     There  we  find  a  man  who  is  confronted  with  a 
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higher  moral  system  than  any  which  the  world  had 
seen,  which  he  believes  to  be  the  immediate  and  indis- 
putable revelation  of  the  will  of  God.  In  the  measure 
in  which  he  beUeves  these  things  does  his  own  heart 
shrink  and  shiver  Tvdthin  him,  for  the  more  deeply  he 
penetrates  into  the  meaning  of  that  law,  the  more 
utterly  does  he  find  himself  incapable  of  its  fulfilment. 
He  knows  that  the  secret  of  his  life  must  be  found  in  the 
approval  of  God,  and  he  knows  that  between  his  will 
and  the  will  of  God  there  is  such  a  relation  that  it  is 
impossible  for  him,  by  the  utmost  striving,  to  deserve 
that  approval.  The  Christian  rehgion  is  the  final  con- 
firmation of  this  moral  consciousness  which  has  ex- 
pressed itself  more  or  less  clearly  in  every  other  religion 
in  the  history  of  the  world.  It  asserts  finally  that  every 
man  stands  in  broken  relations  with  God,  that  he  can 
only  reach  the  true  end  of  his  being  by  beginning  with 
one  fundamental  experience,  namely  that  of  inward 
reconciliation  with  the  will  of  his  Lord. 

Two  movements  in  our  day  tend  to  cloud  and  to 
weaken  the  Christian  mtness  at  this  point.  Each  of 
them  is,  of  course,  as  one  must  always  expect  where 
movements  are  wide-spread,  the  expression  of  a  partial 
truth,  the  revolt  against  a  partial  exaggeration.  In 
the  first  place,  men  are  studying  the  nature  of  sin  in 
relation  to  the  idea  of  evolution  as  a  whole.  Whatever 
the  final  description  of  that  relation  may  be,  we  may 
with  great  confidence  assert  that  sin  can  never  be  treated 
as  a  mere  necessary  incident  in  that  evolution.  It  is 
something  more  than  merely  the  temporary  victory  of 
the  lower  nature  over  the  higher.    It  is  true,  indeed,  that 
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in  the  course  of  man's  rise  from  lower  stages  of  existence^ 
animal  appetites  and  passions  have  remained  as  a  neces- 
sary and  vital  element  of  his  being.  And  it  is  true  also 
that  the  fact  of  sin  is  involved  in  his  misuse  of  these  appe- 
tites and  passions.  It  is  true,  again,  to  say  that  man  is  a 
being  upon  whom  has  dawned  the  vision  of  a  higher  life, 
and  that  sin  consists  in  his  failure  fully  to  grasp  the 
nature  and  fulfil  the  obhgations  of  that  higher  hfe.  But 
for  the  Christian  consciousness  these  descriptions  of 
sin  are  too  general,  too  vague,  because  they  are  too 
impersonal  to  satisfy  the  real  situation.  The  full  and 
true  consciousness  of  sin  arises  when  a  man  finds  that 
his  will  is  directly  related  with  the  will  of  God.  A  man 
does  not  merely  sit  and  watch  the  struggle  of  a  cosmic 
process  going  on  in  his  members.  He  takes  part  in  it. 
He  is  not  merely  the  field  upon  which  the  drama  is 
played — the  drama  of  struggle  between  higher  and 
lower.  He  carries  the  drama  on,  and  to  his  fearful 
astonishment  and  confusion  finds  that  he  is  on  both 
sides.  The  flow  of  his  life  is  characterized  b}^  nothing 
more  certainly  than  this,  that  in  this  realm  of  the  soul, 
in  this  region  of  struggle,  he  himself  decides  the  battle 
and  suspects  that  he  is  becoming  finally  identified  mth 
one  side  or  the  other.  Moreover,  a  man  when  he  is 
awakening  to  the  Christian  consciousness,  does  not 
regard  himself  as  thus  related  merely  ^dth  ideals 
fashioned  by  his  own  spirit.  He  finds  himself  in  the 
presence  of  definite  laws  imposed  upon  him  by  God 
Himself.  His  inteUigent  will  is  related  with  another. 
His  consciousness  of  sin  is  the  reflection  of  a  judgment 
outside  his  own.     His  fear  of  results  is  the  prophet  of 
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acts  which  must  find  their  issue  in  his  experience  and 
their  origin  in  another  will  than  his  own,  the  irresistible 
will  of  God.  The  Christian  rehgion,  therefore,  insists 
from  its  very  foundations  and  in  its  inmost  nature  that 
man  needs  to  pass  into  reconcihation  with  God  through 
a  process  called  repentance.  This  can  only  be  reached 
when  the  individual  will  consciously  faces  and  deals 
with  the  mil  of  a  personal  God,  when  it  finds  itself 
dealt  with  by  that  very  will. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  there  is  no  view  of  human  nature 
higher  than  this,  as  there  is  no  view  of  God  more  awful, 
more  intimate,  more  compulsive  of  our  reverence  and 
of  our  trust.  This  is  the  narrow  gate  through  which 
the  true  glory  of  human  history  is  to  be  reached.  In 
this  way  only  can  ultimate  reality  be  touched  with  the 
fingers  of  the  human  spirit,  only  in  this  way  when  man 
finds  himself  before  the  holy  will  of  God,  a  sinful  man 
who  needs  reconcihation. 

A  second  movement  which  we  must  reckon  with  is 
that  which  emphasizes  God's  nature  as  love,  and  which 
insists  that  we  shall  always  think  of  Him  first  and  last 
as  standing  towards  us  in  attitudes  most  pitiful  and 
most  fatherly.  He  waits  always  to  be  gracious,  and  we 
cannot  conceive  of  Him  in  this  world  or  in  any  world  we 
may  dream  of  as  refusing  to  hear  the  cry  of  the  penitent 
soul  or  thrusting  back  the  approach  of  any  spirit  seek- 
ing its  rest  in  Him.  Nothing  can  be  truer  than  this, 
and  the  world  never  knew  it  until  Jesus  spoke.  But 
His  message  of  God's  love  was  delivered  not  merely  on 
sunny  hillsides,  not  merely  from  lips  that  smiled  as  if 
they  were  uttering  an  easy  story.     The  message  of  the 
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love  of  God  first  broke  upon  the  world  through  an 
agony  which  was  said  to  be  the  very  agony  of  God. 
The  fight  first  broke  out  of  the  darkness  in  which  it  was 
befieved  that  the  very  Son  of  God  Himself  had  been 
overwhelmed.  The  fact  is  that  the  love  of  God  can 
only  be  truly  apprehended  in  afi  its  strength  and  tender- 
ness in  the  old  way  as  being  filled  with  His  hofiness.  It 
cannot  possibly  bind  conscious  sin  and  conscious  purity 
in  one  fife.  It  cannot  merely  spare  a  life  at  the  cost  of 
sparing  also  its  sin.  It  can  only  work  its  glorious  and 
wondrous  purpose  into  reality,  if  it  can  find  a  way  of 
separating  the  soul  from  its  sin.  That  love  divine  can 
only  redeem  man  if  and  so  far  as  it  redeems  him  from 
the  love  of  his  sin  and  brings  his  very  will  into  sub- 
mission to  the  very  will  of  God.  In  fact,  it  can  only 
work  by  arousing  as  well  as  responding  to  repentance. 
Man  is  not  a  mere  lump  to  be  handled  from  without  as 
pitiful  men  may  bind  and  nurse  the  broken  fimbs  of  a 
wounded  animal.  He  is  a  living  and  conscious  spirit, 
and  his  reconcifiation  with  God  involves  inevitably  the 
whole  question  of  his  inward  relation  with  the  law  as 
well  as  with  the  benevolence  of  his  Creator. 

II.  In  the  second  place,  it  is  asserted  here  that  the 
instrument  through  which  God  has  attained  the  recon- 
cifiation of  the  world  with  Himself  is  the  historical 
Christ.  ''  God  was  in  Christ,  reconcifing  the  world  unto 
himself."  In  our  day  we  are  peculiarly  sensitive  to  the 
demands  of  the  historical  spirit.  There  are  multitudes 
of  intelfigent  people  growing  up  in  our  schools,  entering 
into  our  churches,  who  are  sensitive  to  every  attack 
which  is  made  upon  the  New  Testament,  and  many  of 


286  PARK  STREET  CHURCH  CENTENNIAL 

whom  are  disturbed  in  their  faith,  weakened  in  their 
devotion,  by  the  wide-spread  fear  or  suspicion  that 
historical  research  has  disproved  the  reahty  of  the 
Christian  faith.  I  would  this  evening  suggest  as  one 
helpful  method  of  deahng  ^vith  this  situation,  that  we 
should  first  face  the  fact  of  the  Christian  consciousness 
itself.  It  is  true  beyond  all  question  that  a  community 
arose  in  the  first  century,  who  came  to  be  called  Chris- 
tians, in  the  heart  of  whose  members  a  new  sense  of  con- 
scious reconciliation  ^ith  God  had  been  created.  The 
New  Testament  Uterature  from  beginning  to  end  is  the 
outcome  and  expression  of  peace  with  God.  Such  a 
situation  never  existed  in  the  world  before.  No  such 
community  has  ever  arisen  since  anywhere  else,  spon- 
taneously and  from  independent  sources.  Here  and 
here  alone  in  the  continuous  histor}^  of  this  community 
for  nineteen  hundred  years  do  we  find  the  ideal  of  man's 
fife  attained  so  far  as  it  can  be  in  this  world,  and  the 
inched  dual  heart  filled  wdth  the  knowledge  and  love  of 
God  Himself. 

Now  the  second  fact  to  lay  hold  of  is  this:  That  the 
origin  of  that  experience  is  traced  to  the  personal 
character  and  T\ill  and  actual  intention  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  assertion  of  the  New  Testament  is  that  He  con- 
ceived of  Himself  as  able  to  produce  that  effect  which 
has  actually  been  produced.  What,  then,  has  historical 
research  to  say  to  the  extraordinary  situation  which 
thus  lies  before  us? 

In  the  first  place,  we  have  the  witness  of  the  earliest 
Christians  themselves.  In  abundant  passages  of  their 
writings  w^e  find  that  those  men  who  belonged  to  the 
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ver}^  first  generation,  who  either  had  Hved  ^ith  Him 
or  were  intimate  with  those  who  had  so  Hved,  unan- 
imously and  constantly  asserted  that  He  actually 
intended  to  produce  this  effect  in  human  history.  This 
was  no  mere  incident  or  disputable  element  in  their 
religious  consciousness.  It  was  the  very  substance  of 
it.  We  cannot  conceive  of  their  experience  except  as 
for  their  own  minds  it  was  thus  directly  related  with 
the  very  purpose  of  Jesus  Himself.  For  instance,  look 
at  two  of  their  great  sa}ings.  The  author  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  says  that  Jesus  ''  for  the  joy  that 
was  set  before  him,  endured  the  cross,  despising 
shame."  The  joy  that  He  had  was  the  purpose  of 
getting  under  the  relations  of  man  and  God  and  putting 
them  right.  According  to  the  whole  teaching  of  the 
Epistle,  that  was  what  He  intended  to  do;  and  the  joy 
of  that  intention  was  so  great  that  the  very  means  by 
which  it  must  be  done  and  the  very  price  which  must 
be  consciously  paid  was  all  accepted  with  a  glorious 
elevation  of  soul.  Pain  and  shame  were  swallowed  up 
in  the  joy  of  that  purpose.  His  Passion  was  suffering 
fired  with  love  and  flaming  into  joy.  Jesus  w^hile  still 
in  the  flesh,  while  facing  death,  while  interpreting  His 
own  death,  intended  to  get  under  those  relations  of  God 
and  man  and  permanently  change  them.  Or  take  that 
other  sa}ing  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  "He  loved  me  and 
gave  himself  up  for  me."  It  is  written  by  a  man  who 
had  never  seen  Jesus  in  the  flesh,  but  who  had  entered 
fully  into  the  peace  of  God,  wiio  out  of  the  fearful  sense 
of  broken  relations  with  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  had 
been  brought  suddenly  and  completely  into  harmony 
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with  Him.  He  had  actually  realized  the  forgiveness  of 
God.  And  he  did  this  as  all  his  writings  bear  witness, 
through  his  apprehension  of  the  fact  that  Jesus  was  now 
to  be  called  the  Christ  not  only  because  of  His  wondrous 
influence  over  men,  but  because  Jesus  while  Hving  in  the 
flesh  intended  to  die  for  the  human  race.  Out  of  that 
intention  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  there  breaks  upon  the 
eyes  of  Paul  tliis  sudden  and  all-illuminating  fact,  that 
every  man  in  the  world  has  ever  afterwards  the  right  to 
say  ''He  loved  me  and  gave  himself  for  me."  These 
men,  therefore,  who  belonged  to  the  first  circle  of  the 
Disciples  found  their  new  sense  of  reconcihation  with 
God  derived  from  what  they  knew  to  have  been  the 
intention  of  Jesus. 

This  takes  us,  then,  to  the  second  matter  of  investi- 
gation, namely  this:  Do  we  find  ^vithin  the  records  of 
His  own  hfe,  on  which  we  can  depend,  that  Jesus  Him- 
self actually  cherished  this  consciousness?  Did  He 
speak  and  live,  did  He  relate  Himself  \\ith  men  and 
unfold  His  consciousness  before  them  as  one  who 
actually  felt  it  within  His  power  to  come  between  man 
and  God  and  by  the  course  of  His  own  experience  to 
hft  the  race  into  relations  with  God  utterly  different 
from  those  which  hitherto  had  obtained?  Let  me  refer 
to  four  points  which  would  here  have  to  be  investigated. 

In  the  first  place,  Jesus  describes  the  Kingdom  of 
God  as  a  new  condition  of  human  beings  which  He  Him- 
self has  come  to  estabUsh.  The  Kingdom  of  God  is  the 
final  and  permanent  relationship  of  men  wdth  their 
Creator,  and  with  one  another,  and  He  is  in  the  world 
to  estabhsh  that  Kingdom. 
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In  the  second  place^  it  follows  naturally  that  the 
test  of  a  man's  place  in  relation  to  that  Kingdom  must 
be  found  in  his  estimate  and  conscious  relationship  with 
Jesus  Himself.  ''He  that  confesseth  me  before  men, 
him  ^dll  I  also  confess  before  my  father  which  is  in 
heaven.''  Nothing  can  exceed  the  urgency  and 
authority  and  solemnity  and  variety  of  form  in  which 
Jesus  puts  this  matter  as  the  Synoptic  Gospels  describe 
Him. 

In  the  third  place,  w^hen  Jesus  came  to  look  His  own 
death  in  the  face,  He  described  it  to  His  Disciples  not  as 
a  defeat,  not  as  the  end  of  His  ministry,  but  rather  as  a 
part  of  that  ministry  and  as  in  some  way  the  supreme 
instrument  of  His  will.  Through  that  He  would 
estabhsh  a  new  covenant;  in  that  death  He  would  give 
Himself  a  ransom  for  many. 

In  the  fourth  place,  Jesus  never  conceives  of  His 
relations  with  His  Disciples  as  being  merely  temporal. 
His  death  does  not  break  them,  but  changes  their  form. 
He  is  conscious  of  possessing  in  Himself  the  eternal  hfe, 
and  therefore  of  standing  in  such  relations  -with  His 
Disciples  and  indeed  with  the  race  of  man  that  His 
passage  through  the  dark  valley  can  only  illumine  those 
relations  and  free  His  will  for  its  widest  and  most 
glorious  exercise. 

III.  If,  then,  it  is  true  that  in  Christianity  we  have 
a  new  and  conscious  fellow^ship  with  God,  and  if  this  is 
related  historically  with  the  actual  intention  of  Jesus 
himself,  then,  Thirdly,  in  Christ  the  will  of  God  has 
acted  upon  human  history.  ''  God  was  in  Christ,  recon- 
ciling the  w^orld  unto  himself."     Throughout  the  New 
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Testament  this  is  kept  continually  before  us.  Whether 
it  is  Jesus  speaking  of  being  sent  by  His  Father  and 
doing  His  Father's  will  and  establishing  His  Father's 
Kingdom,  or  whether  it  be  the  apostles  describing  God 
as  sending  His  Son  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh  and 
appointing  Him  to  die  and  raising  Him  to  be  the  in- 
visible and  universal  sovereign  of  humanity, — alwaj^s, 
everywhere,  this  relation  of  Christ  with  the  race  and  all 
its  successive  incidents  and  all  its  glorious  outcome 
are  viewed  as  the  fruit  of  the  will  of  God.  It  is  the  same 
will  which  founded  the  world,  which  underlies  all  his- 
tory, which  brings  each  man  into  being,  which  controls 
with  its  providence  his  daily  experience,  which  at  last 
must  receive  him  at  a  judgment  throne  and  deal  with 
him  there.  It  is  this  very  will  which  acted  in  Christ 
after  this  supreme  fashion.  It  is  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  realize  that  in  the  consciousness  of  the  first 
Christian  this  will  of  God  acting  in  history  was  not  con- 
ceived of  in  any  ideal  fashion  as  a  dream  and  aspiration 
of  the  human  spirit.  The  will  had  taken  effect.  It  had 
already  created  a  community  in  whom  its  purpose  was 
consciously  fulfilled.  Therefore  the  apostle  writes  not 
merely  that  *'  God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling  the  world 
unto  himself,"  but  that  "  He  has  placed  in  us  the  word 
of  reconcihation."  The  thing  has  been  done,  and  is  now 
a  part  of  human  history.  Human  hearts  find  them- 
selves in  union  with  God  Himself,  and  this  experience, 
this  new  relationship  with  the  holy  and  merciful  Father 
of  all,  has  become  in  them  a  living  word,  a  message 
burning  in  their  very  souls  and  seeking  to  break  out  as  a 
Hght  to  illumine  the  world  around.     It  is  at  this  point 
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that  all  criticism  of  Christianity  finds  itself  helpless. 
Here  it  is  that  any  attempt  to  revise  the  apostohc 
experience  to  find  that  Paul  and  John  and  Peter  had 
entirely  inadequate  or  erroneous  views  of  God's  rela- 
tions with  the  world,  become  inept  and  powerless.  We 
have  here  too  much  actual  history,  and  the  history  is 
too  real,  too  worthy  of  God,  too  unhke  anything  men 
had  dreamed  of,  too  superior  to  the  visions  even  of 
prophet  souls,  to  be  so  easily  discarded  as  some  of  our 
friends  imagine  it  to  be.  Here  we  have  a  vast  experi- 
ence, the  deepest,  highest,  holiest  known  to  the  history 
of  men,  spreading  ever  more  widely,  continuing  itself 
generation  after  generation  for  nineteen  hundred  years 
and  ever  relating  itself  with  that  awful  consciousness  of 
Christ,  with  that  soul  of  His  in  which  God's  redemptive 
^dll  was  mirrored. 

For  those  who  believe  that  here  the  ultimate  reaUty 
is  to  be  found,  that  act  of  God  in  Christ  is  no  mere  past 
event.  Nineteen  hundred  years  ago  it  was  done,  but 
to-day  it  lives.  In  that  person  and  in  that  experience 
of  His  a  new  inner  relation  of  the  will  of  God  Himself  to 
the  will  of  man  was  estabUshed.  God  could  now  do 
with  man  what  it  was  actually  impossible  for  Him  to  do 
before,  just  as  it  was  possible  for  God  to  do  new  things 
with  our  world  after  Uving  beings  had  appeared,  which 
He  could  not  have  done  until  those  conditions  were 
estabhshed.  And  at  the  center  of  the  whole  fact  is 
this,  that  we  have  in  this  person  and  work  of  Christ  the 
direct  and  open  appeal  of  God's  heart  to  man's  heart. 
The  long  upward  stri\dng  of  man  towards  God  is  met 
here  by  the  striving  of  God  towards  man.     Here  He  has 
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entered  into  and  directly,  personally,  He  has  dealt  with 
the  very  foundations  of  man's  relation  with  Himself. 
Here  He  speaks  home  to  the  heart  that  so  long  had 
sought  and  the  will  that  had  so  long  defied  Him.  Here 
in  the  very  cross  the  very  voice  of  the  Father's  love  has 
fallen  upon  the  soul  of  man.  The  cross  is  not  just  a 
deed  done  in  ruthless  cruelty  by  human  hands,  nor  a 
passing  agony  of  one  man's  soul  long  centuries  ago.  If 
it  was  the  experience  of  Christ  who  was  appointed  by 
God  and  who  felt  Himself  able,  to  change  the  relations 
of  man  and  God,  then  it  is  rather  the  hinge  on  which 
the  doors  of  life  move  to-day,  for  every  human  soul  that 
would  press  in  to  his  Father's  feet.  Here  in  this 
vision  of  the  story  of  God,  of  His  deed  in  that  heart  of 
Jesus,  in  this  mercy  which  assumed  man's  burden,  we 
have  the  crushing,  the  overwhelming  nature  of  the 
Gospel.  It  is  as  aU  Christian  souls  know,  at  times 
almost  a  sheer  pain  to  look  into  the  heart  of  this  mercy 
in  its  pain.  We  are  stricken  dumb;  our  mind  ceases  to 
understand;  our  heart  is  whelmed  into  conditions  of 
feehng  most  bitter  and  most  sweet,  bewildered  and 
stunned  with  the  vision  of  the  eternal  deed  of  that 
eternal  and  holy  will.  We  find  ourselves  almost  unable 
to  act.  But  here,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  upHfting, 
liberating,  redeeming  power  of  the  same  Gospel.  For  to 
accept  this  mercy,  to  press  upon  that  door  as  it  moves 
on  the  hinge  of  that  deed,  is  to  find  the  heaven  of  heavens 
opened,  the  glorious  end  of  human  history  disclosed, 
the  light  of  the  Kingdom,  eternal  and  divine,  blazing 
before  us,  all  law  fulfilled  and  all  love  pervading  all. 
This  morning  you  gathered  at  the  table  of  the  Lord's 
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Supper,  recalling  your  short  one  hundred  years  of  his- 
tory as  a  church.  As  you  took  that  bread  and  as  you 
drank  that  wine,  you  realized  once  more  that  the  deed 
on  the  cross  was  no  dead  thing.  Its  meaning  and 
power  Hved  afresh  in  your  very  midst.  Heart  after 
heart  gazed  through  that  story  upon  the  present, 
urgent,  redeeming  love  of  God,  and  you  knew  in  the 
depths  of  your  souls  that  what  Jesus  did  for  you  two 
thousand  years  ago  He  did  for  all  men  forevermore. 
This  is  the  reality  of  the  history  of  man.  Here  we  have 
the  secret  of  the  underlying  relation  of  the  human  race 
to  its  Creator.  We  are  no  mere  efHorescence  of  animal 
nature  coming  to  a  brief  life,  a  meaningless  struggle,  and 
an  endless  dark  and  unholy  death.  The  deed  of  God 
in  Christ  has  revealed  to  us  what  man  is  for  God,  what 
God  is  for  man,  and  there  for  the  first  time  the  world 
sees  what  the  world  means.  Up,  then,  my  brethren, 
for  another  hundred  years  of  history.  You  may  go  out 
from  this  building  confident  that  the  past  century  of 
toil  and  tears,  of  labor,  of  sorrow,  has  not  been  in  vain. 
The  voices  that  sang  here  in  repentance  are  singing 
to-day  in  joy.  The  hearts  that  here  found  the  peace  of 
God  in  Christ  are  with  Christ  in  God  to-day.  They 
have  discovered  what  it  all  means,  the  great  end  to 
which  the  whole  of  this  world's  history  is  carrying  the 
race  of  man.  I  would  bid  you  go  forth,  therefore,  in 
the  name  of  Him  who  was  in  Christ,  reconciling  the 
world  unto  Himself,  to  reahze  in  your  own  souls  the 
fulness  of  that  reconcihation,  and,  unresting,  undoubt- 
ing,  to  take  your  part  in  maldng  the  great  secret  known 
to  the  hearts  of  all  men. 
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